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Whatever you do don't irritate me. 

I don't want anything touching my skin 

that's glopped up with things it doesn't need. 

Oil of Olay for 

sensitive skin 

skips the color — skips the fragrance — 
is dermatologist tested and hypo-allergenic . 
So compatible it sinks right in softening — 
smoothing — turning «m ^ 

radiance Li U. 
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i^hen Lisa made 
a surprise visit, 
you didn't 
have time 
to worry about 
spotted glasses. 



ortunately you didn't have to 

^^^scade 

Fordishes so clean, 
they're virtually spotless. 
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Courvoisier wants you to 
at least one week a year 



besides your career. 




pend 

building something 






The "Courvoisier-Ebony 
Fashion Fair Caribbean 
Getaway" Sweepstakes 

OFFICIAL RULES 

1 . On official entry form, print your name, address and zip code, or it no 
official entry torm is available, on a plain 3" x 5" piece of paper. No 
mechanical reproductions are allowed. 
Mail to: "Courvoisier-Ebony Fashion Fair 

Caribbean Getaway" Sweepstakes 

PC Box 1365 

Young America, MN 55394-1365 

2 NO PROOF-OF-PURCHASE NECESSARY 
Enter as often as you wish. Only one entry per envelope. Each entry 
must be mailed separately. All entries must be received via U.S. 
Postal Service Each entry must be received no later than June 14, 
1991 Sponsor not responsible for lost or delayed entries, and re- 
serves the right to judge authenticity of each entry. 

3. The prize winner will be determined in a witnessed, random drawing 
from all correct entries. Drawing to be conducted on or about July 8, 
1991 by Young America Corporation, an independent judging agency 
whose decisions are final. The grand prize is an all-expense paid trip 
for two to Couples Resort in Ocho Rios, Jamaica, a SuperClubs all 
inclusive resort; includes round-trip coach airfare and luxurious ac- 
commodations for seven nights/eight days, all meals and bever- 
ages, watersports facilities and instruction, entertainment, local 
tours and excursions, airport transfers to the resort and lipping with 
an approximate total value of $6,000.00 Odds of winning shall be 
determined by the number of correct entries received. 

4 Prize is not transferable. No substitutions or cash redemptions. Prize 
winner will be notified by Augustl, 1991. Trip must be taken by Febru- 
ary 28. 1992; travel restrictions do apply. The trip is to be taken on a 
space available basis with a minimum of 30 days notice in writing for 
reservations to be confirmed. There is a blackout period of four days 
before and after all major U.S. holidays. Taxes are the sole responsi- 
bility ot the winner Winner will be notified by mail and will be re- 
quired to sign an affidavit of eligibility and release which must be 
completed and returned within 10 days of notification or prize will be 
torfeited and awarded to an alternate winner. Winner will be required 
to consent to use of their name and/or likeness for advertising and 
trade purposes without additional compensation. 

5 ENTRANTS MUST BE OF LEGAL DRINKING AGE UNDER LAWS OF 
THEIR HOME STATE This sweepstakes is not open to residents of 
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Ohio. South Carolina. Texas, and Utah. Employees ot WA. Taylor and 
Company and their families, its affiliates, printers, advertising and 
promotions agencies, alcoholic beverage retailers, and federal and 
state liquorauthoritiesand Young America Corporation are not eligi- 
ble All federal, state, and local laws apply; void where prohibited, 
taxed, or restricted. 

6 The name ot the prize winner may be obtained after September 30. 
1991 by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
"Courvoisier-Ebony Fashion Fair Caribbean Getaway" Sweep- 
stakes. PO Box 1647. Mjung America. MN 55394-1647. 



Mail to: 

"Courvoisier-Ebony Fashion Fair ■ 
Caribbean Getawav" Sweepstakes | 
RO. Box 1365 

Young America, MN 55394-1365 [ 



Name. 



(please print) 
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Address. 



City. 



State. 



.Zip Code. 
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This year, build a sandcastle on a deserted beach in 
the Caribbean. Couples Resort in Jamaica to be exact. 

You see, that's where we're sending one couple on a 
week-long holiday. Plus we'll be giving them $500 for 
spending money and putting them up at one of the 
finest resorts on the island. SuperClubs' Couples 
Resort in Jamaica. 

So enter our sweepstakes by filling out the cou- 
pon on the right. 

And start drawing up the blueprints for your own ^\ 
little castle in the sun. J 

Kntcr The"Couiroisier-Ebony Fashion Fair 
Caribbean Getaway" Sweepstakes. 
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FEDERAL EXPRESS MANAGER 

Biimetta B. Williams is a manager of global debt financing at Federal Ex- 
press Corp. in Memphis, Tenn. She oversees the worldwide operations of 
the firm s debt financing programs, including hank borrowings, tax ex- 
empt bonds and sales leasebacks. Born in Memphis, she earned a bache- 
lor s degree in mathematics from Yale University and a masters degree in 
management from M I T. She and her husband, James W illiams, have one 

child. Christopher James, 5. 

VICE PRESIDENT OF FINANCE 

Sheleme M. Sendaba is vice president of finance and information systems 
for Nissan Motor Corp. U.S.A. in Cardena, Calif. As the firm's chief finan- 
cial officer, he oversees all financial plans and investments. Bom in Ethio- 
pia, he earned a bachelor's degree in finance and accounting from the 
University of Illinois and an MBA from the Walter Heller Cradnate School 
of Business. He and his wife, Barbara, have three sons: S. Addis. 6; 
Mekiel. 4. and Alem. 3. 
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ACCOUNTING FIRM PARTNER 

Reginald C. Reed is a partner at KPMG Peat Marwick in Chicago. He is 
responsible for issuing audit opinions based on examinations of commer- 
cial companies and financial institutions. He began working for the firm 13 
years ago as an assistant accountant. A native of Tampa, Fla., he earned a 
bachelor's degree in business administration from the University of Notre 
Dame and became a certified public accountant a year after graduation. 
He is married to Valerie Wilson Reed. 





PROGRAM MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR 

Jeannette A. Gerald is a director of program management for the Technol- 
ogy and Operations Group at the Bank of Boston. She oversees the bank's 
internal systems and technology education programs. A Boston native, 
she earned a bachelor's degree in math ami physics from Boston State 
College, an M BA from Roosevelt University and a master's degree in infor- 
mation and management sciences from the University of Chicago. She and 
her husband, Arnold R. Henderson Jr.. have a daughter, Lauren, 4. 
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Save with these coupons • Give one to a friend 



Children Smile Brighter At Sears 




SAVE 50% 

on this great offer 



1-10x13 Wall Portrait. 2-8x10s, 3-5x7s*, 
15 wallets, 16 Portrait Petites™ and a 
Portrait Key Ring (petite size) 



$-^245 



[reg. s 26.95) 



Price includes $2 deposit Your choice of traditional, nursery, spring or fall 
background $2 for each additional person >n portrait White and Black backgrounds, 
j Double Feature. Vignette and other Special Effects portraits not available in 
I advertised package Poses our selection No appointment necessary Use your 
I Sears Credit Card or Discover Card Cannot be combined with any other offer Offer 
' void where prohibited, taxed or licensed by law Cash value 1 20c Prices may vary in 
Alaska Also available: instant Color Passport Photos and Copy & Restoration. 
I "approximate size 

Adults & families welcome. 

I Coupon good through July 27, 1991 

I Studios located in Sears retail 
I stores, including Alaska, Hawaii 

j and Puerto Rico. Y our MONEY S WORTH AND A WHOLE LOT MORE 
I PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SITTING i 

SAVE50% 



on this great offer 

1-10x13 Wall Portrait, 2-8x1 Os, 3-5x7s* 
15 wallets, 16 Portrait Petites™ and a 
Portrait Key Ring (petite size) 
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45 

<reg. s 26.95) 



Pnce includes $2 deposit. Your choice of traditional, nursery, spring or fall 
background $2 for each additional person in portrait White and Black backgrounds. 
Double Feature, Vignette and other Special Effects portraits not available in 
advertised package. Poses our selection. No appointment necessary Use your 
Sears Credit Card or Discover Card Cannot be combined with any other ofler Offer 
void where prohibited, taxed or licensed by law Cash value 1 20c Pnces may vary in 
Alaska Also available: Instant Color Passport Photos and Copy & Restoration, 
'approximate size 

Adults & families welcome. 
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&!£/AIFm> videovision® 

Our photographers use an exclusive, remote- 
controlled camera that frees them to work 
closely with your child. With VideoVision® 
we capture the brightest smiles. 



Now, Mom can Save 50% on great smiles. 



LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITOR 



GREGORY HINES & ROBIN GIVENS 

Your article, "Gregory Hines And Robin 
Givens star in A flage In Harlem" (Jan. 1991), was 
excellent. I am a big fan of Gregory Hines. I be- 
lieve he is a good actor and a great dancer. 

My feelings about Robin Givens have changed 
since her divorce from Mike Tyson. I thought she 
was ashamed of being Black, but Ms. Givens 
knows who she is — a woman of color, who just 
happens to be beautiful and has a lot of talent. 

Jacqueline Cohen 

Petersburg, Va. 

I especially appreciate articles such as the one 
on Gregory Hines. Currently I m studying mu- 
sic and video training in Miami Beach and it re- 
ally encourages and inspires me when 1 read 
about the struggles and accomplishments of 
other brothers who have made it in the same 
field. It really gives me a good feeling and lets me 
know that with hard work, determination and a 
few sacrifices, dreams can come true. 

Billy Blair 

Miami Beach. Fla. 

When I saw Gregory Hines on the cover, I 
couldn't wait to get inside. It's about time. Not 
only is he very talented, he's simply gorgeous. 

However, after 1 read the article, I was so dis- 
appointed. He gave up a family he loved for his 
career. I understand being immature at 24 but he 
goes on to say that he fell in love with his wife of 
10 years and it was a very powerful sexual con- 
nection. She paid his rent, took him to dinner 
and bought shoes for his daughter and did it with 
so much love. Is it love or lust? 

What's really sad is that after 10 years all he 
Could say about her is that she's a great lover. If 
that's what kept them together, it can't be much 
of a marriage. 

It gets even more disappointing when he said 
it hasn't been tough not speaking to his only 
brother. He also said that he will always sec him- 
self first and foremost as a tap dancer. As it is. 
Black men are only respected as entertainers and 
not thinkers in this country. How about thinking 
of yourself as a man, father or husband? What are 
you teaching your son? I still adore you, though. 

M. Williams 

Uniondale, NY. 

MAN-SHARING 

The article, "Man-Sharing: Thinking The Un- 
thinkable" (Jan. 1991), came just in time, and it 
really hit home. First, I would like to applaud 
those ladies who shared their stories; it was reas- 
suring to know that I was not the only woman in 
this situation with these feelings and thoughts. 

Unfortunately, it took almost three years for 
me to realize that it was not going to change and 
that I needed to wake up. There were contin- 
uous disappointments, and the situation was be- 
ginning to affect my emotional stability and 
made me doubt my own self-worth. After de- 
ciding to run, I realized that this man was not 
worthy of me. 

I would like to suggest to any woman in this 



situation to get out; it won't change! It may hurt, 
or you may be alone, but believe me, it is only 
temporary. I'd rather be alone with peace of 
mind than in that situation. A man will do what la 
allowed, as long as it is allowed. 

Marilyn Brows 

Towson, Md. 

I read the article, "Man-Sharing," in almost 
disbelief. We as African-American women ask 
ourselves why our men aren't faithful to us J 
Then we ask why they won't make a commit 
ment? Well, if we are going to knowingly share 
them with other women and tell them that we 
don't object if they have other women, what 
makes us think that they will ever be committed 
to just one? If this is going to be a "new wave of 
things to come in the '90s," then count me out. I 
refuse to lower my standards in order to join the 
ranks of those who obviously feel "a shared man 
is better than no man at all." 

Vai-arie HucciNS 

Greensboro, N.C. 

This is one of the first times I have actual]) 
gotten the nerve to respond to an article. Tin 
"Man-Sharing" article had a lot of truths, how- 
ever. I hope that the sisters that read it will do as 
I did and say "no more." 

I find it appalling that we are justifying adul 
tery through building the egos and libidoes ol 
men. Whatever happened to self-respect and 
pride. Part-time loving is full-time pain. Anyone 
who says this particular situation doesn t hurt 
has no emotions. It all hurts. When you want 
someone and can't be with him or you want 
someone to hold you when you need to l>e held, 
or to be called because von were thought of . . . 
IT ALL HURTS! 

I'd like to ask those women who boast about 
man-sharing, how proud are you of sharing that 
man when he says not tonight, or he just doesn t 
show when he said he would? You have no re- 
course because you allowed it to happen. 

We keep going back to the reasoning that be- 
cause there is a Black male shortage, we have to 
do it this way (man-sharing). Wake up, girls! You 
don't have to reduce your values for a few nights 
of good, passionate loving. That's usually what it 
ends up being. Stop making him feel free to have 
his cake and eat it too, when you are doing all tin- 
baking. I've always said I am not going to be a 
number 1 because it is always followed by 2, 3, 4. 
But I will be the only. And it can and will be the 
only way I'll have a relationship from this da\ 
forward. 

Sharon T. Waters 

Charlotte, N.C. 

Reading the article on man-sharing made me 
appreciate the morals and the values that I plan 
on a monogamous relationship. 

I agree with Dene Brown, "it's not a di- 
lemma — it's a choice. " A lot of women go into 
these relationships compromising themselves 
from the very beginning. I believe you should li t 
a man know that you are a strong, loving, caring 
and understanding woman, but emphasize to 
him that you are not a fool! The man-sharing al- 
ternative should be an honest decision made by 
the woman. 

Beatrice McKm 

Newark, N.J. 

I would like to make a brief comment on your 
man-sharing article. I was both shocked and con 
fused when I read about Dene Brown, one of the 
women mentioned in the article who advocates 
man-sharing with a married man. It is her option 
if she chooses to man-share, which I think is ri- 
diculous, but who she chooses to do it with cre- 
ates a circle of chaos. I think it is time for us (aa 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 



Light. Lighter. Lightest 

Enjoy Kent and Kent Golden Lights in Menthol too. 



Kent: 12 mg. "tar", .9 rrn 
1.0 mg. nicotine; Kent Gi 
cigarette by FTC Method 



ig. nicotine; Kent Golden Lights: 8 mg. "tar", .7 mg. nicotine; Kent III: 3 mg. "tar", .3 mg. nicotine; Kent Menthol 100's: 14 mg. "tar", 
olden Lights Menthol Kings: 8 mg. "tar", .8 mg. nicotine; Kent Golden Lights Menthol 100's: 9 mg. "tar", .8 mg. nicotine av. per 






Revolutionary! It's Summer's Eve® 
Feminine Body Bar. The first hypo- 
allergenic deodorant bar designed 
for a woman. Revive. Use it in the bath 
or shower to feel fresh all over. 
Summer's Eve Feminine Body Bar pro- 
vides deodorant protection all day. 
And its moisturizers leave your skin 
soft and smooth. Refresh. This hypo- 
allergenic, nonsoap body bar gently 
cleanses sensitive areas without irrita- 
tion. So you feel clean, confident, 
fresh. Rejoice! With the entire line 
of Summer's Eve* products. And bring 
back freshness anytime. 
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REDD FOXX called it "the Negro's 
Bible." 

And a character in one of Maya An- 
gelou's plays said, "If it wasn't in Jet, it 
didn't happen." 

Foxx and Maya Angelou's fictional 
character were talking about our sister 
magazine, Jet, which was founded in 
1951 and which is celebrating the 
whole of 1991 as its 40th anniversary 
year. The pocket-size magazine, which 
has achieved near-legendary status in 
Black America, was founded and de- 
signed by EBONY/Jet Publisher John 
H. Johnson to fill a news-feature vac- 
uum. "In the world today," Publisher 
Johnson said in the first issue, "every- 
thing is moving along at a faster clip. 
There is more news and far less time to 
read it. That's why we are introducing 
our new magazine, Jet, to give Blacks 
everywhere a weekly news magazine 
in handy, pocket-sized form." 

Within six months, Jet was firmly es- 
tablished as the No. 1 Black news- 
magazine in the world — a position it 
has held now for 40 years. The maga- 
zine has a paid ABC-audited circula- 
tion of 975,000 a week and a weekly 
readership of 7.9 million.* It has the 
largest measured audience of Black 
teenagers. 

Today, as in 1951, Jet gives readers a 
quick, easy-to-read digest of the social, 
political, economic and entertainment 
highlights in Black America and the 
world. It has featured every major 
Black personality, and it played a major 
role in the Freedom Movement. 

The magazine has flourished over 
the years because of the leadership of 
the publisher and the energy and in- 
sights of editors like Bobert E. Johnson 
(no relation to the publisher), who 
joined the staff in 1953 and was pro- 
moted to executive editor in 1963. He 
is also associate publisher. 

A native of Montgomery, Ala., Bob, 
as almost everybody calls him, was 
reared in Birmingham and received a 
bachelor's degree from Morehouse 
College and a master's degree in jour- 
nalism from Syracuse University. 

During his distinguished journalism 
career, which started in 1948 at the At- 
lanta Daily World, Johnson has cov- 
ered a number of major stories, includ- 
ing some of the first major stories on 
his college classmate, Martin Luther 
King Jr. He was among the journalists 
who accompanied President Bichard M. 




Robert E. Johnson 

Associate Publisher-Executive Editor 
let Magazine 

Nixon to Bussia in 1972. He accom- 
panied then UN Ambassador Andrew 
Young to Africa in 1979. He is the author 
of Bill Cosby: In Words and Pictures. 

The 68-year-old editor, who has a 
fondness for high-tech gadgets of all 
kinds and an almost religious commit- 
ment to the Black press, is a member of 
Sigma Delta Chi, the National Associa- 
tion of Black Journalists, Alpha Kappa 
Delta and Alpha Phi Alpha. He is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of 
Dillard University and holds honorary 
degrees from Dillard, Miles College, 
Texas College and Morehouse College. 

He and his wife Nemi have three 
children: Bobbye Johnson, Atty. Janet 
Johnson-Vinion and Bobert III. 

The secret of Jet's success, he says, is 
its total commitment to the idiom and 
ethos of Black America. He adds: "If 
we are, as Bedd Foxx said, the Bible of 
Black America, it is because we try to 
see and feel what Black America sees 
and feels." 

*Simmons, 1990 
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YOU don't have to be a rock 
music fan to appreciate 
Lifelines/The Jimi Hendrix 
Story (Reprise), the exceptional 
four-CD musical biography of 
the late rock star whose mas- 
tery of the guitar is still inspira- 
tion to young professional mu- 
sicians of all genres. Three of 
the CDs in this musical pack- 
age, produced by Bruce Gary, 
feature alternate takes, home 
demos and rare live perfor- 
mances. In addition, there are 
interviews with the legendary 
guitarist himself, as well as with 
family, friends and musicians 
he worked with and influenced. 
It features outstanding num- 
bers such as "Testify" (with the 
Isley Brothers), "Lawdy Miss 
Clawdy," "Hoochie Koochie 
Man," "Purple Haze," "Foxey 
Lady," B. B. King's "Rock Me 
Baby," "All Along The Watch- 
tower," "Voodoo Child and 
"Machine Gun." Vol. IV cap- 
tures the Jimi Hendrix Experi- 
ence's electrifying April 26, 
1969, concert before a capacity 
crowd of 18,000 at the Los An- 
geles Forum. Two months later, 
the Experience disbanded. 
Hendrix died in September 
1970 at age 27 after recording a 
dozen or so albums and accu- 
mulating wealth and fame as an 
innovative rock star. 

Three years after their suc- 
cessful debut recording, Guy is 
again topping the charts with 
The Future (MCA). Another 
dynamic showcase for pro- 
ducer/writer Teddy Riley's 
"new jack swing" musical style, 
this album continues with his 
slick, street sound enhanced by 



exhilarating keyboard grooves 
and infectious dance rhythms. 
"Teddy's Jam 2" is a followup to 
the very popular cut on the first 
album. "It's a higher level. It's 
smoking," says Guy's Damion 
Hall, who choreographs the 
trio's fancy footwork. His 
brother, Aaron Hall, is lead 
singer and co-writer of many of 
the songs. Other hot tunes in- 
clude "Let's Chill," "Wanna 
Get With U," "Smile," "DOG 
Me Out," "Yearning For Your 
Love, and "The Future." 

Florence Quivar excels on 
her newest recording, Ride 
On, King Jesus (EMI/Angel), 
which she says is the realization 
of a lifelong dream. The inter- 
nationally acclaimed mezzo-so- 
prano is joined by the Harlem 
Boys' Choir in a magnificent 
celebration of Black American 
songs. Among the 23 perfor- 
mances are classics such as the 
title song, "He's Got The 
Whole World In His Hands," 
"I've Been 'Buked," Roland 
Hayes' "Roun' About de Moun- 
tain" and "Plenty Good Room," 
and Leonard De Paur's "In 
Bright Mansions Above." 
"Nothing has given me as much 
joy as working on this recording 
of Negro spirituals," Quivar 
writes. 

ALSO RECOMMENDED: 

Jeffrey Osborne, Only Human 
(Arista); Teddy Pendergrass, 
Truly Blessed (Elektra); New 
Edition's Ralph Tresvant solo 
debut (MCA); Sinbad. Brain 
Damaged (Wing/Polygram); 
and Big Daddy Kane, Taste of 
Chocolate (Reprise). 

— Lynn Norment 
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There's More Than One Wave in The Duke Collection... 



Duke 

maintenance 
and 

texturizer kit 



Duke Curl and Wave 
Texturizer kit for men 
creates and gives a 
soft wave pattern. 

Duke Instant Spray 
Moisturizer conditions 
and eliminates frizzi- 
ness from your natural 
waves without oil 
build-up. 

Duke Curl Activator 
gives your curls and 
waves the control you 
need for the look you 
want. 





TEXTURIZING 
CREME KIT 
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At Matthew A. Henson Elementary School il Baltimore, teacher Richard Boynton guides his all-male class of third graders through a geography lesson. This 
is the second year that Boynton has had this class of 25 boys, who were selected at random to participate in the experimental class engineered by 
Principal Leah Hasty. Positive results are already evident, Boynton says. 



Do Black Males Need 
Special Schools? 



Educational 
experiments with 
boys-only classes 
arouse hope and 

controversy 



By Charles Whitaker 



IT is a generally accepted, though 
widely lamented, fact that in most 
American inner cities, Black males — 
at every level from kindergarten 
through 12th grade — are turning off on 
education in epidemic numbers. In 
school districts across the country, 
Black males, in the main, are either 
failing or are disproportionately la- 
beled as behavior problems, slow 
learners and truants. 

To say that Black males are perform- 
ing poorly in school is a gross under- 
statement of the current crisis. Recent 
studies of school districts in Mil- 
waukee, New Orleans and Dade 
County, Fla., among others, highlight 
the critical nature of the predicament. 
In all cities, Black males were shown to 
have dramatically higher suspension, 



expulsion, retention and drop-out 
rates, and dramatically lower grade- 
point averages. 

The Milwaukee study, for example, 
revealed that more than 80 percent of 
the 5,716 Black males enrolled at the 
time in the city's public high schools 
had less than a "C" average, and that 94 
percent of the students expelled from 
the school system were Black males. 

Sociologists, parents and educators 
agree that a variety of circumstances 
have led to this dismal state of affairs, 
including crippling poverty, a drug ep- 
idemic, the breakdown of the Black 
family and the lack of positive male 
role models in poor Black commu- 
nities. One unchallenged sentiment is 
shared by all who review the statistics: 
Something has to be done to rescue 
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SPECIAL SCHOOLS c^fa-d 

Black males from their dangerous 
downward spiral. 

"When you look at the data, it 
doesn't take a genius to figure out that 
the system is failing Black boys," says 
Milwaukee School Board member 
Joyce Mallory. "Yes, our boys are asser- 
tive. They can be mouthy, but they are 
not uneducable. Yet somewhere along 
the line we are losing them. And if we 
don't find ways to get them back, we'll 
all pay for it in the end. " 

Among the possible solutions advo- 
cated by Mallory and a growing num- 
ber of educators and parents is a con- 
troversial experiment in which Black 
males are sequestered in educational 
environments designed exclusively for 
them. It is an idea gaining support in 
Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, 
where programs exclusively for Black 
boys have been instituted in several 
schools, and in cities such as Detroit, 
St. Louis, Miami, New York and Phila- 
delphia, where educators are still tin- 
kering with proposals. 

Headed by Black male principals 
and/or teachers who are charged with 
fashioning Afro-centric curricula that 
emphasize Black history and culture, 
these all-Black, all-male programs and 
classes, their proponents say, are 
geared toward building self-esteem 
and self-confidence, and would pro- 
mote a love of learning, all elements 
that seem to be missing in the educa- 
tional experiences of many Black male 
children. 
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Are these special programs the an- 
swer to the educational crisis threaten- 
ing Black males, and subsequently, 
Black America? Their supporters say it 
is a step in the right direction. 

"What we're basically saying is that 
we need to explore a different, more 
supportive system for African-Ameri- 
can males to learn in, because in the 
present system they're being de- 
stroyed, " says Ken Holt, principal of 
Bell Middle School in Milwaukee. 
Holt heads a task force that examined 

"When you look at the 
data, it doesn't take a ge- 
nius to figure out that the 
system is failing Black boys 
.... They are not uneduca- 
ble. Yet somewhere along 
the line we are losing 
them." 
— Joyce Mallory 

Milwaukee School Board member 

the collectively poor academic record 
of the city's Black male students and is 
developing curricula for two schools 
(one elementary school and one mid- 
dle school) that will focus on African- 
American men and their accomplish- 
ments. The schools, which by law must 
admit males and females of all races, 
are scheduled to open in the fall. 
Yet, esteemed educators, among 
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In Milwaukee, Ken Holt 
(standing), principal of 
Bell Middle School, 
heads a task force that has 
drafted an outline for the 
institution of one elemen- 
tary and one middle 
school with curricula fo- 
cusing primarily on Afri- 
can-American history and 
culture. The "immersion 
schools," as the programs 
are called because course- 
work revolves around one 
specific subject area, will 
be open to all students, 
but will specifically target 
Black males. 



them Dr. Kenneth Clark, whose pio- 
neering research into the deleterious 
effects of segregation on Black children 
helped sway Supreme Court opinion 
in the landmark Brown v. Board of Ed- 
ucation case, say projects like the one 
planned for Milwaukee effectively pro- 
mote the resegregation of American 
schools, and countermand the Su- 
preme Court decision in Brown, 
which struck down separate but equal 
schools more than 35 years ago. 

"I read about these things and I can't 
believe that we're actually regressing 
like this," says Clark, 76, who now 
heads an educational consulting com- 
pany. "This is contrary to everything 
that we were fighting against and ev- 
erything that the research says about 
the benefits of learning Black and 
White, male and female together. 
Even military schools today are coed- 
ucational. So why are we talking about 
segregating and stigmatizing Black 
males?" 

Despite the criticism of Clark and 
others, experiments in single-sex 
classes are in full swing at some 
schools, notably Matthew A. Henson 
Elementary School in Baltimore, 
where Principal Leah Hasty has insti- 
tuted an all-male class guided by Rich- 
ard Boynton, an imposing yet enthusi- 
astic young teacher. 

Hasty, who presented the idea for an 
all-male class to her staff three years 
ago, says she was motivated by the 
hopelessness she saw on the faces of 
young neighborhood men who stood 

• March 1991 Continued on Page 20 
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The Oxford Cloth Shirt 

circa 1952 
Came in a wide variety of colors 
including white, white and white. 



The Teelin' Groovy" Ensemble 

circa 1968 

Frequently accompanied by peace sign necklaces, 
sandalwood incense and Eastern thought. 



The Poodle Skirt 

circa 1958 
Just because it had a poodle on it 
didn't make it man's best friend. 




The Polyester Leisure Suit 

circa 1974 
Often seen with Quiana shirts 
and an array of alluring gold chains. 



Neon lams 

circa 1989 
For skateboards, surfboards, 
but definitely not school boards. 
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Over the years, 
trends have come 
and gone. But the 
Purex name has always 
been a part of your family. 
All Temperature 
Purex' Detergent. 
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Because clean 
never goes out of style. 
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Among the architects Of some male-centered classroom experiments are (1. to r.) Milwaukee School Board member Joyce Mallory; Spencer Holland, director 
of the Center for Educating African-American Males at Morgan State University, and Leah Hasty, principal of Baltimore's Matthew Henson School. 
Each is concerned about the collectively poor academic performance of Black males nationwide. 



SPECIAL SCHOOLS Continued 

idly by on street comers day in and day 
out. "I just wanted to see if I could take 
a handful of boys at a very young age 
and make a difference with them," she 
says. "I wanted to find a positive role 
model who could say to them, 'No, you 
don't have to be like that,' and make 
them believe it." 

She found an inspired role model in 
Boynton, a 36-year-old former 
computer specialist and Bowie State 
University graduate, who returned to 
teaching in 1988 after a four-year stint 
in the military. 

This is Boynton's second year with 
the 25 boys, now third graders, ran- 
domly selected for this experimental 
class. The angular 6-foot-4 teacher, 
who rules his classroom like a gentle 
giant, says he has witnessed some re- 
markable changes in his students. "A 
lot of them clearly were in need of 
some sort of role model," he says. 
"When you looked at their records, 
their attendance was poor, their class 
performance was poor. A lot of them 
had discipline problems in kinder- 
garten and first grade. But in most of 
them, you can see a complete turn- 
around from that time to now." 

In spite of its moderate success, the 
Henson class has touched off a national 
debate over the validity of separating 
or singling out Black males from their 
White and female peers. While some 
critics, like Kenneth Clark, view the 
plans as a step back in time, others 
hold different reservations. 

Dr. James Comer, a psychiatrist and 
director of the Child Study Center at 
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Yale University, states that by separat- 
ing Black males, educators may unwit- 
tingly increase the sense of isolation 
many of these young men feel and may 
make it difficult for them to cope with 
the larger society later in life. "Cer- 
tainly it is helpful to have role models 
from one's own group," Comer says. 
"But it is also important to develop a 
realistic sense of the immense cultural 
diversity of the world. " 

And Mary Hatwood Futrell, former 
president of the National Education 
Association, who calls the experimen- 

"... We need to explore a 
different, more supportive 
system for African-Ameri- 
can males to learn in, be- 
cause in the present system 
they're being destroyed. " 

—Ken Holt 

Principal, Bell Middle School 
in Milwaukee 

tal classes and schools "an act of des- 
peration," warns that Black males 
could feel stigmatized by the separa- 
tion. "It sends the message that Black 
males have to be treated differently to 
get a quality education," she says. 

But proponents of the all-male, 
Afro-centric curricula and classes state 
that Black males already are treated 
differently, particularly by White 
teachers. "They fear our kids," says 
Ken Holt of Milwaukee. "They view 
African-American males as threats. 



... A disproportionate number of our 
boys wind up in special education 
classes and classes for students with 
development and behavior problems. " 

Backers of the experiments also 
point proudly to the nation's histori- 
cally Black colleges and universities, 
which still produce the bulk of the na- 
tion's Black degree holders, as evi- 
dence that it takes the special nurtur- 
ing of Black educators to bring out the 
best in many Black students. 

"What we've learned in the past 20 
years is that White people don't care 
anything about educating our chil- 
dren," says Dr. Spencer Holland, an 
educational psychologist and director 
of the Center for Educating African- 
American Males, a division of the 
School of Education and Urban 
Studies at historically Black Morgan 
State University in Baltimore. "We 
have a stake in educating and socializ- 
ing our children. But if we really ex- 
pect to see a change in the current situ- 
ation, men have to get involved in this 
process, because it takes a Black man 
to prepare a Black boy for whatever 
he's going to face out there. " 

Dr. Holland is one of the most vocal 
supporters of the concept that Black 
males must be used to help teach Black 
males, particularly in impoverished 
neighborhoods where female-headed 
households predominate. "Because 
they have few, if any, men in their non- 
school environment, we have to show 
many African-American males that ed- 
ucation is something that men not only 
do, but excel in," he says. 

That is why Dr. Holland devised 
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Most practical cars become 
impractical right about now 

This is not the time to find out your engine lacks horsepower. 1 ^ believe 
that sort of discovery should be made at the drawing board. Or on a test track. 

That's why our engineers equipped the Stanza® GXE with a 138-horse- 
power engine— a power plant most car companies might consider extravagant. 

But sheer passing power isn't the 
GXE's only safety feature.You also have 
the option of anti-lock brakes. And, to 
improve handling and traction, we 

The Stanza GXE with a fuel-injected, 2.4 liter, 138-horsepower engine. llir 1 I «1« 1 1 

Anything less just wouidn t be practical. added front and rear stabilizer bars and 

a viscous limited-slip differential. Which, not coincidentally also makes the 
driver's seat of the Stanza awfully fun to sit in. 

After all, how practical can a car be if you never 
want to drive it? Built for the Human Race: 

Call I-800-NISSAN-6 for more information Smart people always read the line print And they always wear their seat belts 
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Providing positive male role models in all-male academic settings will not solve all of the problems fac- 
ing Black students in inner-city schools, but it is a step in the right direction, says Richard Boyn- 
ton (above), who predicts that a few of his 25 students still may be lost to the perils of urban life. 



SPECIAL SCHOOLS Continued 

Project 2000, a program to give inner- 
city boys positive classroom role 
models. Project 2000 was begun in 
1988 at Stanton Elementary School in 
Washington, D.C., and now includes 
two schools in Maryland as well. The 
program utilizes male volunteers from 
the corporate world and local colleges 
and universities who work as teaching 
assistants. In addition to tutoring the 
students, the volunteers accompany 
the children on field trips and provide 
a firm guiding presence. The volun- 
teers commit to working with the stu- 
dents from first grade until they have 
completed high school. 

"We're working on trying to change 
a generation," says Holland. "If we 
start with them now, we can have an 
impact on the kind of young men they 
are going to be in the next century. " 

Early reports from Stanton Elemen- 
tary school, where a group of 47 boys 
have been studying under the auspices 



of Project 2000 for nearly three years, 
indicate that the volunteers are making 
an impression. "Most of the results that 
we've seen have been behavioral, " says 
Holland. "The boys are under control 
and the teachers just love it." 

No one expects that a handful of ex- 
perimental schools will cure the aca- 
demic and social ills that every public 
school system and the entire country 
should address. The hope, as Richard 
Boynton of Matthew Henson Elemen- 
tary School in Baltimore says, is that 
the experimental classes will lay a 
smoother path for many of these imper- 
iled young men to follow. 

"I tell people not to expect miracles 
from this class," Boynton says. "Yes, I 
think we'll get some doctors, some law- 
yers or some teachers out of this group 
who might not otherwise have consid- 
ered that open to them. Realistically, I 
know I'll lose some, one or two will fall 
through the cracks. But if we can get 
through to a few of them, it's worth it." 
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game. He's into winning. Whatever 
it takes. Randall Cunningham, All- 
Pro quarterback for the Philadel- 
phia Eagles. He thinks. Moves. 
Makes things happen. On the field 
or off.. .he's calling all the shots... 
with style that shows. 

Like The Winner's Circle Ring. 
Solid sterling silver. 14 karat gold. 
Genuine onyx. Bold materials in a 
masterful design. Real style. And 
real value at just $195, payable in 
convenient monthly installments. 
Made for the man who's making 
things happen. 

THIRTY DAY RETURN ASSURANCE POLICY 
w you wish to return any Franklin Mint pur- 
may do so within 30 days of your 
t purchase for replacement, credit 




Please mail by March 31 , 1 991 . 

The Franklin Mint • Special Order Department 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

Please send me the imported Winner's Circle Ring, to be 
crafted of solid sterling silver, 14 karat gold and genuine 
onyx. 

I am sending no money now. Please bill me in ten equal 
monthly installments of $19.50* each, with the first due prior 
to shipment of my ring. 

•Plus my state sales tan ana a one-time cnaige otS3 tor shipping ana nanaling. 
SIGNATURE 



ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 



MR/MRS/MISS 
ADDRESS 
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CITY/STATE/ZIP 
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Prime Time 




By Laura B. Randolph 




Dancer! director/ 
singer/ actress 
looks for new 
movie, stage 
and TV worlds 
to conquer 
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ONE morning last spring Debbie Al- 
len phoned a fashionable New 
York boutique in search of an outfit to 
wear for an upcoming magazine photo 
shoot. After describing exactly what 
she wanted, the woman who, more 
than any other TV director, has be- 
come a star in her own right — a celeb- 
rity as big as any of her famous cast — 
got the shock of her life. Yes, she was 
told, the store had what she wanted. 
But no, they didn't want it worn in a 
Black magazine. 

"I went off" says Debbie, nestling in 
the soft leather of her limo's backseat 
and staring out at the palm tree-lined 
streets of Beverly Hills. Actually she 
didn't just go off. She went to the store. 
"I walked in that store and said, 1 know 
Bill Cosby, Donald Trump and Jesse 
Jackson, and I will call the world and no 
one will ever buy your clothes.' When 
they tried to calm me by saying the 
clerk had made a mistake, I said, 'Be- 
ally?' Then I want her fired. No, I de- 
mand she be fired.'" 

As the top Black woman director in 
Hollywood, and as an internationally 
acclaimed star of Broadway and televi- 
sion, Allen is used to having her de- 
mands met. She made a lot of them in 
fact when, three years ago, she took 
over as producer-director of NBC's hit 
comedy, A Different World. 

Though the series has always been 
highly rated, before Bill Cosby asked 




Debbie to take charge of the weekly 
sitcom about life at a Southern Black 
college, it was pretty much a disaster. 
The debut season had ended with a se- 
riously unhappy cast, staff and crew, 
and the resignation of former producer 
Anne Beatts. "There was a deep mo- 
rale problem," concedes Debbie. 

The first thing she did was watch ev- 
ery episode of the critically panned 
first season. By the time she clicked off 



Behind the camera (above) and in 
front of the camera (far left), singer/ 
dancer/actor/director Debbie Allen 
creates excitement. As director of 
the hit TV series, A Different 
World, she walks through a scene 
(below) with members of the cast. 
Some episodes on the program are 
made-for-TV versions of her real 
life. 
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DEBBIE ALLEN Continued 

the VCR, she had her finger on the 
pulse of the major problem: the story 
lines. They were, she says bluntly, ju- 
venile and trite. "I'm a graduate of a 
Black college so I have lived what Hill- 
man is all about and it's not about that 
high school stuff they were dealing 
with,'' says the Houston-born cum 
laude graduate of Howard University. 
"College life is about young adults 
coming of age; about their intellectual, 
political and sexual maturity, and none 
of that was being dealt with. " 

What's more, says Allen with her 
trademark shoot-from-the-lip candor, 
the show was too White. "I said 'Come 
on, honey. This is a college where you 
go to the cafeteria and they have fried 
apples and grits for breakfast. " 

Vowing to add soul and substance, 
Allen invited the cast to contribute 
ideas ("I couldn't believe no one had 
ever bothered to ask them what they 
were feeling"), then gathered the 
writers and insisted on doing the diffi- 
cult, meaningful material she knew 
was at the heart of the Black campus 
experience. In fact, though it isn't pub- 
lic knowledge, many of the most pene- 
trating episodes aren't fiction. They're 
made-for-TV versions of Debbie's real 
life. 

This season when Jasmine Guy, who 
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Directing her sister, 

Phylicia Rashad (not 
shown) and Keshia 
Knight Pulliam in 
NBC/Disney movie, 
Polly, multitalented 
star (above and 
right) choreographs 
movements of tech- 
nicians and actors. 
Her husband (above, 
r.) is Norman Nixon, 
former star of the 
Los Angeles Lakers 
and the Los Angeles 
Clippers. 



plays spoiled Southern debutante 
Whitley Gilbert, visited a pricey bou- 
tique and was snubbed by a White 
clerk, it was a fictionalized account of 
what happened to Debbie while shop- 
ping for a gift for her husband, former 
pro basketball star Norman Nixon. 
"The clerk assumed because I was 
Black I couldn't afford anything in the 
store, " she recalls of the incident in a 
Beverly Hills jewelry store. 

In a flash of brilliance, the 5-foot-2 
star, whose income reportedly tips into 
seven digits, let the clerk know just 



how wrong she was. First, she asked to 
see the most expensive watch in the 
store, then she drove in the point of the 
stiletto — and the lesson. "I said 'Ring 
it up. That's the one I want,'" says Al- 
len, who is known to walk it like she 
talks it. 

Similarly when Charnele Brown, 
who plays premed student Kimberly 
Reese, found her character dealing 
with the possibility of an unwanted 
pregnancy, the subject was very much 
on the mind of Allen, who'd lived 
through the experience as a freshman. 

Continued on Page 28 
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With her children, Norman 
Jr., 3, and Vivian Nichole, 
6, she shares quality time 
in dance studio in her 
home. 



DEBBIE ALLEN Continued 

When a girlfriend confided she was too 
terrified to see a doctor alone, Debbie 
agreed to take the test with her. After- 
ward, the doctor informed Debbie she 
was pregnant. "I said 'Oh no, baby. I 
haven't done it yet'," she says now, 
laughing at the memory. (A recheck of 
the tests revealed they were acciden- 
tally switched.) 

Since those unforgettable days at 
Howard, the celebrated dancer/ac- 
tress / director / producer / choreogra- 
pher has moved from success to suc- 
cess. She's won acclaim on Broadway 
(she received two Tony nominations for 
her performances in West Side Story 
and Sweet Charity), television (she has 
two Emmys and a Golden Globe 
Award for her unforgettable portrayal 
of dance teacher Lydia Grant on six 
seasons of Fame), and now that she's 
behind the camera, she's one of the 
most sought-after TV directors in Hol- 
lywood. (In addition to Different 
World, she's directed episodes of Fam- 
ily Ties, Quantum Leap, and The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air.) 

Privately, however, the journey 
hasn't been as smooth. In her early 30s 
after six years of marriage to indepen- 
dent record producer Win Wilford, 
Debbie realized she wasn't happy. But 
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admitting she wanted a divorce, she 
says, was the most painful decision of 
her life. "It was difficult because he 
was a very nice man, " she says of her 
ex-husband. "But sometimes people 
just grow away from each other and 
that's a very painful thing to realize 
and then decide to do something 
about .... A lot of people can just stay 
in a bad relationship and just falter for 
years and make each other miserable. I 
decided . . . that wasn't what I wanted 
to do. " 

"I always felt [Lakers 
general manager] Jerry 
West had it in for 
Norman. . . . He's a man 
and that's the reason they 
had to move him." 

— Debbie Allen 

Before she started dating Nixon, 
Debbie says she wasn't looking to fall 
in love again, least of all with the 
6-foot-2 L.A. Lakers All-Star guard. 
They'd met years earlier in 1978 when 
both were starring in the basketball 
flick, The Fish That Saved Pittsburgh. 
Their love, however, was hardly evi- 



dent from the start. Then in his early 
20s, Nixon was five years younger than 
Debbie who, by her own admission, 
always preferred older men who were 
"more settled, didn't play games and 
could teach you something. " Truth be 
told, Debbie's immediate reaction to 
Nixon was "cute kid." "It was like, 
'Child, look at that little boy. He proba- 
bly doesn't even have a credit card,'" 
she says laughing. 

They became friends and in the 
process Debbie discovered the "cute 
kid" had a man's sensibilities. "Nor- 
man's never felt younger to me because 
there's something about him as a man 
that is just very strong, very powerful, 
very rooted in the ground," she says to- 
day. "I was very attracted to him be- 
cause of those qualities." 

When she and Wilford called it 
quits, that attraction deepened into 
desire, but Nixon's reputation as a 
ladies' man made Debbie deny it. "I 
just didn't want to accept it," she says 
of her early feelings for Nixon. "I didn't 
want them to be real." 

Who could blame her? When they 
started dating, Nixon was a dyed-in- 
the-wool Don Juan. Rich, young, fine 
and famous, the L.A. Lakers superstar 
was one of the most lusted-after bache- 
lors in the country. Debbie knew it. 

Continued on Page 30 
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An oil change in less than 29 minutes? 
At a dealership?!! "No way," I said. 

What a dumb argument It all started when my girlfriend took her car to the GM dealership for an 
oil change. She said she got an AC oil filter, GM Goodwrench' oil and a tO-point maintenance check 
in less than 29 minutes. "Less than 29 minutes? At a dealership? No way!" I said. Next thing she's 
got this icy look on her face, saying "Why don't you ever believe what I tell you?" 

Your GM dealer is serious about putting service back in the service 
department. And our Fast or Free Guarantee proves it. If your oil 
change isn't done in 29 minutes or less, the next one's free. So try 
Mr. Goodwrench* Quick Lube Plus . . .for a change. 

For the nearest participating Mr. Goodwrench Quick Lube* Plus 
dealership, phone 1-800-GM USE US. ^& mnuxe — » 



Mr. Goodwrench keeps quality on the road. 






29 minutes or less. Guaranteed. 



C1991 GM Corp. All rights reserved. Guarantee applies to GM cars and light trucks. See your participating dealer for details. 



DEBBIE ALLEN confined 

She'd heard all the Norm Nixon and his 
women-in-every-city stories. Like 
him, they got around. 

"Going into this relationship, Nor- 
man had women everywhere and it was 
like how am I going to deal with all of 
that," she confides. "I was also coming 
out of a marriage that wasn't working 
and I wasn't even sure about wanting 
to get married again or any of those 
things because I just wasn't certain of 
what I was doing. " 

Not only did Debbie know more 
than she realized, she had Nixon's 
number. And she had it in a way all the 
other women did not. "Norm was 
going through a period where he had 
too many women who were after him 
for what he had. I wasn't," she says 
matter-of-factly. 

Her cool intrigued Nixon. As she 
puts it, "We weren't holding each 
other hostage for tomorrow." They 
were, however, seeing each other con- 
stantly and, sweet as that live-for-the- 
moment attitude was, Debbie discov- 
ered it had an unanticipated catch: she 
was falling in love. "There was a magic 
moment when I knew Norman was the 
one, but I didn't want to accept it," she 
reveals. "I said Nooooo. This cannot 



"She was so tiny, but 
when I saw [my daughter] 
pull off the oxygen mask I 
knew she was . . . strong 
just like her mother." 

— Norman Nixon 

be. This is not happening." 

But it was. And it was happening in a 
way Debbie had never before experi- 
enced. Finally, when she could no 
longer deny it, they connected. "There 
was a passion that existed between 
Norman and me that I just could not 
deny. It was too powerful," she says. 

In 1984, Debbie and Nixon married 
in an intimate family-and-close- 
friends-only ceremony in a Santa Mon- 
ica church. That same year, Debbie 
gave birth to their daughter, Vivian 
Nichole, who is now 6 years old. "I was 
so afraid when she was born," says 
Nixon of Vivian, who was born pre- 
maturely, weighing barely more than 
three pounds. "She was so tiny but 
when I saw her pull off the oxygen 
mask I knew she was okay. I knew she 
was strong just like her mother. " Three 
years later, Debbie gave birth to their 
son, Norman Jr., who is now 3. "He 



thinks he is a Ninja Turtle," says Deb- 
bie, who frequently brings both chil- 
dren to the Different World set. 

Which is why, says Nixon, no one 
should be fooled by the glitter and 
flash of Debbie's professional life. With 
her, he says, family's always first. A few 
years ago when she danced at the 
Academy Awards, the curtain was 
barely down before she jumped into a 
limo and flew through the L.A. free- 
ways to watch Nixon play in an across- 
town game. "I made it in time for the 
fourth quarter," she boasts. 

Not only is Allen supportive, she is 
fiercely protective of Nixon. She is, for 
example, still upset about the Lakers' 
unceremonious trade of Nixon to the 
L.A. Clippers. "It was all done so 
badly," she says of Nixon's 1983 trade 
and subsequent retirement in 1987. 
"It's one thing for somebody to go out. 
It's another thing when somebody is 
trying to put you down. I always felt 
[Lakers general manager] Jerry West 
had it in for Norman. He just never felt 
Norman gave him proper respect. 
Well, Norman came to play ball. He 
didn't come to grin and joke and kiss 
ass. He's a man and that's the reason 
they had to move him." 

With support like that, it's no 




Saturday night at the movies. 



wonder Nixon calls Debbie "an incred- 
ible wife and mother. " "She's the best 
cook I've ever been with, " he boasts of 
Allen who, though she has live-in help, 
cooks dinner for her family most nights 
herself. And though they've been mar- 
ried more than six years now, watching 
them together you can still feel the 
heat. "When I saw Norman I saw my 
children," says Debbie explaining the 
intensity of her feelings for Nixon. 

And what about the future? At 40, 
Debbie says she hasn't foreclosed the 
possibility of more children. "I really 
wish I'd started having them earlier 
because I've always wanted a big fam- 
ily," she confides. 

Professionally, she's planning to add 
feature films to her already bursting list 
of credits and is currendy working on a 
script, based on the death of her father. 
Entitled Good-bye Papa, the film will be 
produced by Eddie Murphy Productions. 
And, fueled by her phenomenal success 
on A Different World, she'll soon begin 
production of her own series. "It's about 
a woman trying to hold her family to- 
gether, " she says of her upcoming as-yet- 
to-be titled show for NBC. No tide for a 
show starring Debbie Allen? No problem. 




If it's anything like her real life, just call it Renaissance woman, who can do just about everything, is hard at work on several projects which will 
"Superwife, Supermom, Superwoman". utilize her unique talents as a dancer, director and charismatic actress. 





Singer Donna Summer, 

whose work was fea- 
tured at a Chicago gal- 
lery (left), has sold 
paintings to TV per- 
sonalities O.J. Simp- 
son and Ernest 
Borgnine. "On 
canvas," she says, "is 
the only chance I get 
to be myself." Also 
pursuing a longtime 
interest is Rolando 
Riackman, the Dallas 
Mavericks guard who 
took up scuba diving 
six years ago and has 
explored the waters of 
St. Thomas, Jamaica 
and Hawaii. 



Celebrity Hobbies 



Unusual pastimes 
help well-known 
personalities relax 



IMAGINE San Antonio Spurs' super- 
shooter David Robinson pas- 
sionately performing Beethoven's So- 
nata No. 8. Or consider Whispers vo- 
calist Leaveil Degree navigating the 
skies above the Los Angeles seaside in 
a helicopter. 

Some people might find it difficult to 
imagine a basketball star or singer with 
such unusual pastimes, but for Robin- 
son, Degree and many other celeb- 
rities, unusual hobbies are as essential 
as air. 

For many personalities, hobbies are 
childhood interests they rediscovered 
as adults. Such is the case with Robin- 
son, who, as a child in Virginia Beach, 
Va., learned classical piano from his fa- 
ther, Ambrose. While at the U. S. Na- 
val Academy, Robinson renewed his 
interest in piano as a means of relax- 
ation, says his mother, Freda. Now the 
7-foot-l center travels with a portable 
keyboard and says music "takes me 
away from the pressures" of basketball 
and stardom. 
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Union Hill cards are. .. ... blank inside so your words. .. .. .have someplace to go. 



When others 
grabbed for 
a thesaurus 
in school, 
you reached 
for a pen. 
You always know 
just what to say 
to a friend. 
And you make 
sure your 
words arrive 
properly dressed. 
Make a note: 
you've got to go 
to Hallmark. 

Union Hill 

PAPERWORKS 



When 



you care enough to send the very best 





Football Star Willie Gault of the Los Angeles Raiders practices ballet off the 
field. But some politicians, actors and congressmen enjoy other physical 
activities. Rep. William Gray III, D-Pa. (above), exhibits skill in his favor- 
ite pastime, tennis, as he competes in a tournament in Philadelphia. 



CELEBRITY HOBBIES contm^ 

But singer Donna Summer found 
another creative release in art. The 
longtime interest has nearly become a 
second career. Her oil and acrylic 
works have earned her respect from 
critics at galleries in Manhattan, Chi- 
cago and on the West Coast. 

"Singing is my gift to other people; 
painting is God's gift to me," says the 
former disco diva who has painted 
since childhood. In the last three 
years, Summer has stretched her tal- 
ents to explore sketching, water color 
and lithographs. "Color to me is relax- 
ing," she says. "I start with color, then I 
draw a line and see where that line 
takes me." 

Summer is in good company when it 
comes to celebrities who relax through 
art and handicrafts. Actor Darryl Bell 
of A Different World builds scale 
model cars, complete with motorized 
engines. And singer Francina Body (of 
the group Body) constructs doll 
houses, installing her own wallpaper, 



carpet and electric lights. 



"Its exciting for me to be 

underwater, exploring a 

different world. Its 

fearful as well as 

enlightening, seeing the 

different kinds of life." 

— Rolando Blackman 
Dallas Mavericks guard 

Miniatures are fine for some, but 
other celebrities prefer to do their 
handiwork on real cars and houses. 
Such is the case with Keenen Ivory 
Wayans, the man behind Fox's In Liv- 
ing Color, who finds laying tile, attach- 
ing door knobs and doing other odd 
jobs around his new Los Angeles home 
"therapeutic." Cleveland Cavaliers 
power forward Larry Nance also en- 
joys fixing things, but his specialty is 
race cars. The accomplished me- 



chanic, who can tear down and rebuild 
engines as easily as he sinks dunk 
shots, is prohibited from racing. So he 
enjoys the thrill of the sport by work- 
ing on his Camaros. In the off-season, 
Nance plans to work on the pit crew for 
the powerful Top Sportsman Cam- 
aro — the Catch 22 — he helped design. 

Cars also are a passion for singer 
Freddie Jackson, but he enjoys collect- 
ing the miniature crystal variety. Jack- 
son is among the millions of Americans 
with a passion for collecting and in that 
respect is joined by tennis star Zina 
Garrison, who collects stuffed animals 
from around the world; blues legend 
B.B. King, who surrounds himself 
with electronic toys and computerized 
gadgets, and Jamaican-born rapper 
Heavy D, who has taken a liking to 
hand-crafted wooden walking sticks. 

Much can be said for the beauty peo- 
ple find in handicrafts, but many well- 
known personalities find the beauty of 
nature more intriguing. One case in 
point is Dallas Mavericks' Rolando 
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IN WORDS AND PICTURES 




BILL 
COSBY: 
IN WORDS 




PICTURES 

By Robert E. Johnson 

Associate Publisher JET 



You have seen and heard him 
on TV's Emmy Award-winning 
"The Cosby Show" as Dr. Cliff 
Huxtable-husband and father of 
five children. 

Now you can see and get to 
know firsthand TV's most watched 
and best loved family man-Bill 
Cosby, the real life husband and 
father of five children. When you 
read Bill Cosby: In Words And 
Pictures, you will see him in 192 
pages of exciting color and black 
and white photos, and read his 
revealing words about his TV 
Huxtable family, his real life Cosby 
family, his special friends and out- 
foxed foes. 




He supports with time and 
money Black causes. 
He tells why there is a need for 
Black heroes. 



$12.95 

ISBN 0-87485-084-3 



Bill Cosby: 

In Words And Pictures reveals: 



He idolizes his wife, rears his 
children with concern and 
"love in its proper place." 
He gives extravagant respect 
and devotion to his mother. 
He won't allow his TV daugh- 
ters to date White boys on 
"The Cosby Show." 
He has startling views on 
children born of racially- 
mixed parents. 
He voices vehement views on 
racism. 
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v> f -'Johnson Publishing Company Inc., 820 S. Mich. Ave., Chicago, IL 60605 

Yes! Send me copies of Bill Cosby: In Words and Pictures @$1 2.95 
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Singer Tracie Spencer (above) is competitive on 
the basketball court, and (alw>ve, right) Darryl 
Bell constructs model Porsches. Another nov- 
ice builder is Francina Body (below), the De- 
troit singer who constructs doll houses. Body, 
of the singing group of the same name, touches 
up a house she dedicated to a deceased friend. 





CELEBRITY HOBBIES contirw 

Blackmail, who has long had a fascina- 
tion with the sea. The Panamanian, 
who grew up in Brooklyn as a fan of Sea 
Hunt and Jacques Cousteau's under- 
water adventures, started exploring on 
his own six years ago when he began 
learning to scuha dive. 

"Singing is my gift to 
other people; painting is 
God's gift to me. Its an 
extension of my singing. 
Color to me is relaxing." 

— Donna Summer 

"It's exciting for me to be underwa- 
ter, exploring a different world," says 
the shooting guard. "It's fearful as well 
as enlightening, seeing the different 
kinds of life. You are truly a visitor. And 
the only sound you hear is your own 
bubbles. It's very relaxing. " 

While Blackmail explores the deep, 
jazz pianist Joe Sample explores the 
great outdoors. Since 1974, he's been 
traversing the sierras near his Mam- 
moth Lakes, Calif, home on horse- 
back. Sample, who was forbidden to go 
anywhere near his cousins' horses 
when he was a child, says riding "al- 
lows me to take a careful look around 
the sierras and to see the majestic 
splendor that you can't see by just 
walking. " 

Other celebrities would rather un- 
wind indoors. When dancer-choreog- 
rapher Judith Jamison returns home 
from weeks on tour, there is little she 
enjoys more than cooking for friends. 
The new artistic director of the Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater says 
her specialties are "grandmom's sweet 
potato pie" and soul food. 



Jamison may relax by cooking, but 
some football stars, such as the Los An- 
geles Raiders' Willie Cault, relax by 
dancing. The wide receiver, who did 
his first arabesque at the University of 
Tennessee, says ballet keeps him lim- 
ber. He has also spent off-field time 
performing with the Long Beach Bal- 
let and the Chicago City Ballet. 

Cault may relax away from the 
sports field, but some singers, politi- 
cians and other personalities unwind 
by immersing themselves in physical 
activity. For instance, both singer 
Teddy Riley of Guy and Greg Morris of 
CBS' WIOU TV series practice martial 
arts. Singer Tracie Spencer plays bas- 
ketball, and Rep. William Gray III, 
D-Pa., loves "the mental and physical 
demands" of tennis competition. 

Competition, though, is not quite 
what some well-known faces have in 
mind when they want to relax. In- 
stead, they simply want to have fun. 
Balladeer Luther Vandross unwinds 
before a concert by playing a few 
games of Ms. Pac Man or Centipede on 
the full-sized electronic game ma- 
chines that are transported to his 
dressing room while he's on tour. 

And then there are celebrities like 
Leaveil Degree, who pursue the un- 
usual for the thrill of it. The Whispers' 
second tenor sought the challenge of 
helicopter flying because he found pi- 
loting a fixed-wing aircraft too boring. 
"I like the fact that this took a lot of 
skill, and there's so much more free- 
dom," he says. "You can land on moun- 
tain tops and hover like a bumblebee." 

Helicopter flying offers other bene- 
fits besides transportation, Degree 
says. "It's important to be able to make 
the shift outside of entertainment 
when you get too old to perform," he 
says. "You have to think of what's next. 
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"We share a special 
tartar problem. 
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That's why we 
need Tartar 
Control Crest! 1 



Dental studies show many 
of us tend to have more tartar. 
That's why we need a toothpaste 
like Tartar Control Crest with 
Fluoride, the toothpaste more 
dentists and hygienists rec- 
ommend to fight ugly tartar 
build'Up between dental 
visits. My family knows it 
works. And so will yours. 



The Dentists 5 Choice. 



> 




ATM 



Contains fluoride to right 
cavities. Visit your dentist 
regularly. 

Tartar Control Crest has 
been shown to be an effective decay- 
preventive dentifrice that can be or 
significant value when used in a con- 
scientiously applied program of oral 
hygiene and regular professional care. It 
has also been shown to reduce the forma- 
tion of tartar above the gumline, but has 
not been shown to have a therapeutic 
effect on periodontal diseases. 

Council on Dental Therapeutics, 
American Dental Association 




Business Success By 30 



Select group of 
young entrepreneurs 
make early 
breakthroughs 



By Douglas C. Lyons 

Yvonne White's life is literally one 
big party. She's on a first name 
basis with some of Hollywood's biggest 
movers and shakers, and her affairs are 
the talk of the town. 

As the owner of Yvonne E. White 
Inc. /Catering by Yvonne, she is one of 



Los Angeles' premier party planners. 
She has organized corporate recep- 
tions, seaside clambakes, even a black- 
tie divorce party. Her "regulars" read 
like a "Who's Who" of entertainment: 
Bill Cosby, Janet Leigh, Bette Midler, 
Eddie Murphy, Sidney Poitier, Ivan 
Reitman, Aaron Spelling and Sylvester 
Stallone. There is talk of a nationally 
syndicated radio program and the pub- 
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SUCCESS BY 30 Continued 

lication of a cookbook. She already ap- 
pears regularly in party-planning seg- 
ments on ABC-TV's Home Show. 

It's pretty heady stuff and nice work 
for someone who just turned 28. 

White obviously isn't your typical 
28-year-old. She and other young 
Blacks, like radio executive Lorenza P. 
Butler, contractor Aubrey Lewis Jr. 
and clothier Juan Armando Minnie- 
field, are members of a very select 
group — savvy entrepreneurs who found 
big-time success before age 30. 

Making it in today's competitive 
workplace usually takes time, hard 
work and a golden opportunity. But 
these young men and women didn't 
wait for the traditional career path to 
bring them opportunities. They cut 
their own trails. 

Self-confident, almost fanatic in 
their ambitions, they are motivated by 
a love for their careers, and they work 
hard enough to take advantage of any 
opportunity. They are also goal- 
oriented and are willing to take risks. 
Most importantly, they enjoy being 
their own bosses. As Lewis puts it: "I'd 
rather take my own chances than take 
my chances in an organization that dic- 
tates my future." 

When White first decided to launch 
her own catering company 10 years 
ago, few people thought she would 
make it. 

Although she had once worked with 
her godfather, who was a professional 
caterer, White faced a number of ob- 
stacles. To begin with, she was only an 
18-year-old college freshman who 
hoped to make money during her vaca- 
tions home in Los Angeles. On top of 
that, she was a Black woman dabbling 
in an extremely competitive and 
Continued on Page 42 



White-dominated field. 

All the odds seemed stacked against 
her, but White hardly noticed. "My 
parents never told me that I couldn't, " 
she says. "I had no fear of trying any- 
thing because I was always told that I 
could do anything I wanted. " 

With the typical flair of the quintes- 
sential entrepreneur, she staked $150 
on embossed business cards and began 
looking for clients. Her godfather 
helped her land her first job: a 
Christmas party for the late actress 
Natalie Wood and her husband Robert 



Escaping the 9-to-5 
grind has paid off 
handsomely for 
clothier Juan Ar- 
mando Minniefield 
(above) and contrac- 
tor Aubrey Lewis Jr. 
(right). Both men 
quit promising ca- 
reers to open their 
own firms. Minnie- 
field, 30, opened his 
second Armando's 
Clothing Collection 
store in Los Angeles' 
Baldwin Hills area. 
Lewis, the 29-year- 
old owner of Lewis 
Contracting Corp. in 
East Orange, N.J., 
stands in front of his 
firm's first major 
project — a six-unit 
building the firm 
bought, gutted and 
rebuilt. Today, the 
property is valued at 
about $360,000. 



Wagner. Several months later, White's 
part-time business began to take off. 
She transferred from the University of 
Colorado to UCLA during her sopho- 
more year in 1981 and continued cater- 
ing. "I remember saying to myself, 
'Hmmm, if I'm grossing $25,000 at 19 
and going to school full time, I think 
this might turn into a real business, "' 
she recalls. 

While researching a college term 
paper, she met Rick Springfield, a pop- 
ular recording artist and TV soap star. 
She mentioned her work as a part-time 
caterer, and the star politely nodded, 
apparently giving little thought to the 
matter. About two months later, she 
called Springfield's office to solicit his 
business, and, surprisingly, she was 
told that he wanted her to cater a party 
for about 200 people — that afternoon. 
"I literally pulled a friend out of a class- 
room to do that party, " she recalls with 
a laugh. 

Catering by Yvonne has grown since 
then. The firm now employs 32 per- 
sons and her schedule is so busy that 
she takes private parties on a "referral 
only" basis. 

The work is glamorous, but the long 
hours — often averaging between 14 
and 16 hours a day — can take their toll. 
"Some of my friends can't appreciate 
my schedule," she says. "When I say 
that I'm busy, they think I'm blowing 
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Just as families come in many 
wonderful versions, so do the minivans 

of Chrysler. It's no wonder. That's because Chrysler has been number one in minivans 
for over seven years. During that time there have been many imitators, but nobody's been able 
to improve on the original. So this year Chrysler decided to do some improving of their own. 

For example, there's a more aerodynamic look for more visibility. And inside, there's a 
new instrument panel that really brings it all together with more storage space and new rear out 
board seat shoulder restraints. Add optional anti-lock brakes and available all-wheel drive, and 
you can see why our imitators are spinning their wheels. 

All this so you can enjoy the advantage of the Chrysler advantage. 
Buy or lease at your nearest Chrysler Dodge or Plymouth dealer today. 
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Chrysler Corporation's Black Dealers 
Nearest You: 



Multi-Dealers 

Chrysler/Plymouth/Dodge/Jeep/Eagle: 



Casa Grande Chrysler 
Center, Inc. 

Casa Grande, AZ 85222 



Harvey Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Harvey, IL 60426 



Porterville Chrysler Center, Inc. Tyson Motor Corporation, Inc. 



Porterville, CA 93257 

Anderson Chrysler/ 
Plymouth/Dodge, Inc. 
Anderson, IN 46012 

Huntington Chrysler/ 
Plymouth/ Dodge, Inc. 
Huntington, IN 46750 

Rainbow Motors, Inc. 
Nantucket, MA 02554 

Vicksburg Chrysler/ 
Plymouth /Dodge, Inc. 
Vicksburg, Ml 49087 

Currie Motors, Inc. 
Sanford, NC 27330 

Gordon Chrysler/Plymouth/ 
Dodge, Inc. 
Vineland.NJ 08360 

Gonzales Chrysler/ 
Plymouth /Dodge, Inc. 



Friendly Motor Sales, Inc. 
Delphos, OH 45833 

Southland Chrysler 
Products, Inc. 
Marion, OH 4330? 

Punxsutawney Sales and 

Service, Inc. 
Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

Middle Tennessee Chrysler/ 
Plymouth/Dodge, Inc. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

nempsieao onrysier/ 
Dodge/Jeep/Eagle, Inc. 
Hempstead, TX 77445 

M.P. Chrysler/Plymouth/ 
Dodge, Inc. 

Dominion Chrysler/ 
Plymouth/Dodge, Inc. 
Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Brattleboro Chrysler/ 
Plymouth/Dodge, Inc. 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 

Chrysler Plymouth: 

Ontario Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Ontario, CA 91761 

Centennial 

Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Englewood, CO 80112 

Macon Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Macon, GA 31206 



Joliet, IL 60435-9990 

Kennedy Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Indianapolis, IN 46222 

Preston Highway 
Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Louisville, KY 42016 

Alexandria Chrysler, Inc. 
Alexandria, LA 71303 

Capital Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Lansing, Ml 48917 

South Boulevard Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Charlotte, NC 28224 

Cumberland 
Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Salem Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Winston-Salem, NC 27104 

Flatbush Avenue 
Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Utica Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Ybrkville, NY 13495 

Gresham Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Gresham, OR 97030 

Town & Country Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Milwaukee, OR 97222 

Lambert Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Coatesville, PA 19320 

Southland 

Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Memphis, TN 38116 

Texan Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Garland, TX 75041 

All Star Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Houston, TX 77037 

Deerbrook Forest Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Kingwood.TX 77339 

Freedom Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Lancaster, TX 75146 

Dominian Chrysler/ 

Plymouth, Inc. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

Puget Sound 
Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Ronton, WA 98055 



North Seattle 
Chrysler/Plymouth, Inc. 
Seattle, WA 98133 

Bay City Chrysler/ 
Plymouth, Inc. 
Green Bay, Wl 54305 

Dodge: 

Midfield Dodge, Inc. 
Midfield.AL 35228 

Brandon Dodge, Inc. 
Tampa, FL 33619 

Barrington Dodge, Inc. 
Barrington, IL 60010 

Westland Dodge, Inc. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46804 

Cardinal Dodge, Inc. 
Louisville, KY 40216 

Monroe Dodge, Inc. 
Monroe, LA 71201 

All Star Dodge, Inc. 
Baltimore, MD 21228 

Northwestern Dodge, Inc. 
Femdale, Ml 48220 

North Star Dodge Center, Inc. 
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429 

Summit Dodge, Inc. 
Lee's Summit, MO 64081 

Metrolina Dodge, Inc. 
Charlotte, NC 28210 

Montclair Dodge, Inc. 
Montclair, NJ 07042 

Royal Dodge, Inc. 
Woodbury, NJ 08096 

Kemper Dodge, Inc. 
Cincinnati, OH 45246 

Yates-Wyler Dodge, Inc. 
Milford, OH 45150 

Edmond Dodge, Inc. 
Edmond, OK 73083 

East Tulsa Dodge, Inc. 
Tulsa, OK 74145 

Gresham Dodge, Inc. 
Gresham, OR 97027 

Ross Park Dodge, Inc. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-3513 

Shelby Dodge, Inc. 
Memphis, TN 38115 

Gulf Freeway Dodge, Inc. 
Houston, TX 77017 

Rainier Dodge, Inc. 
Olympia, WA 98502 

Elm Grove Dodge, Inc. 
Wheeling, WV 26003 
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SUCCESS BY 30 Continued 

them off because I don't have a 9-to-5 
[job]. They'll ask, 'How are you so 
busy? All you do is give parties?' " 

Another young entrepreneur who 
abandoned the 9-to-5 grind is Aubrey 
Lewis Jr., a 29-year-old executive, who 
started his career in retail merchandis- 
ing only to find his true calling as the 
owner of The Lewis Contracting Corp. 
in East Orange, N.J. 

At first, the trek from a white- to 
blue-collar profession was almost un- 
thinkable. A product of a well-to-do 
family, Lewis majored in graphic arts 
at Eastern Michigan University and 
landed his first job at Macy's depart- 
ment store in New York with the hopes 
of following in his father's footsteps. 
"My father's in retail," he says. "And 
being a wise kid, I said, 'This guy 
knows a lot of people. So, if I get into 
retail "' 

But Lewis grew tired of the slow 
pace and infrequent promotions. He 
soon found a more challenging oppor- 
tunity in 1985 as an assistant project 
manager for the Herbert Construction 
Corp. on the site of the World Finan- 
cial Center project. He worked hard, 
using his experience from the U.S. 
Army Reserves to bring leadership and 
organization to his work. He soon 
earned his workers' respect and his su- 
pervisor's trust. 

Within six months, his immediate 
boss opened his own contracting firm, 
Vel Enterprises, and took Lewis with 
him as a project manager. "I was doing 
everything, from sales to project man- 
ager, to marketing to running the job, " 
Lewis says. "Vel gave me an oppor- 
tunity to do it all. At a young age, I was 
cutting $20 million deals." 

Despite some early successes, the 
venture folded in 1988. Lewis re- 
turned to his old job at Herbert, deter- 
mined to strike out on his own. Three 
months later, he started out with small 
painting and carpentry work to build 
his cash reserves for larger jobs. 

His firm grew and Lewis borrowed 
$90,000 from his father to buy and re- 
hab a decaying six-unit apartment 
building in East Orange, N.J. The 
building, the contractor's first major 
rehab project, is now a beautifully ren- 
ovated structure and profit-making as- 
set. Its value has skyrocketed to about 
$360,000, and the rent from tenants 
helps support the firm's cash flow. 
Lewis repaid his father's loan — within 
three months. 

Today, Lewis Contracting Corp. is a 
thriving enterprise. It has several cor- 
porate contracts and municipal jobs 
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Buying low and selling high is one of Butlers guid- 
ing principles. He has bought and sold several 
businesses and earned hefty profits. 

with the cities of East Orange and 
Newark, N.J., and Lewis wears the 
blue-collar label proudly. "I happen to 
like the down-to-earth people in con- 
struction," he says. "You have a lot of 
people who work hard, simple people. 
That's not to say the corporate struc- 
ture doesn't have that. But, carpenters 
are different from corporate people." 

Taking a different approach, Loren- 
za P. Butler made his mark on the cor- 
porate world with a simple business 
philosophy: "Buy low and sell high," 
he says. "I'm not an operator. If I oper- 
ate something, I'd run it into the 
ground. I learned that lesson a long 
time ago." 

Butler apparently learned his lesson 
well. He is only 30 years old and the 
principal owner and chief executive of- 
ficer of WLTH-AM radio in Gary, Ind. 
He plans to buy more radio stations in 
Arkansas and Louisiana. 

A native of Marshall, Texas, Butler 
attended Clark Atlanta University on 
an exchange program from Wiley Col- 
lege. He went on to take a marketing 
position with Miller Brewing Co. in 



Washington, D.C. The job put him in 
contact with several leading business 
and civic leaders and spurred his inter- 
est in becoming an entrepreneur. "To 
make a long story short, Jesse [Jackson] 
was boycotting," he says. "So I took the 
opportunity to learn about developing 
franchise proposals." 



"You don't have to be a 
millionaire to be 
successful in life. You just 
have to have cash flow." 

— Lorenza P. Butler 



Following Jackson's lead, Butler 
sought information on owning fran- 
chises from two firms that had been 
targeted for economic boycotts — 
Burger King and The Southland Corp. 
By 1983 he was a finalist for franchises 
at both firms. But he suddenly 
changed directions, deciding to pur- 
sue a Houston beer distributorship, 
partly to be closer to his mother. 

The beer venture cost about $2 mil- 
lion. Butler, armed with only a $5,000 
loan from his parents, began approach- 
ing several local banks for financing. 
He was turned down by six banks be- 
fore two others agreed to lend him the 
money. The 23-year-old marketing rep 
was now the owner of his own com- 
pany. "It was persistence," he says, 
downplaying the complexity of the 
sale. "There was a deal, it was available 
and it made good sense. I showed 
them how it made sense and it didn't 
take a damn genius to do it. Beer dis- 
tributorships are not made for ge- 
niuses." 

Butler didn't stop with beer. The 
very next year he bought a tobacco and 
Continued on Next Page 

As the life of the party, White checks with her 
waiter. Her regard for details has helped make 
her a success in Hollywood. 
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Armed with big plans for his business, Lewis (above, c.) goes over the blueprints of an ongoing project 
with two of the firm's employes. The contractor is seeing signs of growth, having won municipal 
contracts in East Orange, N.J., and Newark, N.J. Below, Minniefield (r.) believes in customer satis- 
faction, a principle that's made Armando's Clothing Collection a business success. 



SUCCESS BY 30 continue 

wholesale food services firm in 
Houston. In 1986, he sold both busi- 
nesses — at a tidy profit — and bought a 
chain of fast food restaurants in San 
Antonio. The next year, he sold his res- 
taurant chain to become president of 
the Central Life Insurance Company 
of Florida, a Black company. 

In 1989, Butler sold his stake in the 
life insurance company to buy WLTH- 
AM, an NBC affiliate, for $900,000. 

Besides running the station, he pro- 
duces syndicated radio programs, 
chairs the board of a public radio sta- 
tion in upstate New York, and searches 
the country for new business oppor- 
tunities. "You don't have to be a mil- 
lionaire to be successful in life," he 
says with a laugh. "You just have to 
have cash flow." 

Juan Armando Minniefield devel- 
oped his own "cash flow" problem 
seven years ago, when he was fired 
from his job at a Los Angeles clothing 
store. 

For an employe whose weekly sales 
figures averaged around $4,000, the 
dismissal was hard to take. He con- 
vinced the store s owner to keep him, 
but learned an invaluable lesson. "At 
that point, I realized that I would 
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never move up in the company," he 
says. "So I decided to learn everything 
I could about retail [for myself]." 

Using his middle name exclusively, 
Armando began moonlighting, buying 
suits, ties, wallets and eventually mink 
coats from wholesalers and selling 



them to customers from the trunk of 
his car. 

Armando made between $250 and 
$500 a day, and he used most of it to 
buy more merchandise. At one point, 
his sideline venture became so good 
that it threatened his main job. "It got 
so big that customers would come to 
the store and say, 'Hey, you got my 
coat?'" he says. "The store officials 
thought I was stealing. " 

Armando quit his job in 1984 and 
used $10,000 he made from moonlight- 
ing to open Armando's Clothing Col- 
lection on a dead-end street in Ingle- 
wood, a Los Angeles suburb. 

Imitating the posh retailers of Bev- 
erly Hills, Armando saw his customers 
by "appointment only" in a studio-like 
setting decorated with art posters, 
classic sculpture and African carvings. 
Many of his customers followed him to 
his new locale. But there were many 
days when business was just downright 
slow. "If I hadn't had credit cards and 
money saved up from my days of moon- 
lighting, I probably would have gone 
out of business," he says. 

He also had to win the trust of credi- 
tors. When he started the business, Ar- 
mando paid his largest supplier in 
cash. After three years of timely pay- 
ments, the manufacturer gave him a 
$100,000 line of credit, he says. 

His trial by fire is apparently over. 
Last year, Armando's store grossed 
more than $500,000, and he opened his 
second store in the city's Baldwin Hills 
section. To hear him tell it, it's only the 
beginning. "There's that line from the 
movie Wall Street that has stuck with 
me," he says. "Money never sleeps." 
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Houston Rockets star center 
showcases artistic leanings 
in $1.6 million lakeside property 



Bv Renee D. Turner 
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AKEEM OLAJUWON is a study in 
contrasts. Menacing and powerful 
on the hard court, the Houston 
Rockets center with the explosive 
jump shot is one of the NBAs most 
dominant players. But his off-court 
lifestyle — from his Armani suits to his 
customized house — is a statement in 
simplicity and quiet elegance. 

With a love for art, and definite ideas 
about what he wanted in a home, Ola- 
juwon set out two years ago to design a 
two-bedroom house to fit his lifestyle. 
The result is a "neo-classic villa" that 
the Nigerian-born superstar calls 
"comfortable living at the highest 
level." 

The white stucco structure Ola- 
juwon calls home — with its arched 
windows and flat roof — immediately 
transports you to Africa and the Medi- 
terranean. A private lake skirts the 
edge of the $1.6 million property. But 
the view is deceptive. From one angle, 
the house seems the essence of South- 
ern comfort. Tall white columns and a 
swing grace the expansive veranda. 
And inside are the clean lines of con- 
temporary design. 
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Standing in the foyer, Olajuwon, who 
loves abstract art, shows off color- 
ful geometric pattern he selected 
for the hallway entrance. The Ital- 
ian marble floor is picked up in the 
living room. At right is the dining 
area, where Italian leather chairs, 
which invite long stays, are situ- 
ated under a glass and Incite table 
designed by Mario Bellini. Tall 
windows look onto the veranda 
and Jacuzzi. 
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AKEEM OLAIUWON conned 

"I wanted it to be casual but ele- 
gant," says Olajuwon, an occasional 
artist who worked with Houston archi- 
tect John McGee to create a one-story 
house, which, despite its contempor- 
ary feel, is reminiscent of the one in 
the Suruler section of Lagos, Nigeria, 
where he and his five siblings were 
reared by Muslim cement merchants. 

The modest house of his childhood 
was also a stucco structure with one 
large living area. Olajuwon has come a 
long way since he lived in that house 
and played in the nearby soccer field 
and on the narrow streets of Lagos. 

The 6-foot-10 center, who did not 
pick up a basketball until his senior 
year of high school, is (according to 
most observers) now the dominant 



Large windows provide 
lots of natural sunlight 
in the contemporary 
kitchen, located at the 
far end of the rect- 
angular living area. 
The countertops are 
black granite and the 
kitchen features Gag- 
genau appliances. 
Classic red bar stools 
of the award-winning 
Harry Bertoia design 
sit at the bar, which 
separates the kitchen 
from the dining area. 



center in the NBA. Instead of going 
home annually, he brings his parents to 
America each summer to stay in their 
own townhouse. 



"My life right now is very 
simple. What's important 
to me is God, my 
daughter and basketball." 

— Akeem Olajuwon 

Olajuwon's own oil paintings hang in 
the metropolitan townhouse that is his 
former residence. But the sense of 
high style in his new southwest 
Houston home is largely attributed to 
the strategic placement of master- 
pieces by abstract artists. The Radio 
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A gazebo covers the enter- 
tainment deck, equipped 
with a !>ar. TV and stereo 
and sits on the private 
lake that borders Ola- 
juwon's property. Nearby 
is the white stucco car- 
port that shields his col- 
lection of Mercedes 
Benzes. Master bedroom 
(below) has an indoor-out- 
door feeling. With his 
3-year-old daughter, 
Abisola (at bottom), who 
visits once a month, 
Nigerian-born star makes 
music. 





AKEEM OLAJUWON 

Continued 

Announcer series by El Lissitzky runs 
the length of the main hallway, which 
opens onto two bedrooms on one side 
and the main living area on the other. 
In fact, the white, 16-foot walls and 
large windows purposely give the 
2,500-square-foot house a gallery feel. 

His childhood home was 
also a stucco structure 
with one large living area. 

"One of the main things I wanted to 
achieve was a sense of openness for my 
art work," he says. Sunlight pleasantly 
filters through a wall of tall windows 
and the sliding doors on one side of the 
rectangular one-room living area. 
Windows at the far end of the room en- 
circle a Theodore Roszak painting. 

At the opposite end is the kitchen, 
where Olajuwon exhibits his culinary 
artistry. He mostly cooks seafood and 
poultry dishes, and occasionally pre- 
pares the "fufu" stew of his homeland. 
But the bachelor doesn't have much 
time for cooking or relaxation. Taking a 
page from the success guide of his en- 
trepreneurial parents, Olajuwon runs 
an enterprise that exports sporting 
goods to Nigeria, and he handles his 
investments. 

His home on the southwestern edge 
of Houston was originally designed as a 
guest house. But the bachelor says it is 
sufficient for him and his 3-year-old 
daughter, Abisola, who visits once a 
month. "My life right now is very sim- 
ple," he says. (He is not married to 
Abisola's mother, Lita Spencer, 25, a 
California lawyer he met while he was 
a student at the University of 
Houston.) "What's important to me is 
God, my daughter and basketball." 
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A quick check inside Bonneville* SSF will reveal iluu its individual 
front seats are endowed with 12 power adjustments, and French seams 
bordering their carefully shaped holsters. 

A technique once reserved for purely handcrafted automobiles, 
French seams provide a more tailored, pleasing appearance to the 
Bonneville's sumptuous interior. 

Such painstaking craftsmanship won't add to the power of its 
3.8L "3800" V6, with sequential port fuel injection (SF1), the precision of its 
power rack-and-pinion steering, or the confidence of its ami lock braking 
system. But it does show I'ontiac's commitmenl to quality, performance and 
excitement goes right down to the seams. 

Which can put you in a very comfortable position lor years to come. 
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MARIAH CAREY 



'Not Another 
White Girl 
Trying To 
Sing Black' 

Daughter of Black father 
and White mother is 
hottest new artist 

By Lynn Norment 



MARIAH CAREY has a score to settle. Last 
summer, soon after her debut recording 
started racing up the record charts, she says a 
music critic referred to her as "another White 
girl trying to sing Black." 

Carey, indisputably the hottest new artist of 
the year, was infuriated. 
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A hit on Black and White 

charts. Mariah Carey is 
biggest new pop star 
since Whitney Houston. 
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Westbury. NY 11592 
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NutraSweet and the NutraSweel symbol are registered trademarks of The NutraSweel Company tor its brand of sweetening ingredient 
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Denying reports that she is a White star imitating Blacks, talented singer-lyricist poses (left) at New York luncheon. "My father," Carey says, 
and Venezuelan, my mother is Irish. That makes me a combination of all those things. " 



Black 



MARIAH CAREY Continued 

And now, here at a luncheon at Lola's 
restaurant in Manhattan, she has the 
perfect opportunity to set the record 
straight and "tactfully" correct the 
erring critic. 

"I'm not a White girl trying to sing 
Black," the 20-year-old singer says in 
an interview soon after. "My father is 
Black and Venezuelan, my mother is 
Irish. That makes me a combination of 
all those things. I am a human being, a 
person. What I am not is a White girl 
trying to sing Black." 

Though barely out of her teens, Ma- 
riah Carey is indeed her own woman. 
She grew up in New York with her 
mother, Patricia Carey, a vocal coach 
and former singer with the New York 
City Opera. Her parents divorced 
when she was three, and Carey had an 
"on-and-off ' relationship with her fa- 
ther, Alfred Roy Carey, an aeronautical 
engineer in Washington, D.C. (She has 
a brother, 29, and a sister, 30.) 

"Some people look at me and they 
see my light skin and my hair, " she says 
running a slender, neatly manicured 
hand through her long, semi-curly, 
honey-colored tresses for emphasis. "I 
can t help the way I look, because it's 
me. I don't try to look a certain way or 
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sing a certain way. I'm just trying to be 
me. And if people enjoy my music, 
then they shouldn't care what I am, so 
it shouldn't be an issue." 

Carey says she has always loved to 
sing, and she gives credit and thanks to 
her mother for the "genes." Her 
mother started giving her vocal lessons 
when she was four years old, and she 
spent considerable time around her 
mom's musically talented friends, 
soaking up the sounds of Billie Holiday 
and Sarah Vaughan. 

As a kid, she also spent a lot of time 
listening to the radio and her sister's 
records. The soulful sounds of Gladys 
Knight, Aretha Franklin, Stevie 
Wonder and Al Green were constant 
companions. She sang along and stud- 
ied the lyrics and arrangements. By 
the time she was in high school, Carey 
was writing her own songs, several of 
which appear on her recording. 

Gospel music was also a great influ- 
ence. On occasion, she accompanied 
her paternal grandmother, who is 
Black, to a Baptist church. Even today, 
she says, "I get up and go to bed listen- 
ing to gospel music. " Her favorites in- 
clude the Clark Sisters, Shirley Caesar 
and Edwin Hawkins, in addition to Ar- 
etha Franklin and Al Green. 
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Because she and her mother moved 
often, she didn't have many close 
friends or get involved in high school 
music programs. Instead, she spent af- 
ter-school hours writing songs and 
making demo tapes with longtime ac- 
quaintance Ben Margulies. 

In 1987, right after finishing high 
school at age 17, she moved from her 
mother's home on Long Island into a 
one-bedroom apartment in Manhattan 
with two other struggling performers. 
During this exceptionally lean period, 
she slept on a mattress on the floor and 
worked as a waitress, hat checker and 
restaurant hostess to make ends meet. 
Before and after work, she diligently 
shopped her demo tapes from record 
company to record company, but was 
basically ignored. 

Eventually she began singing back- 
up to Brenda K. Starr, and she was reg- 
ularly doing studio session work. "We 
became good friends, and she helped 
me out a lot," she says of Starr. "She 
was always saying, 'Here's my friend 
Mariah, here's her tape; she sings, 
writes. 

It was Starr who took Carey to the 
CBS party where she was discovered. 
At the party, Carey gave CBS (now 
Sony Music Entertainment) president 
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For Ideal Gifts .. . 

Give Outstanding BOOKS 

From Johnson Publishing Company, Inc. 



DU BOIS: A PICTORIAL 
BIOGRAPHY 

by Shirley Graham 
DuBois with Forword by 
David Graham DuBois 

and introduction by Lerone 
Bennett Jr. 

The life of William Edward 
Burghardt DuBois is recalled 
through these photographs. 
This volume shows him at 
every stage of his life from 
infancy to the days shortly be- 
fore his death in Accra, Ghana. 

ISBN: 087485-076-2 

$14.95 




BLACK BRITANNIA 
A History of Blacks 
in Britain 
by Edward Scobie 

The story of the black 
presence in Britain from the 
seventeenth to the twentieth 
centuries. The author, a West 
Indian journalist who lived 
and worked in London during 
the turbulent post-war years, 
adds his own experience to 
more than ten years of 
historical research. The 
result, a lively, provocative but 
carefully authenticated book, 
shedding light on an era 
which until now has been in 
the shadows of history. 

ISBN: 0-87485-056-8 

$7.95 



WHAT COLOR ARE YOU? 

by Darwin Walton 
With photographs 
by Hal A. Franklin 

A book that defines "color" for 
the intermediary grade child, 
using brief rhythmic text, a 
glossary of terms, and over 
60 photographs in full color. 
The significance and the 
insignificance of color are 
brought out in rich imaginative 
treatment, based on scientific 
data. A book which can teach 
an important lesson in social 
studies. 64 pages. 

ISBN: 0-87485-045-2 

$10.95 



BOOK DIVISION 

JOHNSON PUBLISHING CO. INC. 
820 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60605 



WADE IN THE WATER 

Great Moments in Black 
American History 
by Lerone Bennett Jr. 

Fifteen dramatic episodes in 
Black History, which have 
provided turning points in the 
shaping of the two Americas, 
the black and the white. In 
this volume the reader will 
feel the complete meaning of 
the black tradition as summed 
up in the spiritual "Wade in 
the Water." 

ISBN: 0-87485-079-1 
$17.95 




Gerri Major's 

BLACK SOCIETY 

by Geraldyn Hodges 
Major with Doris E. 

Saunders 

This provocative and 
insightful book answers the 
many questions which 
evolved around the many 
aspects of "black society." 
Written from the point of view 
of a woman who has spent 
half-a-century chronicling the 
activities of this often alluded 
to, but largely unknown class 
of Americans. 

ISBN: 0-87485-075-4 

$25.00 




MARIAH CAREY Continued 

Tommy Mottola a demo. In return, he 
gave her a "Great — another demo 
tape" smile, and Carey assumed it was 
another dead end. But on leaving the 
affair, Mottola popped the demo into 
his limo's tape deck. He liked what he 
heard so much that he immediately re- 
turned to the party to find Carey. But 
she had already left. 

Having no address or telephone 
number did not deter Mottola from 
tracking her down. Ironically, another 
record company had expressed mild 
interest in Carey, and a bit of a bidding 
war evolved. 

In December 1988, she signed with 
CBS' Columbia Records. Within a 
week she wrote "Vision of Love" for 
her debut album. In fact, she wrote 
lyrics for all 11 songs on her self-titled 
LP, and she even produced "Vanish- 
ing." 

Columbia went all-out to promote 
the lissome artist with the clear, passio- 
nate seven-octave voice, flexing a little 
clout to get her the coveted task of 
singing "America The Beautiful" at the 
1989 NBA finals, where she was ex- 
posed to 16 million people. Both "Vi- 
sion of Love" and "Love Takes Time" 
have gone gold, and the album has sold 
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Influenced by Cladys 
Knight, Aretha 
Franklin and other 
Black singers, Carey 
started writing songs 
in high school. She 
is a big gospel music 
fan. 



more than two million copies. Iron- 
ically, Carey wrote "Love Takes Time" 
for a second LP. But when Mottola 
heard it, he insisted on stopping the 
presses and adding the song to her de- 
but album, even though some record- 
ings were already in record stores. 

Carey says she was just as startled as 
anyone that "Vision of Love" hit so big 
because "it isn't hip-hop music, it isn't 
house music, and it isn't rap. But I am 
so glad and thankful," she says. "That 
song really represents everything in 
my life. It is a song from the heart." 

Consider the lyrics: "Prayed 
through the nights/Felt so alone/Suf- 
fered from alienation/Carried the 
weight on my own/Had to be strong/So 
I believed/And now I know I've suc- 
ceeded/In finding the place I con- 
ceived." 

Just why would such a seemingly 
tender womanchild write these words 
of despair and sing them with such 
deep passion? 

"Well, just because you are young 
doesn't mean that you haven't had a 
hard life, " she says with a knowing lit- 
tle smile. "It's been difficult for me, 
moving around so much, having to 
grow up by myself, basically on my 
own, my parents divorced. And I al- 



ways felt kind of different from every- 
one else in my neighborhoods. I was a 
different person — ethnically. And 
sometimes that can be a problem. If 
you look a certain way everybody goes, 
'White girl,' and I'd go, 'No, that's not 
what I am.' " 

Carey chose to express her inner- 
most feelings in her songs rather than 
become depressed and bitter. "You re- 
ally have to look inside yourself and 
find your own inner strength, and say, 
'I'm proud of what I am and who I am, 
and I'm just going to be myself. 

And for Carey, that translates into 
being a "respected" singer and song- 
writer. But her phenomenal success 
has not inflated her head or her bank 
account, for she has yet to realize any 
monies from the album's success. The 
days when she and two struggling 
roommates stretched out a boxed mac- 
aroni dinner for a week are still too 
vivid, she says. 

"And, no, I don't let stuff like this go 
to my head, because success isn't a 
scale for talent," says the singer. "I 
don't want to be a 'big star,' but I want 
to be respected as an artist. I'm de- 
lighted and very thankful [that people 
like her work]. 

"This is my love," she says emphat- 
ically. "I want to sing for the rest of my 
life." 

At this point, she sings every chance 
she gets. In the studio. During promo- 
tional stops. In the shower. Around her 
one-bedroom Upper East Side Man- 
hattan apartment. To the boyfriend/ 
singer she's known since high school. 
To her two Persian cats. 

"Singing makes me incredibly 
happy," she says. "Music makes me im- 
measurably happy." 
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GET FRESH, 
RADIANT, 
EVEN-TONED 
SKIN WITH 
VANTEX 



c Fashion Fair Cosmetics 1990 




Say goodbye to unwanted dark 
spots in just 3 to 6 weeks with 
Vantex'. This special creme formula 
from Fashion Fairwill helpgiveyou 

fresh, radiant, even-toned glow 
bn your face, hands and body as 
fades away blemishes and skin 
^iscolorations such as age spots, 

ckles or dark marks that may 
oqcur from pregnancy or use of 
or* contraceptives. Try Vantex - 
avalable now at the Fashion Fair 
Beaoky Counter at fine stores 
everywhere. 



VANTEX. 

Skin Bleaching 
Creme 

With Protective Sunscree 
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Another fine product fr*n Ebony/|et Chicago • New York • London • Paris 



The Black Bodybuilder 
Who Beat 

Arnold Schwarzenegger's 
Becord 



Lee Haney wins Mr. 
Olympia title seven 
straight times 

By Marchel'le Renise Barber; 

ALTHOUGH Lee Haney has 
never worn a tiara, he knows 
what it's like to win the Miss 
America pageant. Haney, a 
5-foot-liy 2 , 240 lb. hunk, is the 
reigning 1990 Mr. Olympia. But 
unlike the Miss America winner 
who reigns for one year, Haney has 
held his title for seven years. 

When he captured his seventh 
Olympia title last September, he 
only pocketed $70,000, but he 
broke Arnold's Schwarzenegger's 
cord of six consecutive wins. 





Showing victory si(fl, Lee Haney displays his seventh straight Mr. Olympia medallion. Haney's recent 
victory breaks Arnold Schwarzenegger's (left) record of six consecutive titles, but Haney, who has 
worked out with Schwarzenegger, insists the two are still friends. 
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Using a Fish Eye lens (above), a photographer 
captures Lee Haney working out at Busy 
Bodies Exercise Studio, an Atlanta fitness cen- 
ter he owns and operates. Haney works out 
(left) wearing Awesomewear, his own brand of 
fitness apparel. Below, he is visited by former 
Atlanta mayor, Andrew Young. 



LEE HANEY Continued 

"In many ways, the Mr. Olympia 
tournament is just like a Miss America 
or a Miss Universe pageant," says 
Haney, adding that he and Schwar- 
zenegger are still friends. "We are 
judged on our presentation, physique 
and physical appearance. It's similar to 
a beauty pageant for men with a little 
sportsmanship added. It's fantastic!" 

While flaunting his muscles during 
the competition, Haney wore tight, 
rose-colored briefs and, as usual, the 
women went wild. "You do get that 
[oohs and aahs] and it's always posi- 
tive," says Haney. "Most of the time I 
get a lot of comments. Many women 
tell me, You have a beautiful body. 1 It's 
always tasteful." 

But just like many of the bathing- 
suit beauties who compete in pageants 
reserved only for women, Haney in- 
sists that there's more to him than 
meets the eye. Proudly, he points to 
the two Atlanta fitness centers he 
owns, Lee Haney's Championship 
Workout [a national television pro- 
gram on ESPN, the sports channel], 
and one of his favorite ventures: his 
own line of fitness apparel. 
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SEAGRAM'S GIN 




Beauty Contest Today! 



Darlene Martin sent in her photo 
and won $10,000. You could too. 

Ladies, send in a picture of yourself. Gentlemen, 
enter your favorite lady. But everybody make sure to 
enter! Four finalists will win an expense-paid trip to 
Mew York for a photo session by a noted fashion 
photographer. Three runners-up will receive $1,000 
each, and the First Prize Winner wins $10,000, just like 
Darlene. her electrifying presence lights up this page. 
5o can yours. Enter today. 



OFFICIAL RULES/NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 

TO ENTER: 1 . Contestant may enter by completing and moiling this oHiaol entry form along with I 5" 1 7" or 8" X 10* coloi photograph This photograph 
cannot hove been sold previously fot publication and will become the property of Joseph E Seagtam & Sons. Inc Phoiogtophs will not be relumed (So 
rronspoiemies or Polaroid pictures accepted ) The photograph submitted must be a standing full-length pose of the contestant wearing a swimsuit 2 
ELIGIBILITY Contestants must be 71 years of age oi older by April 15, 1991 to be eligible Contestants must be residents and citizens of the U S , or how resident 
alien status. Only one entry per contestant permitted Entries must be received by April l!>, 1991 to be eligible 3. Eoui (4)finolists will be selected and judged 
tram photographs submitted for overall physical beauty by Siebel/Mohr, on independent tudgmg organization, with the assistance of professionals from the 
communications and fashion photography communities, whose decision will be final 4. The four (4) finalists will be invited to New York City for 3 nights and 4 
days Each finalist will be photographed by a noted fashion photographer These photographs will appear m advertising ond piomotional materials os part of 
national balloting to elect the Seagram's Gin Electrifying lody fw 1991 . 5. Upon being selected os one of the four f molrsts, contestants must submit on affidavit 
of eligibility ond sign a feieose permitting publication of their names and likenesses without compensation Contestants cannot have appeared in alcoholic 
beverage advertising Should ony finalist not occept or fulfill the requirements of eligibility on ollemate finalist will be selected The winner of the Seagram 's Girt 
Electrifying lady Beouty Contest will be determined by the greatest number of votes received from the general public during September and October 1991 
balloting 6. PRIZES: In addition to the expense-paid trip to New York City for photography, the first Prize Winner will win $10,000 ond each of three (3) runners 
up will win a cash prize of $1,000 eoch Ai the option of the sponsor the Fust Prize Winner moy have the opportunity to lepieseni Seagram's Gin in 199? 
promotional materials, without further compensation 7. Employees ond relatives of Joseph E Seagram ond Sons, its affiliates, subsidiary companies , liquor 
wholesalers ond letailers (which includes all establishments selling alcoholic beverages), advertising ogencies and fudging organizations are not eligible All 
federal, stole ond local lows apply federal, stote and local taxes become the responsibility of the prize winners Contest void m Texas ond wherever prohibited by 
low I, Thenome ol the first Prize Winnet may be obtained by sending a stomped, sell -addressed envelope to Seagram's Gin Electrifying Lody Beouty Contest 
Winner, PO Box 9110, Wesfbury, NY 11592. Requests must be received by October IS, 1991 



OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 

Please read contest rules carefully for complete details. 
Mail Entry and Photograph to: 
Seagram's Gin "Electrifying Lady" Beauty Contest 
PO. Bo* 9270, Westbury, MY 11592 
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Age 


Address 




Apt. Mo 


City 


State 


Zip 


height 


Weight 


Dress 5ize 


Employed by 


home Phone 


Work Phone 



I HAVE READ THE OFFICIAL RULES AND HAVE ENCLOSED A 5"X7" OR 8" X 10" COLOR PHOTOGRAPH REPRESENTING 
MV ENTRY IN THE CONTEST ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL IS. If 91 TO BE ELIGIBLE 
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A proud father, Haney (left) holds his newborn 
daughter, Olympia, the latest addition to the 
Haney family. The bodybuilder and his wife 
Shirley (below, left) share a high-protein meal 
in their newly built home in an Atlanta sub- 
urb. The two were high school sweethearts. 
Sitting in their home (bottom), Mrs. Haney 
holds Olympia and Joshua sits on his father's 
lap as the entire family poses proudly in front 
of Haney 's seven Mr. Olympia trophies. 



LEE HANEY Continued 

"There are many misconceptions 
about bodybuilders," says Haney, who 
was born in Spartanburg, S.C., 31 
years ago. "I work out two or three 
hours a day and eat a healthy diet; but 
I'm also concerned about where my ac- 
complishments as a bodybuilder will 
lead me." 

Right now, Haney plans to compete 
for an eighth Mr. Olympia title and 
hopes his seven titles will take him all 
the way to Hollywood. The champion 
bodybuilder — who lives in a newly 
built Adanta home with his wife and 
two children — feels product endorse- 
ments, even movie deals, will top his 
lucky number seven winning streak. 
And he has a staff of four full-time em- 
ployes waiting by the phones to take all 
incoming offers. 

"I've done what I set out to do in the 
fitness world," he says. "Now, I want 
the world to know that there's room for 
another muscle-man out there besides 
Arnold Schwarzenegger." 
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Fashion Fair's 
"Perfect Finish" 
Creme Makeup 
provides perspi- 
ration resistant, 
streak-proof cov- 
erage that gives 
your skin an even 
glow. Available 
in eleven natural 
looking shades, for 
a look that lasts, 
beautifully! 
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"How come dinner's late?" 




WINNERS 





"Don't try to butter me up 
with psychology, Mom . . . 
But cookies might work." 



"My wife put on a mud pack, 
and it made her look 
great. But then she had 
to take the mud off." 
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Also available in 
• Size Soft Pack 
and Box. 
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TODAYIT'S 
KOOL MILDS 





SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 
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Box, 11 mg. "tar", 0.9 mg. nicotiner 1 • 
Kings and 100's. 12 mg. "tar", 0.9 nig. ■ 
nicotine av. per cic^renetyflCmetaoij., 



How To Make Your Kid 



By Roxanne Brown 



Gifted children who love the limelight 
may be destined for show business 





Reaching for Stardom, Chicagoan Jonese Burnett, 11, hams it up at an audition for 
a television commercial. She appeared in her first print advertisement when she 
was just 9 months old, and now exhibits the demeanor of a seasoned profes- 
sional. The young actress has yet to experience stage fright. "The only time I get 
nervous is when I have a spelling bee in school, " she says. 



DO you have a baby who smiles like a 
pro whenever a camera is aimed 
his or her way, but hasn't quite uttered 
the first word yet? Talented kids seem 
to be born with an ability to shine for 



an audience, and more and more Black 
parents are recognizing and nurturing 
their kids' show biz potential. 

Denise Moss, mother of Eric, 11, 
swears that her son exhibited talent 




when just 5 months old by posing for 
the camera. "He did everything early 
and with a showmanship air, " she says. 
"When he was old enough to ask for a 
glass of milk, he wanted it poured in a 
stem glass. " Eric secured his first print 
ad (for K-Mart) when he was four years 
old. Since then, he has done a number 
of commercials and is a regular on a 
Detroit-area children's TV show. A 
gifted singer, he studies violin, piano 
and voice, and is scheduled to sing at a 
Piston's basketball game this season. 

A name that easily rolls off the 
tongues of Chicago child-talent agents 
is that of Jonese Burnett, 11, who was in 
the business before she could talk. Jon- 

On the Rocky I' set Kia Crittenden (left) 
of New York, takes time out from film- 
ing for a photo with movie principal, 
Sage, the real-life son of Sylvester 
Stallone. Currently making a public 
service film for teens with Martin 
Scorsese, Kia makes no bones about 
what she likes best about acting. "It's 
the glamour," she says. 

Continued on Page 70 
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EXTRAS. EXTRAS 

REAR ALL 
ABOUT THEM. 




Hot news. Tracer has more room than Civic, Senfra or Corolla. Unexpected standard features, like an AM-FM stereo radio and split fold rear seat. 

And a powerful 1.9 litre engine. Costs less than you'd expect. 



$9,386* 



For details, call 1-800-446-8888. 

'M.S.R.P., excluding title, tax, destination. Price higher in New York. 



LINCOLN-MERCURY DIVISION C3gS 
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Buckle -up - together we can save lives 
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Dancing wittl Mini-Brat Pack company. Arion Rushing (center), of Los Angeles, displays his talents. Rushing, who appeared in the Michael Jackson video, 
Baby Bad, takes jazz, tap, and funk dance classes every week, and drum lessons. "I like seeing myself and knowing that I'm entertaining people," he 
says. Most talented children have self-determination, but to succeed, they must also have the ability to follow directions. 



MAKE YOUR KID A STAR continued 

ese was only 9 months old when a fash- 
ion model stopped her mother on the 
street and recommended that she reg- 
ister Jonese with her agency. Bernice 
Burnett followed her advice, and Jon- 
ese did her first ad for the Sears catalog 
while still in diapers. She has since 
done more than 20 television commer- 
cials and appeared in a not-yet-re- 
leased Michael J. Fox movie. 

Another mother, Joyce Rushing of 
Los Angeles, first realized that her son, 
Arion, 12, had a flair for performing 
when she found him in disguise. "Not 
quite two-and-a-half, he was sitting in a 
miniature recliner he had gotten for 
Christmas," says Rushing. "He'd put 
on a pair of sunglasses, earphones and a 
hat — a look that clearly typified Holly- 
wood." Today, Arion has the schedule 
and credentials to prove his point. He 
takes acting, gymnastics, drumming 
and dance lessons. He did his first 
commercial for Kodak six years ago, 
and was featured in the Michael Jack- 
son video, Baby Bad. 

Seeing herself on celluloid is noth- 
ing new for Kia Crittenden, 14, who 
has worked in the New York talent mar- 
ket since she was 10. Her talent was 
first showcased in her grandfather's 
church in Philadelphia where she sang 
and did recitations. A talent scout 
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picked her out of the choir, and urged 
her parents to bring her to New York 
for training. As they say in the busi- 
ness, the rest is history. Kia has ap- 
peared on the daytime television 
drama As the World Turns, and in sev- 
eral movies. Most recently, she ap- 
pears in Bocky V as one of "Chicky's" 
gang members. 

So, what are the characteristics that 
these and other successful star-quality 
kids share? Well, aside from suppor- 
tive, sacrificing parents, it's an unde- 
finable, special something, according 
to the agents who cast them. 

Kids in the talent business don't 
have to be knock-down gorgeous, but 
clients do look for faces with an extra 
spark — those that project a certain 
charm and personality. Clients also 
look for kids with a natural knack for 
modeling or acting. 

Determination and the ability to fol- 
low directions are two recurring quali- 
ties found in talented kids who get 
work, according to Shirley Wilson, 
who has an agency for children and 
young adults in Beverly Hills. "They 

"The only time money 
changes hands is when 
the child gets a job." 
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are usually aggressive, but mannered, 
and there is a bit of precociousness 
there, too," she says. 

Prior to forming her own agency, 
Wilson worked at a larger agency 
where Lisa Bonet was a client. She re- 
members the young actress as one who 
exemplified the kind of self-deter- 
mination that most talented kids have 
on their own. "There weren't always 
things available for Black kids, but she - 
was one who always studied and went 
to acting classes even though she 
wasn't going out [on auditions]," says 
Wilson. "She was wearing braces at 
that time, and when the role called for 
her not to have braces, she would take 
them off, so the money she made 
would go back into her braces. " , 

Almost without exception, kids who 
work in the talent industry are some of 
the top students, academically. "This 
business draws exceptional kids," says 
Wilson. "There is lots of pressure; [the m 
child] has to learn those lines and keep 
that school work up. That's more than 
the average adult has to do. " 

Once it is clear what it takes for a 
child to succeed in the business, there 
are a few guidelines for parents. The 
objective is to make your child's entre » 
into show business an enjoyable, non- 
threatening adventure. The first move 
to make should not cost a thing: 
•March 1991 Continued on Page 72 
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33rd Annual 




fcllf Presents 
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Let the fireworks begin 
with the magnificence 
of pulsating colors and 
sparkling opulence of 
fashions by American and 
European designers! 
It's dynamite entertainment coming to 
your city soon. Don't miss this sizzling 
event of the year! 
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CITY 


PLACE OF SHOW 


DATE 


TIME 


Texarkana. TX 


Petal Theater 


Mon.3'll 


8:00 p.m. 


Sulphur Springs. TX 


Hopkins County Civic Center 


Tues.. 3.12 


8:00 pm. 


Ft Worth. TX 


Tarrant County Convention Center 


Trims 3 14 


B OO p.m. 


Tulsa. OK 


Performing Arts Centet 


Fit, 3 lb 


8:00 pm 


Dallas. TX 


Musk Hall at Fait Park 


Sun.3'17 


5:00 p.m. 


Waco. TX 


Waco Convention Center 


Toes, 3:19 


8-00 p.m. 


Bryan. TX 


Fatle Rudder Auditottum 


Wed., 3120 


8 00 p m. 


Houston. TX 


Teias Southern Univ./Hanna Hall 


Sat , 3/23 


B OO p ro. 


San Antonio. TX 


Trinity Univ. Laurie Auditorium 


Sun,, 3'24 


4:00 p.m. 


Tucson, AZ 


Ramada Inn Downtown 


Fit, 3:29 


8 00 p m. 


Phoenix, AZ 


Civic Plata Symphony Hall 


Sat,. 3:30 


8:00 p.m. 


Las Vegas. NV 


Caesars Palace Hotel 


Sun . 3(31 


7:00 pm. 


Bakersfield. CA 


Convention Centet 


Wed . 4,3 


8:00 p m. 


Anaheim. CA 


Inn At The Park Hotel 


Thurs 4:4 


8:00 p m. 


San Bernardino CA 


National Otange Showgrounds 


Fri.4i5 


8:00 p.m. 


San Diego. CA 


Spreckkts 


Sal . 4i6 


8:00 p.m. 


Los Angeles. CA 


Wiltern Theater 


Sun., 4)7 


3 & 8 p.m. 


Thousand Oaks, CA 


California Luthetan Umv 


Tues.. 4i9 


8:00 pm. 


Pasadena. CA 


Pasadena Civic Auditoiium 


Wed .4. 10 


8 00 pm 


Fresno. CA 


Warners Theatre 


Thurs . 4(11 


8:00 pm 


Stockton. CA 


Warren At her ton Auditorium/Delta College 


Fit. 4112 


8:00 p.m. 


San Francisco. CA 


Masonic Auditottum 


Sat..4i13 


8:00 pm. 


Oakland. CA 


Patamooot Theater 


Sun , 4114 


5:00 p.m. 


Sacramento. CA 


Sacramento Community Center Theater 


Mori.. 4i 15 


8:00 p.m. 


Santa Rosa. CA 


Rahnert Park Perlormmg Arts Center 


Wed.4il7 


8:00 pm 


Portland. OR 


Pott/and Hilton 


Fn.,4119 


8 00 pm. 


Seattle. WA 


Sheraton Seattle 


Sat.. 4120 


8 00 p m 


Tacoma, WA 


Best Western Fiecutive Ion 


Sun.. 4:21 


5 00 p m. 


Anchorage. AK 


West High School Auditoiium 


Tues.. 4123 


8 00 p m. 


Colorado Sprrngs. CO 


Pikes Peak Center 


Sat . 4127 


8:00 p.m. 


Oenver. CO 


Regency Hotel 


Sun.. 4:28 


2:00 pm. 


Cheyenne, WY 


Cheyenne Civic Center 


Tues.. 4 30 


3:00 p.m. 


Omaha. NB 


Civic Auditoiium Music Hall 


Fit, 5/3 


8:00 p.m. 


Oes Motnes. IA 


Hoyt Sherman Auditorium 


Sat.. 514 


8:00 pm. 


Mtnneapolrs. MN 


Raddison. Bloomington 


Sun . 5'5 


5:00 pm. 


Waterloo. IA 


Five Sullivan Brothers Convention Center 


Tues., 57 


8:00 p.m. 


Davenport, IA 


Rivet Center 


Wed.. 5:8 


8:00 p.m. 


North Chicago. It 


Unrveisity of Health Sciences School Medical School 


Sat . 5:11 


8:00 p.m. 


Rosemont, IL 


Holxfay Inn 


Sun . 5)12 


4:00 p m. 


Hamilton, Canada 


Convention Cenlei 


Thurs i 1C 


8:00 p.m. 


Toronto. Canada 


Metro Convention Centet Theatei 


Fri.. 5117 


8 00 p m 


Montreal. Canada 


Stieiaton Centet 


Sun . 5119 


5:00 p m 
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What is 




ANCESTOR 
HUNTING?! 

Start today with 
ANCESTOR HUNTING'S 

personal history system- 
attractive, loose-leaf binder 
contains 72 pages for six gener- 
ations in your immediate 
family, 6 clasp envelopes pro- 
vide space to hold precious 
documents, photos clippings, 
cassette tapes or other 
memorabilia, an index for 64 
family names and hints on how 
to get started Ancestor Hunt- 
ing. Build a living Heirloom. 

B Anniversaries 
W\ Weddings 

K Birthdays 
1 ■ Christenings 
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MAKE YOUR KID A STAR com^d 

1. Find a Talent Agency. Agencies 
are a dime a dozen, especially in large 
cities, so shop around for one that has a 
good reputation for handling child tal- 
ent. A good agency will accept a snap- 
shot or polaroid of your child, along 
with a brief physical description. Stay 
away from those that try to sell you 
classes or get you to invest in expensive 
photography. 

"If anyone asks a parent for money, 
run as far away as you can," warns Jane 
Heitz, who runs a Chicago casting 
service. "The only time money 
changes hands is when the child gets a 
job, then the agent gets 10 percent." 
The Screen Actors Guild (SAG), the 
professional actors union, will send a 
list of reputable agencies to anyone 
who requests one. 

Wilson says smaller agents have 
more to oner clients. "Large agencies 
that have an over-abundance of kids 
just sitting on the shelf can't service ev- 
erybody," she explains. 

2. Invest in Training. Once a parent 
has determined that the child is se- 
rious about performing, music, dance 
or acting lessons are a logical next- 
step. Training doesn't have to be ex- 
pensive. A good way to begin practic- 



If 



J 



ing showmanship is by joining the 
church choir. Once a child has been ac- 
cepted with an agency and recom- 
mended for television work, agents 
will, oftentimes, suggest that the child 
attend a short-term workshop that 
helps put them more at ease in front of 
the camera. Usually, though, a child 
needs no immediate training, for it was 
natural ability that got them noticed in 
the first place. 

3. Don't Push The Kid. One thing 
successful young talents don't have in 
common is pushy parents. Almost ev- 
ery agent agrees that the best kids in 
the business are those who are in it be- 
cause they want to be, and not because 
their parents aim to make them stars. 

Though Kia's mother pushes her just 
enough to keep her on her toes, she 
says both of her parents stress educa- 
tion above performing. "I have to 
watch to make sure that she isn't get- 
ting burned out," says Peggy Crit- 
tenden. "There are times when we 
have to turn down jobs, but good par- 
ents keep an eye on the child and look 
for signs of stress." 

4. Organize. Parents who can afford 
it will need to sacrifice time in order to 
help the budding star who is driven to 
succeed. Because auditions are often 

Continued on Page 74 




Rehearsing a song he is scheduled to sing at an 
NBA game, Eric Moss, 10, studies score with 
his music teacher, J. Ellsworth Jackson. Eric 
also prides himself on doing all of his home- 
work and making good grades. 



held immediately after school, a par- 
ent or guardian with flexible work 
hours must be available, often with lit- 
tle advance notice, to chauffeur the lit- 
tle talent around. This one detail, ac- 
cording to child talent agents, keeps 
many kids who have a single parent or 
working parents from succeeding in 
the business. 

5. Budget. Money is probably the 
second greatest sacrifice made, with 
most of it going into travel and train- 
ing. This past summer, Eric and his 
mother, who is a high school principal, 
left father and husband, Edward Moss, 
behind in Detroit and ventured to 
New York where opportunities to work 
are greater. "Eric and I lived in a condo 
in New York City all summer, which 
was totally expensive," says Moss. "We 
gave up a vacation to do it, but until 
you really make it to the big time, 
there is more going out than there is 
coming in. " 

One of the wisest investments par- 
ents can make for children who are 
working steadily is a SAG member- 
ship. Children who land roles in major 
films are required to become union- 
ized soon after their first film. The one- 
time membership fee is $862 and is the 
same for adults and children. Accord- 
ing to Mark Locher, a spokesperson for 
SAG, there are more than 6,000 chil- 
dren in the U.S. under the age of 18 
who belong to the guild. Not only does 
membership mean better wages for 
the child, but there are stringent 
child-protection laws that all SAG 
members must uphold. 

6. Consider a Manager. Parents 
acting as managers are a child's No. 1 
protectors, but sometimes professional 

Continued on Page 74 
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THE BEST BUY 
IN HAIRCARE 




MURRAY'S 

Whatever the style, whatever the look, trust 
MURRAY'S to make you look and feel your very best. 

At stores everywhere! If your store doesn't 
stock, order direct. Send $2.50 for each big 
orange can of Murray 's you wish to order. 
Add $1.50 for shipping. Free $3 Value 
Murray's Sport Sweat Headband with your 
order. Write: MURRAY'S Offer #6, 
456 Charlotte Ave., Detroit, Ml 48201-2689. 



MURRAY'S 



WORLDWIDE 



The Best In Haircare 




Need To 

Establish 

Credit? 



Our Bank Can Help Even If You 
Had Previous Credit Problems! 

Call 1-800-637-0800 ... 24 Hours Any Day for 
your FREE VISA or MasterCard, application. 

Easier credit approval is possible because you open an 
interest bearing savings account with our bank as initial 
collateral for your card. A minimum savings account 
deposit of $500 is required. 

Enjoy the privileges of a credit card for: 
♦ Shopping ♦ Mail Orders ♦ Dining ♦ Entertainment 
♦ Airline Tickets ♦Hotel Rooms ♦ Auto Rentals 
AND 

Worldwide access to ATM Cash Machines! 
Call anytime TODAY for your FREE application. 

Key Federal Savings Bank 

FDIC Insured 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 
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Finding the right agent to represent your young talent is important. Jonese Burnett confers with Jean Gramer of Chicago's Stewart Talent before her au- 
dition. After the audition, Jonese gives her chaperoning and chauffeuring father, John Burnett, a big hug. 



MAKE YOUR KID A STAR cont, nu .<j 

management is needed, particularly 
when a child is trying to break into the 
big time. "We picked up a top manage- 
ment agency [in New York] for children 
because we don't live in New York, 
Chicago or California where you are 
privy to what's going on," says Moss. 
"We wanted somebody who could get 
out there and shop and keep Eric in 
mind when something comes up. " 

7. Be Prepared for Rejection. 
Many job possibilities come up, but 
children may land only one job for ev- 
ery 10 to 20 auditions. Though Heitz 
says she has noticed more "color-blind 
casting" in recent years, it is still diffi- 
cult for Black children to land roles that 
may have been written for Whites. 



When a talented child works hard, 
auditions and doesn't land the part, it 
is the parent's responsibility to teach 
the child to cope with rejection. "It's 
my job to do a lot of work on his self- 
esteem, his confidence," says Rushing 
in reference to helping Arion with re- 
jection. "These lads go out five days a 
week for five months and never get a 
job. I have to make sure he isn't bot- 
tling that up inside." 

Arion, who counts among his 
friends Jaleel White of television's 
Family Matters, indicates that he 
doesn't feel bad when he doesn't se- 
cure a role. Nor does he feel the need 
to compete with friends who already 
have roles on sitcoms. "If I don't get 
the role, I just say that they're missing 



out on a good thing," he says. 

8. Choose Roles Carefully. It is also 
wise to be selective of the roles your 
child may be asked to play. Sometimes 
the characters written for Black kids 
are nothing more than stereotypes — 
tough, streetsmart types. "We ran into 
a case where profanity was expected of 
a 10-year-old character," recalls Moss. 
"I told Eric we didn't want it. We are 
not going to exploit our kid for the sake 
of a role." 

Once the child establishes a good 
reputation among clients and agencies, 
the talent industry can offer lucrative 
opportunities. Talented children in 
commercial television and film can 
earn money to pay for their college ed- 
ucation. One national television com- 
mercial, in which the child is a princi- 
pal actor, can earn anywhere from 
$5,000 to $40,000, depending on how 
frequently it airs and the time-slot in 
which it is shown. 

The father of commercial talent, 
Jonese Burnett, reveals that his little 
star has so far socked away upwards of 
$25,000. "All money goes towards her 
college education, and it's mostly in in- 
vestment funds, whatever we can get 
the most interest off," says Burnett. 
Her mother, Bernice Burnett, is 
equally proud of her daughter's finan- 
cial portfolio. "She's pretty much to- 
gether," she says. "As a matter of fact, 
she's a lot better off than I am." 



Relaxing at home, Eric Moss plays a board game 
with his parents, Edward and Denise Moss. 
Parents should be careful to keep the pressure 
off talented children. "Whenever he is tired of 
it he can take a rest," says Mrs. Moss of her 
son's career. 
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ALL PURPOSE 
PROTEIN 
CREME 

FOR 
SKIN 
THAT 
FEELS 

YOUNGER 
TO THE 
TOUCH 



<■ Fashion Fair Cosmetics 1990 



vSHIl \ AIR 

\GRAI\^E FREE 

ALL PURPOSE 
PROTEIN CREME 

NET WT. 1.9 OZ./54 g 



The natural soluble protein in 
Fragrance Free All Purpose 
Protein Creme helps increase 
and maintain the elasticity of the 
skin on your face, throat, hands 
and bust. The very rich, yet very 
light moisturizer also leaves your 
skin satiny soft. Available at the 
Fashion Fair Beauty Counter at 
fine stores everywhere. 




Another fine product from Ebony/Jet 
Chicago • New York • London • Paris 



HENRY OSSAWA TANNER 



First African- 
American artist of 
international acclaim 
is featured in major 
retrospective 

THANKS in part to the Black Renais- 
sance of the '60s and '70s and the 
Black art resurgence of the '80s, there 
has been a major revival of interest in 
Henry Ossawa Tanner, the first Afri- 
can-American artist to win interna- 
tional recognition. 

Fifty-four years after his death, the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art has 
mounted the first major retrospective 
on the work of the artist who fled 
American racism in 1891 and spent 
most of his adult life in Paris. 

Most celebrated for his portrayal of 




Henry 0. Tinner, an African-American artist who 
was reared in Philadelphia, won unprece- 
dented international acclaim. The painting 
above is of his mother, Sarah Elizabeth Miller 
Tanner. 



Biblical subjects — particularly in 
works like The Annunciation, which is 
symbolic of African-American emanci- 
pation — Tanner was also known for his 
early portrayal of Black life in paintings 
like The Banjo Lesson. But whether 
painting a Biblical scene or a land- 
scape, he was a master in the use of 
color, light and shade. He also was one 
of a handful of American artists whose 
efforts established American art as an 
independent force with its own non- 
European identity. 

The Philadelphia retrospective, 
which has attracted wide media atten- 
tion, features some 90 paintings, in- 
cluding the masterpieces on the fol- 
lowing pages. The exhibition will 
travel later this year to major museums 
in Detroit, Atlanta and San Francisco. 

The largest private contributors to 
the exhibition were Merton Simpson, 
a Tanner fan and New York gallery 
owner, and the estate of Tanner's niece, 
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™ NEW ^ 



Before the 
MAYFLOWER: 

A HISTORY OF 
BLACK AMERICA 

This is a new edition of a Black history classic. 

First published in 1962, and continuously up- 
dated in succeeding years, the fifth revised edi- 
tion of Before The Mayflower contains new and 
expanded material in every chapter and a new 
section on Black pioneers and Black firsts. In- 
stead of adding a new chapter to cover contem- 
porary developments, historian Lerone Bennett, 
Jr. has revised the entire book, taking great care 
to retain the flavor and style of the highly praised 
original. 

Illus. Indexed ISBN: 0-87485-029-0 $25.00 



EBONY Senior Editor 

Lerone Bennett, Jr., journalist, historian and senior editor of 
EBONY Magazine. Born October 17. 1928 in Clarksdale, Mis- 
sissippi, he is a graduate of Morehouse College. In 1978 he 
received the Literatu re Award of the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters. Repeatedly honored for his historical research 
and contributions to Black American letters. Mr. Bennett is one 
of the world's most widely read Black American authors. 



OTHER OUTSTANDING BOOKS 



BY LERONE BENNETT, JR. 



WADE IN THE WATER 

Great Moments in Black History 

ISBN: 0-87485-079-1 $17.95 

THE SHAPING OF 
BLACK AMERICA 

Illustrated by Charles White 

ISBN: 0-87485-071-1 $17.95 

PIONEERS IN PROTEST 

ISBN: 0-87485-026-6 $5.95 



THE CHALLENGE 
OF BLACKNESS 

ISBN: 0-87485-051-1 $6.95 

BLACK POWER U.S.A. 

The Human Side of Reconstruction 1867-1877 

ISBN: 0-87485-023-1 $6.95 

WHAT MANNER OF MAN 

A Biography of Martin Luther King, Jr. 1929-1968 

ISBN: 0-87485-027-4 $17.95 



J ) Book Division JOHNSON PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 820 South Michigan Avenue • Chicago, IL 60605 
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17 mg. "tar", 1.2 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 

t 1990 R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO. 
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TANNER 

Continued 

Sadie T.M. Alexander. The exhibition 
does not feature one of the artist's most 
celebrated works, The Thankful Poor, 
which brought the highest price for a 
Tanner — a reported $250,000 — when 
it was bought by William and Camille 
Cosby. 

Despite the absence of this painting, 
the Philadelphia exhibition is a long- 
overdue American celebration of the 
pioneering African-American artist. 
Tanner, a descendant of a long line of 
distinguished leaders, developed an 
interest in art at the age of 13 and stud- 
ied for two years at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts. Limited by 
the racial perceptions of his White con- 
temporaries, he left America in 1891 
and scored a major success in 1895 with 
The Sabot Maker. In 1899 the Phila- 
delphia Museum bought The Annun- 
ciation. In 1923, the French govern- 
ment made him a Chevalier of The 
Legion of Honor. He died in his sleep 
at age 78 in his Paris apartment in 1937. 




The Annunciation, for which 
the artist used his wife, 
Jessie, as a model, was one 
of Tanner's most famous 
portrayals of a Biblical fig- 
ure, Mary. It shows his 
masterful use of light. At 
left, he captured on 
canvas educator Booker T. 
Washington, who wrote 
that people who stopped 
to look at Tanner's work at 
museums did not ask 
whether he was Black. 
"They simply knew that 
he was able to produce 
something which the 
world wanted ..." 
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Introducing the new Escort* I 
A new line of thought A new line of cars. 



There's a revolution going on at Ford. The advances 
in the development process were significant. The changes 
we made along our assembly lines were huge. We put two 
billion dollars into design and engineering; state-of-the-art 
facilities and into unprecedented worker training. 

Revolutionary Styling. The improved aerodynamic 
styling provides a great look plus outstanding performance 
feel. And the stylish interior keeps you sitting in the lap 
of luxury. 



Revolutionary Function. Your new Escort has 
been precision built to reach a new level of confidence 
on the road. 

Revolutionary Value. Affordably priced, the new 
Escort combines great looks, outstanding performance 
and quality construction with real value. 

GT, Wagon or Four-door Hatchback, the next Ford 
Escort is designed to rival any small car. 



1991 Ford Escort 
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SOMETHING 
SPECIAL 



.*- ,» v -TV \ 



Li 




Drag Enforcement Administration 

SPECIAL AGENT 

■T~^H 4 Michele Leonhart ^B^a^H 

^F Supervisory ^^^^^^^^E ^^^^^^^^^R 

I ■ She informs subordinates of A vfl 

■HiTf ^^ >- ^U_^^B objectives and changes there Wr^^^W^ \UB^^^^^^^^ 

^* ^■rPPnlr^ ff* in, and sets priorities 

Pbst HJV vestigations. She is also Vl^l 

responsible for providing w^fl 

positive and effective leader- ' , 1 
ship to assure an aggressive 
enforcement effort. 

M- James Williams ► |<£ 

Supervisory Special Agent » jTjBwl / ^^HB^Sm 

^■ac-. Serves as the principal advisor * " r 

iv . to the Ambassador on all inter- ^ ■ :T**-^** 

i S 3^ national narcotics and danger- 4W9M(^9 
' J " MBWSS ous drug matters. psS » 

Law enforcement is a rewarding and challenging career. It offers upward 
mobility, domestic and foreign assignments. The DEA is the Federal 
government's leading agency in the fight against drug trafficking! 

Entry level requirements: • Be a U.S. citizen • Be at least 21 years of 
age and not older than 34 at appointment • Be in excellent physical condi- 
tion • Have a valid driver's license and ability to drive a vehicle at maximum 
highway speeds • Have uncorrected vision of not less than 20/200 in both eyes, 
corrected 20/20 in one eye and 20/40 in the other • Be willing to relocate to 
another city in the United States • A college degree in any field and one year of 
experience conducting criminal investigations or comparable experience. 

OR • A college degree in any field and one of the following: • 2.9 overall 
grade point average (GPA) • 3.5 GPA in major field of study • Standing in the 
upper 1/3 of class or major subdivision • Membership in scholastic honor 
society • One year of graduate study 

Send a completed SF 171 to — 

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL 1405 I STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 

Attn: Recruitment (E) 

— You Can Make the Difference! — 
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RING YOUR CHILD 
INTO A WORLD OF GENTLE, 
MORE LOVING HAIRCARE... 



...With New 




By Soft Sheenf 



Introducing a whole new world of haircare products made especially for your baby. New Baby 
Love" from Soft Sheen' is a pleasant improvement in the way you clean, style and take care 
of your child's hair. 

New Baby Love" was found by a panel of pediatricians to be gentle and effective. This 
complete line of delicate, Baby Love" formulas is all you'll need to keep your child's hair soft 
and easy to manage. 

• Baby Love" Conditioning Shampoo is a gentle "no tears" formula that cleans and 
conditions in one easy step. 

• Baby Love" Conditioning Detangler softens hair and eases out tangles so the comb glides 
right through. 

• Baby Love" Moisturizing Hairdress Lotion has natural moisturizers to soften hair while 
improving management. 

• Baby Love" 1 Moisturizing Creme Hairdress leaves a healthy 
sheen without a heavy, greasy feel. 

So bring your child into a gentle, more loving world 
of haircare with new Baby Love™ by Soft Sheen.* 
\bur baby will love you for it. 
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Even the finickiest of children will tune into mealtime when you serve Easy Vegetable Soup, Honey Raisin Muffins, Pizza Franks, 
and Pasta and Vegetable Toss. Cheerful utensils and interesting food arrangements also help to bring the children to the table. 

FuM/ FoocU Fox, KajcU 



By Charlotte Lyons 

IT is never too soon for parents to 
start children on the road to a life of 
good eating and good physical fitness 
habits. Children who learn to appreci- 
ate healthful foods early in life will reap 
the benefits of balanced diets as adults. 
Parents must set good examples in or- 
der for children to take them seriously. 
Remember, children eat merely to sat- 
isfy hunger; it is up to the parent to 
shape eating habits. Getting children 



interested in a variety of foods is a lot 
easier if the foods have visual appeal. 
Children are usually attracted to 
brightly colored foods or foods that 
have interesting shapes. Encouraging 
them to help with the grocery shop- 
ping and preparation of meals will 
make it easier to get them to try new 
foods. Allowing children to help plan 
the menu will also increase interest in 
the meal. 

Here are tips to help the child de- 
velop good eating habits, plus some 



recipes that are fun to make: 

• Feed children healthy snack foods 
that may include fresh fruits, carrot 
curls or air-popped popcorn. 

• Don't scold children for eating too 
much "junk food," for it only makes 
these food products more tempting. 

• Remember that ice cream and 
french fries, eaten occasionally, are 
fine as long as they are part of a bal- 
anced diet. 

• Encourage physical activity and 
limit TV-viewing time. 
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PIZZA FRANKS 



1 tablespoon margarine 

V* cup chopped onion 

V* cup chopped green pepper 

Vt teaspoon dried oregano, crushed 

1 16-ounce package turkey franks 

Jarred pizza sauce 
V% cup shredded mozzarella cheese or 
cheddar and mozzarella mixture 

Hot dog buns, optional 

Melt margarine in small saucepan over 
medium heat. Add onion, green pep- 
per and oregano; cook and stir until 
just tender, about 3 minutes. Heat 
oven to 350°. Make a lengthwise slit in 
each frank, being careful not to cut 
through underside. Spread about 1 
teaspoon pizza sauce in each frank 
opening. Stuff with part of the cheese. 



Add vegetable mixture, dividing 
evenly between franks. Place in 11 x 
7-inch baking dish and sprinkle franks 
with remaining cheese. Bake uncov- 
ered for 15 to 20 minutes. Serve in 
buns or cut each frank into 5 pieces and 
serve as snack. 

Yields 8 stuffed franks 

HONEY RAISIN BRAN MUFFINS 

PA cups all-purpose flour 

2 tablespoons sugar 

1 tablespoon baking powder 

2Yt cups Raisin Bran cereal 

lYt cups milk 

Vb cup honey 

1 egg 

Y4 cup vegetable oil 

Combine flour, sugar, salt and baking 



powder; set aside. Combine Raisin 
Bran cereal, milk and honey in large 
bowl; let stand 2 minutes or until ce- 
real is softened. Add egg and oil; beat 
well. Add dry ingredients to cereal 
mixture, stirring only until combined. 
Portion batter evenly into 12 greased 
2V2-inch muffin-pan cups. Bake in 400° 
oven about 20 minutes or until lightly 
browned; serve warm. 

Yields 12 muffins 



EASY VEGETABLE SOUP 

1 10 '■.:-< mi k v can condensed beef broth 

1 soup can water 

1 16-ounce can tomatoes 

1 bay leaf 

V2 teaspoon Italian seasoning, crushed 

1 stalk celery, sliced 

V2 cup elbow macaroni or other pasta 
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Dessert can he delicious and nutritious when children feast on light and healthful 
treats like Yogurt and Fruit Sundaes, and Giant Raisin Bran Cookies. Both can be 
whipped up in a jiffy! 



2 10-ounce frozen mixed vegetables 
Vi teaspoon sugar 

Pour broth and water into large sauce- 
pan; add tomatoes with liquid to pan. 
Cut tomatoes with kitchen scissors. 
Add bay leaf, Italian seasoning and 
sugar. Bring broth mixture to boil; add 
celery, macaroni and frozen vegeta- 
bles. Return mixture to boiling; cover 
and reduce heat. Simmer 15 to 20 min- 
utes or until all vegetables are done. 

Yields 6 to 8 servings 



GIANT RAISIN BRAN COOKIES 

2 cups Raisin Bran cereal, crushed to 

Ws cups 
1 cup whole-wheat flour 
1 cup all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

3 /« cup margarine, softened 
% cup sugar 

Vi cup packed brown sugar 

2 eggs 

Combine cereal, flours and soda; set 
aside. Beat margarine and sugars until 
light and fluffy in larger mixer bowl. 
Add eggs; beat well. Stir in cereal mix- 
ture, thoroughly combining. Drop by 
scant Va cup measure onto ungreased 
cookie sheet. Bake in 350° oven about 
14 minutes or until lightly browned. 
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Yields about 18 cookies 



YOGURT AND FRUIT SUNDAES 
Vanilla yogurt 

Sliced strawberries, sliced peaches or 

sliced bananas 
Chopped nuts 
Whipped cream if desired 

Spoon some fruit into bottom of sun- 
dae glass; top with vanilla yogurt. 
Spoon or arrange fruit on top of yogurt. 
Sprinkle nuts and top with whipped 
cream. 



Yields 1 serving 



PASTA AND VEGETABLE TOSS 

3 tablespoons margarine or butter 
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
2 cups milk 

1 12-ounce package bite-size pasta, 

cooked and drained 
1 cup cooked broccoli 
Vi cup cooked sliced carrots 
Vi cup shredded milk cheddar or 

Monterey Jack cheese 

Melt margarine in large saucepan. Stir 
in flour; cook for 2 minutes. Add milk 
and stir. Continue cooking over low 
heat until sauce thickens. Add cheese 
and stir until cheese melts. Add pasta, 



broccoli and carrots. Season with salt 
and pepper if desired. Stir until vege- 
tables are coated. Cook until vegeta- 
bles are hot. 

Yields 6 to 8 servings 
OVEN-FRIED FISH PU5CES 

1 pound fish fillet 

2 tablespoons yellow cornmeal 

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
V* teaspoon salt 

V* teaspoon paprika 

Dash pepper 
V* cup milk 

3 tablespoons margarine or butter, 

melted 

Move oven rack to position above mid- 
dle of oven. Heat oven to 500°. Cut fish 
fillets into 2 x lVfc-inch pieces. Com- 
bine cornmeal, flour, salt, paprika and 
pepper. Dip fish into milk; coat with 
cornmeal mixture. Place fish pieces in 
generously greased rectangular pan, 
13 x 9 x 2 inches. Drizzle margarine 
over fish. Bake uncovered until fish 
flakes very easily with fork, about 10 
minutes. 

Yields 3 servings 



OVEN-BAKED DRUMSTICKS 

Vi cup all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon salt, optional 

Vi teaspoon paprika 

V\ teaspoon pepper 

6 chicken drumsticks 

Vt cup butter or margarine, melted 

Heat oven to 425°. Mix flour, salt, pa- 
prika and pepper in a bowl. Dip 
chicken drumsticks into butter; roll in 
flour mixture to coat. Arrange in an un- 
greased square pan, 8x8x2 inches. 
Bake uncovered until done, about 50 
minutes. 

Yields 6 drumsticks 



VEGGIE BITES 

Mi cup butter or margarine, melted 

1 egg 

2 teaspoons water 

Vi cup all-purpose flour 

V» teaspoon salt, optional 

2 cups of fresh vegetables (broccoli 

flowerets or cauliflowerets, Mi-inch 
carrot slices, Vfe-inch zucchini 
slices, Vfc-inch strips green or red 
pepper) 



Heat oven to 450°. Brush bottom of 
rectangular pan, 13 x 9 x 2 inches, with 
about 1 tablespoon of melted butter. 
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"My pancakes deserve 
the rich maple flavor 
of Log Cabin 8 Syrup" 




This special moment with my son calls for 
the rich maple flavor of Log Cabin® Syrup and 
my special homemade pancakes. 
Moments like these . . . never tasted so good. 



FLAVOR SINCE 1887 



1990 KRAFT GENERAL FOODS, INC. 




MELON STAR SALAD 



For that teenager who is learning to watch what he or she eats, low-calorie Melon Star 
Salad makes the perfect snack. Wedges of melon are topped with cottage cheese and 
strawberries. 

Beat egg and water with a fork in a shal- 

low dish. Mix flour and salt in another 
shallow dish. Dip about Vi of the vege- 
tables into egg mixture. Remove 1 veg- 
etable piece at a time with a slotted 
spoon, fork or hand; roll in flour mix- 
ture to coat. Place in pan. Repeat with 
remaining vegetables. Pour remaining 
butter carefully over each vegetable 
piece and into pan. Bake uncovered, 
turning once, until vegetables are 
crisp-tender and coating is golden 
brown, 10 to 12 minutes; drain. Sprin- 
kle lightly with grated Parmesan 
cheese if you like. 

Yields 2 cups vegetables 



Lettuce leaf 

melon wedges (cantaloupe, 
honeydew or watermelon) 
cup creamed cottage cheese 
Strawberry slices 



y 2 



Place lettuce leaf on plate. Arrange 
melon wedges on lettuce leaf in a circle 
with the points outward to make star. 
Spoon V2 cup cottage cheese into cen- 
ter of melon star. Garnish with straw- 
berry slices if desired. 

Yields 1 serving 



POCKET SANDWICHES 

V2 cup mayonnaise or salad dressing 
2 tablespoons prepared mustard 
2 3-ounce packages thinly sliced 

chicken, turkey, corned beef or 
dried beef 
2 pita bread rounds 

Sliced sweet or dill pickles 
Shredded Swiss or cheddar cheese 
Lettuce leaves 

Combine mayonnaise and mustard in 
mixing bowls. Cut meat into strips. 
Add meat to mayonnaise in bowl. Stir 
until all meat is coated with mayon- 
naise mixture. Cut each round of pita 
bread in half. 

Open the bread to make a pocket. 
Spoon about V2 cup of the meat mix- 
ture into each half of bread. Add pickle 
slices, shredded cheese and lettuce to 
pocket. 

Yields 4 sandwiches 



FUN SALADS 



SMILING BUG: Put a canned peach- 
half on a lettuce-lined plate. Use rai- 
sins for eyes, cherry stems for anten- 
nae and half a maraschino cherry slice 
for mouth. The legs are made of carrot 
curls. 

FRIENDLY DOG: Put a canned pear 
half on a lettuce-lined plate. Cut a 
prune lengthwise in half and remove 
the pit. Place one of the prune halves at 
the large end of the pear half for the 
ear. Use a raisin for the eye. Place a 
cherry half at the top of the narrow end 
of the pear half for the nose. Use apple 
wedges for the collar. 
HAPPY BUNNY: Put a canned pear 
half on a lettuce-lined plate. Use rai- 
sins for eyes, a strawberry (with a 
toothpick) for the nose. Cherry stems 
for whiskers and American cheese for 
the ears. 




Imaginative kids will enjoy helping to prepare a Fun Salad. The Smiling Bug and 
Friendly Dog are just two of the many characters that can be created for a tasty snack. 
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Cooking with 'Soul' and Style 




(Sorry, No C.O.D.'s.) 
Enclose Payment With 
Order, Plus $1.00 
Per Book Postage/ 
Handling. 

Book Division/ 

Johnson Publishing 

Company, Inc. 
820 South Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60605 



THE EBONY COOKBOOK $15.95 

A Date With A Dish 

Freda De Knight 

A perennial favorite in the kitchen is THE EBONY COOK- 
BOOK. Readers of EBONY magazine have long relied on the 
monthly feature "A Date With A Dish," in which most of 
these recipes, menus, and catering inspirations first appeared. 
A selection from thousands of dishes make up this collec- 
tion of soul food recipes— new ideas and old favorites. The 
book has a handsome laminated jacket to protect it from 
spills in the kitchen. A perfect gift for anyone. 

Indexed 390 pages 
ISBN: 0-87485-003-7 

THE INTEGRATED COOKBOOK $8.95 
The Soul of Good Cooking 

Mary Jackson and Lelia Wishart 

A black and white author join to bring you over 150 soul 
food recipes— including one for whole opossum and original 
George Washington Carver recipes, in his own words! Also 
favorite Jewish, Italian, Chinese and Mexican dishes plus a 
history of soul food, nutrition chart, and a list of recom- 
mended soul food restaurants. Recommended for those 
who love good food. 

Paperback. 144 pages 
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SPRING FASHIONS FOR 

THE GLOBAL MAN 



For spring/summer 
1991, Milanese de- 
signers have targeted 
the soft-comfortable ap- 
proach to men's fashions 
with styles for outdoor 
work-wear, office wear 
or global travel, and 
with multiple climates in 
mind. Fabrics such as 
cotton, raw silk, rayon 
and multi-blends have 
found their way into 
spring menswear collec- 
tions. 

The introduction of 
new weaves like wash- 
able rayon, iridescent 
rayon blends, seersucker 
and wrinkle-resistant 
synthetic blends with a 
soft, rich feel makes 
menswear fabrics adapt- 
able to any occasion. 

Casual, tailored 
sportswear for spring/ 
summer features light- 
weight shirts and casual 
trousers of gabardine 
and raw silk with Hawai- 
ian tropical print shirts. 
Some jackets feature 
sweaters with shirts and 
ties of bold novelty and 
abstract prints. There 
are loose-fitting blouson 
jackets that are wonder- 
ful for travel. Many are 
lightly interlined and 
water repellent. And 
there are trench coats 
soft enough to roll up 
and tuck into a brief- 
case. 

The confident man 
who is not afraid to be 
challenged will love the 
psychedelic colors of the 
new micro-fiber irides- 
cent fabrics. If you want 
to be ahead of the pack, 
forget the drabs and 
move fashion forward 
with bright aqua colors 
that are fun to wear — 
even though you might 
upstage your lady. 




EBONY FASHION FAIR 

By Eunice W. Johnson 



I 



Left: A quartet of colorful 
cotton shirts with cotton 
gabardine trousers, acces- 
sorized with abstract-de- 
sign caps. Note multiple 
belt loops at waist. By 
Gianni Versace. 



Above: A three-piece en- 
semble by Moschino has 
colorful tropical sheer cot- 
ton shirt and banana cotton 
jacket. Note unusual posi- 
tion of pocket with kerchief 
— on left side of jacket. 




Above: Soprani 
dresses up the global 
man in a four-piece 
ensemble of jacket, 
shirt, V-neck sweater 
tucked into pants with 
colorful abstract tie. 



Left: A fine pinstriped 
jacket with matching vest, 
worn with lighter-colored 
pants and darker-colored 
shirt. Note patterned tie. 
By Kaisermann. 



1 



Photography by 
Ingrid Hammond 
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New Soft Flexibles look like pumps, they just feel so much better. And, at just 
$9.99 a pair, you can dance away with more than one color. Who'd have guessed? 



Payless Sh«eS«urce 



Over 3000 stores coast to coast. Payless ShoeSource is known as Volume ShoeSource in WA and OR. We accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover, s 1991 Payless ShoeSource Inc. 



THE WAY THEY WERE 



A revealing look at young photos of Whitney Houston, Michael Jordan, 

Gov. Wilder and other celebrities 



.'f.V ■ — \ - I 
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Singer Whitney Houston, pictured, like other per- 
sonalities, today and at an early age (16). 



HAVE you ever 
wondered what your 
favorite Black celebrities 
looked like in their teens? 
Were they always as 
beautiful and as handsome? 
Or were they, like many of 
us, ordinary and even plain 
young people who evolved 
into the striking 
personalities that they are 
today? 

It's hard to imagine that 
Whitney Houston, 
Florence Griffith Joyner 
and other female stars may 
have looked like ordinary 
girls when they were 
growing up. But today they 
are among the most 
beautiful, exciting and 
entertaining women in 
America. 

And if you look at the 
teenaged photos of Bo 
Jackson and Virginia Gov. 
L. Douglas Wilder, you'll 
see surprising flashbacks 
from the past. For their 
photos give no indication 
that they would become 
98 




Michael Jordan, basketball star, graduated in 1980 
at age 18 from E. A. Laney High School in 



Bo didn't know how far Vincent (Bo) Jackson 
(right) would go when he graduated in 1982 
age 18 from McAdory High School in McCall 
Ala. 
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Florence Griffith ioyner, shown in her late teens, 
graduated from Jordan High School in Los An- 
geles, Calif., in 1978. 



Eddie Murphy (right), graduated in 1979 at age 17 
from Roosevelt High School in Roosevelt, N.Y'. 





two of the most charismatic 
role models in America. 

To find out how these 
men and women looked in 
their youth, we requested 
old photos from scores of 
Black stars. Some refused 
to participate because they 
didn't want the public to 
see how they looked before 
their wealth, fortune and 
international fame. But a 
courageous few were proud 
of their origins and eagerly 
scrounged up old photos 
and dropped them in the 
mail. And here is a look at 
the way they were. 

Continued on Page 102 



refreshing breeze is sweeping in that 
will make your beauty come alive with 
Fashion Fair's new 'A Breath of Spring' 
collection. Shades of Breathless Red, 
Spring Orchid and Bronze Breeze 
are available now at the Fashion 
Fair beauty counter at fine 
stores everywhere. 



Especially for you from Fashion Fair— your beauty bonus with a purchase of $12.50 or more is now available at 
these fine stores. 



Mar. 3-Mer. 16 
ALABAMA 

BERMAN-GAYLE 

Anniston 
McRAES 

Birmingham; Dothan: Fairfield: Florence: Gadsden; 
HuntsvMIe; Montgomery; Tuscaloosa 

ARIZONA 

DILLARD'S 

Mesa; Phoenix 

FLORIDA 

MACY'S 

Miami 

ILLINOIS 

MARSHALL FIELDS 

Aurora; Calumet City; Chicago; Joliet; Orland Park; Park 

Forest; Rocktord; Skokie 
KANSAS 

DILLARD'S 

Wichita 
LOUISIANA 

ABDALLAS 

Lafayette; New Iberia: Opelousas 
MICHIGAN 
CROWLEY'S 

Burton: Dearborn: Detroit; Livonia; Roseville: Southfield; 

Warren; Westland 

STEKETEE'S 

Grand Rapids; Kalamazoo: Muskegon 
OHIO 
LION'S 
Toledo 

MARSHALL FIELDS 

Columbus 

OKLAHOMA 

DILLARD'S 

Lawton; Midwest City; Muskogee; Norman; Oklahoma 

City; Shawnee; Tulsa 
TENNESSEE 

PARISIAN 

Chattanooga 
TEXAS 

DILLARD'S 

Abilene; Amarillo; Arlington; Austin; College Station; Cor- 
pus Christi; Dallas; Denton; El Paso; Fort Worth; Friends- 
wood; Houston; Hurst; Irving; Jasper; Killeen; Lewisville; 
Lubbock; Mesquite; Midland; Odessa; Pasadena; Piano; 
Richardson; San Antonio; Sherman; Temple; Waco; 
Wichita Falls 

VIRGINIA 
HEIRONIMUS 
Lynchburg: Roanoke 

WISCONSIN 
MARSHALL FIELDS 
Milwaukee 

Mar. 10-Mtr. 23 

COLORADO 

MAY D & F 

Aurora; Colorado Springs: Denver 
CONNECTICUT 
MACY'S 

Danbury; New Haven; Stamford 

DELAWARE 

MACY'S 
Newark 
GEORGIA 

CROUCH'S 
Griffin 
KIRVEN'S 
Columbus 
NEEL'S 
Thomasville 
ROSENBERG'S 
Albany 
ILLINOIS 
FAMOUS BARR 
Alton; Fairview Heights 

MARYLAND 

MACY'S 

Cookeysville; Glen Burnie; Owning Mills; Perry Hall 
MASSACHUSETTS 
FILENE'S 

Boston; Cambridge 
SAGE-ALLEN 

Leominster 

MISSOURI 

FAMOUS BARR 

Clayton; Jennings; Springfield: St. Louis 



NEW JERSEY 

MACY'S 

Bridgewater; Cherry Hill; Oeptford; East Brunswick; 
Eatontown; Lawrenceville; Livingston; Mays Landing; 
Menlo Park; Newark; Paramus; Plainfield; Short Hills; 
Wayne 
NEW YORK 
MACY'S 

Bayshore; Bronx; Brooklyn; Colonie; Elmhurst; Garden 
City; Huntington; Massapequa; Nanuet; New Rochelle; 
New York; Staten Island; White Plains 
NORTH CAROLINA 
DILLARD'S 

Asheville; Cary: Chapel Hill; Charlotte; Durham; Gastonia; 
Greensboro; Raleigh; Winston-Salem 
PENNSYLVANIA 
MACY'S 

King of Prussia; North Wales; Springfield 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
DILLARD'S 

Greensville; Spartanburg 
VIRGINIA 
MACY'S 

Arlington; McLean 
WASHINGTON 
THE BON 

Kennewick; Seattle; Spokane: Tacoma; Yakima 
Mar. 17-Mar. 30 
ALABAMA 

GAYFERS 

Dothan; Mobile; Spanish Fort 
RICH'S 
Birmingham 
CALIFORNIA 
MAY COMPANY 

Bakersfield: Brea; Canoga Park; Carlsbad: Costa Mesa; 
Culver City; Downey; Lakewood; Los Angeles: Montclair; 
N. Hollywood: National City: Northridge: Oxnard; Palm 
Desert; Redondo Beach; Riverside; San Diego; San Ber- 
nardino; Sherman Oaks: West Covina: Westminster 
FLORIDA 
GAYFERS 

Clearwater; M. Ester; Panama City; Pensacola; Tallahas- 
MAISON BLANCHE 

Altamonte Springs; Clearwater; Daytona Beach; Ft 
Myers; Jacksonville; Lakeland; Orange Park; Orlando; S. 
Orlando; St. Petersburg. Tampa 
GEORGIA 
RICH'S 

Atlanta; Augusta; Decatur; Duluth; Morrow; Union City 
ILLINOIS 
MADIGANS 

Chicago Ridge; Evergreen Park; Lincolnwood; Melrose 
Park; North Riverside 
LOUISIANA 

COLLEGIATE SHOPPE 

Grambling 

DILLARD'S 

Baton Rouge; Gretna; Hammond; Houma; Kenner; 
Lafayette; Marrero; Metairie; New Orleans; Slidell 
MISSISSIPPI 
GAYFERS 

Biloxi: Jackson; Ridgeland 
McRAES 

Columbus, Greenville; Hattieburg; Jackson; Laurel; 

Meridian: Natchez; Tupelo: Vicksburg 
NEVADA 

MAY COMPANY 

Las Vegas 
OHIO 

MAY COMPANY 

Akron; Canton: Cleveland; Elyria; Euclid: Mansfield: N. 

Randall; Sandusky; University Heights 

McALPINS 

Cincinnati; Franklin 
SOUTH CAROUNA 

RICH'S 

Columbia 
TEXAS 

GOLDSTEIN MIGEL 

Waco 
Mar. 24-Apr. 6 
ALABAMA 

ROGERS 

Decatur; Florence: Muscle Shoals 
DELAWARE 

STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER 

Christiana; Wilmington 
KANSAS 

THE JONES STORE 

Kansas City; Topeka 



MISSOURI 

THE JONES STORE 
Kansas City 
NEVADA 
DILLARD'S 

Las Vegas 

NEW JERSEY 

STRAWBRIDGE A CLOTHIER 

Burlington; Cherry Hill; Voorhees 

PENNSYLVANIA 

STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER 

Exton; King of Prussia; Philadelphia; Plymouth Meeting; 
Springfield; Willow Grove 
SOUTH CAROUNA 
KERRISON'S 

Charleston 

TENNESSEE 

GOLDSMITH'S 

Jackson: Memphis 

TEXAS 

EIBANDS 

Galveston 

Mar. 3»-Apr. 13 

ALABAMA 

GAYFERS 

Auburn; Montgomery; Tuscaloosa 

ARKANSAS 

DILLARD'S 

Ft. Smith; Hot Springs; Jonesboro; Little Rock; N. Little 
Rock; Pine Bluff 

FLORIDA 

BURDINES 

Altamonte Springs; Boynton Beach; Daytona; Gainesville; 
Hialeah; Hollywood: Miami; N. Miami; N. Tampa; Orlando; 
Palm Beach; Pompano Beach; Sunrise; W. Palm Beach 

GEORGIA 

GAYFERS 

Albany; Columbus 
HESS 

Mt. Berry; Rome 
ILLINOIS 

NEIMAN-MARCUS 

Chicago (N. Michigan Ave.) 
IOWA 

HERBERGER'S 

Waterloo 

KENTUCKY 

McALPINS 

Lexington 

LOUISIANA 

DILLARD'S 

Alexandria; Baton Rouge; Bossier City; Monroe; Shreve- 
port 

MICHIGAN 

THE FAIR 

Burton 

MISSISSIPPI 

DILLARD'S 
Ridgeland 
NEW YORK 
KAUFMANN'S 

Amherst; Ironequoit; Rochester; Syracuse; Williamsville 
NORTH CAROUNA 
GLOBMAN'S 
Eden 

OHIO 

KAUFMANN'S 

Niles; Youngstown 

PENNSYLVANIA 

KAUFMANN'S 

Erie; Monaca; Monroeville; Pittsburgh 
TENNESSEE 
DILLARD'S 

Antioch; Goodlettesville: Memphis; Nashville 
HESS 

Chattanooga: Knoxville; N. Knoxville 

TEXAS 

DILLARD'S 

Longview; Texarkana; Tyler 

MACY'S 

Houston 

NEIMAN-MARCUS 

Dallas 

VIRGINIA 

GLOBEMAN'S 

Danville; Martinsville 
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Supreme Beauty Products, 1990 




Healthy hair starts with 
healthy scalp. Conditj 
ing should be a part of youi 
daily routine. \ 

RAVEEN Hair Conditioner 
helps to eliminate hair 
breakage and brittleness. It 
adds natural oils for natural 
beauty of your hair. 

Supreme Beauty Products 

Another fine product from the publishers of E^ONY, JET, and EM 



820 S. Mich. 



- 



X 




Chicago, ILi60605 

zines, and dist. of Fashion Faff Cosmetics 




Muhammad Ali, Ixjrn in 1942, is shown here 
at age 12 at the beginning of his boxing 
career. 





Andre Dawson, outfielder with the Chicago 
Cubs, shown as a preschooler, graduated 
from Southwest Senior High School in 
Miami, Fla., in 1972. 




Ed Bradley, who is featured on GO Minute*, 
pictured at age 17, graduated in 1959 
from Saint Thomas More in Philadelphia. 
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t Fashion Fair Cosmetics 1990 




Fashion Fair's Transglo Pressed Powder adds the 
finishing touch to any makeup while creating 

an elegant matte look. With its 
special oil-absorbent formulation the powder 
never changes color on the skin 
and is designed to be used alone or 

over makeup. Transglo Pressed 
Powder for the ideal finishing touch. 

Another fine product from Ebony/Jet 
Chicago • New York • London • Paris 

■ 



HOUSE CALL 

Expert Advice on Health and Fitness 



MEALS & EXERCISE 

/am a 27-year-old male who exer- 
cises at a fitness club almost every 
day in the evenings after work. When is 
the best time for me to eat? I have 
heard it isn't good to eat before I work- 
out. Why not? S.B., St. Louis, Mo. 

Nutrition experts recommend that, 
exercisers and non-exercisers alike 
start every day with breakfast. For 
those who exercise late in the day like 
you do, it is recommended that break- 
fast and lunch be your major meals. A 
late afternoon snack of fruit, nuts and 
grain mix, for example, will help to 
boost your energy level before you 
workout. Never eat heavily before a 
workout because your body will not be 
able to digest food properly once you 
begin exercising. The body will be di- 
verting blood to the muscles and away 
from your digestive system. A good 
practice is to make sure your workout 
time is no fewer than two hours after a 
meal and one hour after a snack. 

SKIN CONDITION 

/am a 22-year-old male who is suffer- 
ing from a skin condition called 
psoriasis. I've done all that I can do to 
lessen its appearance, but it has gotten 
worse. Is there anything new out there 
for treatment of this skin condition? 
Are dermatologists working on a cure? 
Signed, Suffering. 

Yours is a common skin problem for 
which there is no cure. However, it is 
quite treatable with appropriate thera- 
pies. Normally, it takes about 30 days 
for new skin cells to completely replace 
the old epidermal layer that is 
sloughed off. In psoriasis, the rate of 
cell production is accelerated in some 
areas, causing skin cells to pile up fas- 
ter than they can be shed. This results 
in patches of outer skin that are dark- 
ened and scaly in appearance. Psoriasis 
tends to run in families, but it can also 
be triggered by emotional stress, in- 
fections, or damage or trauma to the 
skin. It is more likely to affect certain 
areas of the body, like the scalp, elbows 
and knees. A complete patient history 
will usually identify what triggered a 



flare-up. In some cases, treating the 
underlying infection may help to calm 
the psoriasis. Ultraviolet light therapy, 
or phototherapy, used in conjunction 
with topical treatment, has proved 
helpful. In addition, a derivative of Vi- 
tamin A has been helpful in severe 
cases, and so have some medications 
used to treat cancer. Patients should be 
cautioned that some drugs used to 
treat psoriasis have severe side effects. 
Once treatment begins, it usually takes 
at least two to four weeks before there 
are noticeable results. For more infor- 
mation and support, you may find it 
helpful to contact the Psoriasis Foun- 
dation, 6443 S.W. Beaverton Highway, 
Suite 210, Portland, Oregon 97221. 
(503) 297-1545. 

THIGH & HIP TRIMMERS 

/am a 17-year-old who considers her- 
self to be attractive. My big prob- 
lem is I am overweight, especially in 
my buttocks and thighs. My mother is 
overweight and I don't want to look 
like her in the future. What diet plans 
and exercises will help to slim me 
down? M.D., Tyler, Texas 

There are a number of isometric ex- 
ercises that will help you to tone up 
and slim down your thighs, hips and 
buttocks. Why not go to your local li- 
brary and find books and magazines 
with exercises you can do at home? Re- 
serve at least a half hour a day for your 
workout, and schedule it at a time 
when interruptions are at a minimum. 
Wear loose-fitting comfortable 
clothing, and exercise on a mat or 
padded floor with a towel on top. For 
the hips and buttocks, try the bicycle: 
Lie on your back. Using your arms for 
balance and to support your lower 
back, raise your legs off the floor. 
Keeping your back straight, bend your 
knees and rotate legs in a pedaling mo- 
tion. Do at least 20 rotations. A good 
exercise for toning flabby thighs in- 
volves lying on the back with stomach 
tight and lower back pressed into floor. 
With left knee bent and left foot flat on 
floor, slide extended right leg out to 
side of body, inches off the floor, and 



point toes. Flex right foot and pull it to 
the left until right heel is just above left 
knee. Do 10 times. Repeat on left side. 
You might also want to look for an exer- 
cise class, or form a club with friends 
who want to stay fit. As for your diet, 
start with easy, sensible changes. 
Drink plenty of water — as many 
glasses a day as you can hold. Eat more 
fruits and fresh vegetables and avoid 
eating starchy snack foods and greasy, 
fried meats. If after eight weeks you 
see little improvement, consider seek- 
ing help from a nutritionist, a physical 
education instructor, or a physician. 

KIDS & FIRE SAFETY 

/am worried sick about my 7-year- 
old niece who is obsessed with fire 
and watching things burn. She has 
been caught with matches and lighters 
a few times. How can we teach her the 
dangers of fire? T.H. Detroit, Mich. 

Your concern is certainly justified, 
for 300 children, ages 10 and under, 
died in fires in 1989, according to the 
United States Fire Administration 
(USFA). Children playing with fire is 
the leading cause of fire deaths among 
preschool-aged children. Recent 
studies have shown that children are 
more often motivated to play with fire 
for several reasons — curiosity, to cre- 
ate excitement, as revenge against a 
parent or sibling, to call attention to a 
problem, coercion by a sibling or 
friend, in response to an irresistible 
urge or a fantasy. Determining the rea- 
son your niece wants to play with fire 
will help you and other care-givers 
change her response. The National 
SAFE KIDS Campaign of USFA offers 
the following tips for teaching children 
the importance of fire safety: Teach 
children that matches and lighters are 
adult tools, not toys. Keep matches, 
lighters and other heat sources out of 
children's reach. Recognize your chil- 
dren's interest and curiosity about fire 
and teach them fire hazards as well as 
uses. Teach children what to do in case 
of fire. Teach your children appropri- 
ate ways to express feelings, for setting 
fires may be her way of acting out feel- 
ings. 



If you have questions about health and fitness, send them to HOUSE CALL, Ebony, 820 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago. IL 60605. 
Answers to all questions are checked with a physician. Because of the volume of mail received, we cannot give personal replies. 
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IN their new study of the dominance 
of organized religion in many Afri- 
can-American communities, C. Eric 
Lincoln, professor of religion and cul- 
ture at Duke University, and Law- 
rence H. Mamiya, associate professor 
of religion and African studies at Vassar 
College, provide a comprehensive his- 
torical overview of seven mainline 
Black denominations and present an 
analysis of their impact on African- 
American his- 
tory and cul- 
ture. 

The Black 
Church in the 
African-Ameri- 
can Experi- 
ence (Duke 
University 
Press, $18.95), a 
study that took 
10 years to com- 
plete, is one of the most thorough ex- 
aminations of the scope, internal struc- 
ture and significance of the Black 
church in contemporary society. The 
authors interviewed more than 1,800 
Black clergy in both rural and urban 
settings, executing the largest non- 
governmental survey of urban and 
rural churches ever undertaken and 
the first major field study on this sub- 
ject since the 1930s. 

They explore topics such as the atti- 
tude of the church toward women pas- 
tors, the reaction of the church to the 
Civil Rights Movement and trends that 
will define the Black church in the next 
century. The exhaustive research of- 
fers important insights into the Black 
church, its growth and development. 

Amateur Night at the Apollo: Ralph 
Cooper Presents Five Decades of 
Great Entertainment (HarperCollins 
Publishers, $25), a memoir by the ven- 
erable host of one of the most brutal 
showcases for new talent — amateur 
night at New York's legendary Apollo 
Theatre. Since 1934, Cooper, a re- 
spected song-and-dance-man in his 
own right, has presided over the 
Wednesday night rituals. With co-au- 
thor Steve Dougherty, he recalls the 
many talents who launched their ca- 
reers in front of the tough crowds, in- 
cluding Sarah Vaughan, Billie Holiday, 
Luther Vandross and Michael Jackson. 

There Is A Balm In Cilead: The Cul- 
tural Roots of Martin Luther King Jr. 
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(Fortress Press, $19.95), Lewis V. Bald- 
win's attempt to find the source of the 
slain civil rights leader's heroic vision 
and power. Baldwin, an associate pro- 
fessor of religion at Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, traces King's political and theo- 
logical awareness to his deep and 
abiding identification with the Black 
church and Black culture. Culling in- 
sights from King's sermons, speeches 
and unpublished papers, Baldwin re- 
constructs King's life and the joys and 
pains that shaped his work. 

Hansberry's Drama: Commitment 
Amid Complexity (University of Illi- 
nois Press, $27.50), an examination of 
the life and work of the gifted Black 
playwright Lorraine Hansberry, who 
died at age 34, leaving behind a num- 
ber of finished and partially finished 
plays and screenplays, not the least of 
which is the classic A Raisin in the Sun. 
Steven Carter, an associate professor of 
history at the University of Puerto 
Rico, was granted unlimited access to 
Hansberry's manuscripts and papers 
and emerges with a portrait of the art- 
ist's social, political and philosophical 
views and their relation to her artistic 
triumphs and goals. 

The Isis Papers: The Keys to the 
Colors (Third World Press, $14.95), a 
collection of essays by Dr. Francis 
Cress Welsing, a physician specializing 
in general and child psychiatry, focus- 
ing on the global system of White su- 
premacy and strategies for coping with 
racism in modern society. 

Stitched From The Soul: Slave 
Quilts from the Ante-Bellum South 
(E.P. Dutton, $18.95), a study of how 
African culture influenced American 
quilting styles 
and 19th cen- 
tury textile 
production, by 
Gladvs-Marie 
Fry, Ph.D. 

Memory of 
Kin: Stories 
About Family 
by Black 
Writers (Dou- 
bleday, $22.95), 
a collection of 
stories and poems by noted Black 
writers, including Rita Dove, Panic 
Marshall and Alice Walker, edited by 
Mary Helen Washington. 

The Megalight Connection (E & L 
Press, $9.95), science fiction novel set 
on the planet Zarkon, located in a dis- 
tant galaxy, where peace and harmony 
reign for generations, thanks to the 
power of a binding universal force, by 
William M. Griggs. 
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Skincare 



Before your daily 
shave be sure to 
wash with the 
Buf • Puf facial 
sponge plus your 
soap or cleanser. 

Tests prove vigorous 
Buf • Puf action 
helps free trapped 
hairs imbedded in 
your skin which 
cause shaving 
bumps. 

What's more, with 
Buf • Puf you get a 
closer, smoother 
shave and better- 
looking skin. 

Available in regular 
or gentle texture. 
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BUF^PUF. 

SKIN THINGS 
THAT DO THINGS. 



BUF-PUF IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK 
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Actress triumphs 
over drugs, welfare, 
dyslexia and divorce 



¥ DIDN'T dream alxnit this," 
I says Whoopi Goldberg, 
shaking her head and marvel- 
ing at the enormity of her 
against-all-odds success — 
the movies, the millions, 
the Malibu beach house. "I 
dreamed about getting my 
kid more than one pair of 
shoes, or how to make $165 
worth of groceries last all 
month.'' 
What a difference a decade 
makes. Today, the Grammy and 
Golden Globe winner who grew up 
in a New York housing project 
can buy whatever she pleases. 
And if, as the Hollywood rumor 
mill has it, she sometimes seems 
to be enjoying her celebrity sta- 
tus a little too much, she can be 
forgiven the occasional star 
trip. No doubt she can be tem- 
peramental ( "Cranky as I 
wanna be," as she puts it); 
most stars are. But, unlike 
other celebrities, her journey 
to the top was hardly your stan- 
dard don't-call-us-we 11-call-you 
climb. Hers was a life and death strug- 
il 1 e with drugs, divorce and 
degradation — a tortured tango with 

EBONY • March 1991 



the devil for her soul. 

By her 17th birthday she'd dropped 
out of high school, convinced she was, 
if not moronic, at least abnormally 
slow. "I couldn't understand what they 
were doing," says Whoopi, referring to 
her inability to grasp seemingly basic 
lessons. Of course she couldn't. She 
had dyslexia, though it would be years 
before the reading disorder was diag- 
nosed. By then, however, it was too 
late. "You don't want to be retarded all 
your life. I was retarded for a good part 
of mine, according to all the paper- 
work, and I just couldn't handle it," 
she admits. So she gave up — cleaned 
out her locker and hit the streets. It 
was the end of innocence. 

Out of the classroom and on her 
own, Whoopi got into drugs — LSD, 
heroin, you name it, she did it — and 
before long she was hooked. Strung- 
out. A stone-cold junkie. "There ain't 
no joy in a high — none" she finally 
concluded. "You think there's a joy in a 
high because it feels good temporarily. 
But it feels good less and less often, so 
you've got to do it more and more of- 
ten. It ain't your friend." 

But coming to that realization — and 
then getting clean — was a long and tor- 
menting odyssey. "I didn't stop alto- 
gether at once. It took many, many 
tries," she recalls. "You fall a lot be- 
cause it's hard. " So hard, in fact, the 
experience has left her vocally anti- 
drugs. "I tell kids, 'Save the money and 
just kill yourself because [if you're 
using drugs] that's what you're doing. 

To this day, she doesn't know what 
made her realize she had to stop, but 
she knows that if she hadn't stopped 
she'd probably be six feet under in- 
stead of on top of the world. "Junkies 
never know they have to stop and I 
don't know now how I did. All the peo- 
ple who stopped me are dead now. I'm 
the living legacy of this group of tal- 
ented, wonderful dope fiends who 
cleaned me up and made a lasting im- 
pression," she says softly. 

Actually, her rehabilitation experi- 
ence produced something else lasting 
in her life: her 16-year-old daughter, 
Alexandrea, who was born when 
Whoopi was 19, about a year after she 
married her drug counselor. Within a 
few months, however, the marriage 
crashed and burned, and in short or- 
der, Whoopi found herself with no hus- 
band, no job and no real prospects. 

There wasn't much demand in New 
York for an ex-junkie high school drop- 
out with a baby to support. So, in 1974, 
Whoopi headed for the West Coast to 
start over with just her child and her 
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Different faces of mul- 
titalentcd superstar 
are reflected in 
scenes from (top to 
bottom) The Long 
Walk Home, Ghost, 
Fatal Beauty (with 
Sain Elliott) and 
Carol [Burnett], 
Carl, Whoopi and 
Robin comedy spe- 
cial. 

childhood dream: to act. "Acting is the 
one thing I always knew I could do," 
she says. 

She would need that dream to carry 
her through the nightmare of the next 
six years. She may have known she was 
born to act, but in the beginning, no 
one else did. When she arrived in San 
Diego, pay-the-bills acting jobs were, 
to put it mildly, scarce. And although 
she found work in improvisational 
groups, she took a series of less glam- 
ourous roles — including working as a 
bricklayer and doing hair and making 
up corpses in a funeral parlor — to pay 
the bills. 

Still, that wasn't enough and 
Whoopi reluctantly went on welfare, 
an experience that still haunts her. 
"The welfare workers used to make 
these surprise visits because you 
weren't allowed to have friends — 
especially not friends to whom you 
might want to be polite and feed some- 
thing," she recalls, the anger from 
years of indignity just beneath the sur- 
face. "If a welfare worker did surprise 
you and you happened to have a friend 
in the house with a plate of food in front 
of them, it would be deducted from 
your money the next month." 

Month after month, Whoopi en- 
dured the surprise visits ("I had this 
caseworker who was nasty as hell") and 
the ensuing indignity. Which is why, 
though she's won a Grammy, a Golden 
Globe Award and received an Emmy 
nomination, she says nothing — 
nothing — in her life has come close to 
giving her the rush she felt when, after 
five years on public assistance, she was 
able to support herself. "The greatest 
thing I ever was able to do was give a 
welfare check back. I brought it back to 
the welfare department and said, 
'Here. I don't need this anymore,'" she 
says, the pride in her voice still crystal- 
line. 

Getting off welfare, like getting off 
drugs, was such a sweet triumph, 
made even sweeter, she admits, by the 
ultimate irony — and the ultimate re- 
venge. The day she returned her wel- 
fare money, she saw her old casework- 
er — the one who'd treated her like 
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Despite controversy surrounding her movie debut in The Color Purple, Whoopi won an Oscar nomi- 
nation and a Golden Globe Award for her portrayal of Celie, an abused woman saved by the love 
of a female blues singer. 



WHOOPI GOLDBERG Continued 

dirt — applying for it. "It's sad I know 
to say this vindictive thing, but she had 
been hell, this woman, and now maybe 
she would get somebody who was just 
as nasty as she was so she could under- 
stand not everybody wants to be on 
welfare," says Whoopi, who invented 
her name (and prefers not to use her 
given name) and boosted her age ("No 
one thought I was old enough") to land 
acting gigs. 

She wasn't wealthy by any measure, 
but who cared? She was supporting 
herself and living her dream. But not 
even she was prepared for the fluke en- 
counter of 1983 that transformed the 
dream into a full-fledged fantasy. 
While she played New York's Dance 
Theater Workshop, famed Hollywood 
director Mike Nichols caught her 
show. Bowled over by the pathos of her 
characters — the Valley Girl who per- 
forms a coat-hanger abortion on her- 
self, a junkie with a Ph.D. and a little 
Black girl (reportedly based on Alex- 
andrea) who longs for blond hair — he 
immediately signed her for the one- 
woman Broadway show he produced 
nine months later. 

Nichols isn't the only person to be 
intensely affected by her show. So real 
are her portrayals, many who have wit- 
nessed them live have been unable to 
separate reality from theater, art from 
life. "Somebody actually slapped me 
backstage once," she says, recalling a 
right-to-lifer offended by her abortion 
sketch. What did she do? "Well, I'm 
not in jail so I didn't kill them. But. . . 
no one has done it since and I would 
not advise anyone to try and do it now, " 



she says, her voice chillingly cold, 
weighing the words, the assault and 
the death threats she has received fol- 
lowing her powerful performances. 

After Nichols proclaimed her a flat- 
out natural, Whoopi's career went into 
overdrive. The pedal-to-the-metal 
speed of her success was better than 
any movie Hollywood could produce. 
Without a single film credit, Steven 
Spielberg chose her to play the lead in 
1985 s most-talked-about movie, The 
Color Purple. For her performance, 
she received an Oscar nomination and 
a Golden Globe Award. The same year 
she won a Grammy for Best Comedy 
LP, then followed it with an Emmy 
nomination for her guest appearance 
on TV's Moonlighting. Suddenly, she 
was the darling of Hollywood. Every- 
one loved her. Everyone was talking 
about her. Everyone wanted her. 

Unfortunately, Whoopi followed up 
those successes with a string of crit- 
ically panned movies. From Jumpin 
Jack Flash, to Burglar, to Fatal Beauty, 
her movie choices were viciously as- 
sailed. In Hollywood, where a star's 
bankability is part image, part illusion, 
part reputation, that meant Whoopi's 
career was in serious trouble. And as 
she quickly discovered, the only thing 
Hollywood loves more than a rising 
star is a falling one. 

Reading her professional obituary 
almost daily was bad enough, but what 
really stung, says Whoopi, was how 
much of the criticism came from the 
Black community. "It's really been 
tough," she says, "reading stuff 
that . . . Black folks have said. They talk 
about the kind of roles that I do and 



then turn around and say how tough it 
is to find work. I'm working my ass off 
and they're kicking it . . . for working. " 

Privately, things weren't much bet- 
ter. In 1986, she'd fallen in love and 
married Dutch cameraman David 
Claessen, whom she'd met while film- 
ing a documentary on the homeless. In 
less than two years, the marriage hit 
the skids. While she'd hoped to part 
amicably — a mature sorry-things- 
didn't-work-out-but-thanks-for-the- 
memories split — Claessen, she be- 
lieves, had other ideas. He didn't want 
memories, Whoopi feels — he wanted 
something more tangible. "The man 
walked off with a car, a house and all 
my cash, " she confides. "And he didn't 
come with nothing," she says of 
Claessen's financial contribution to the 
marriage. "(Claessen) came with air. 
Bad air at that." 

Jokes aside, there's no question the 
divorce has left a permanent scar. No 
way, she says, will she ever marry 
again. "The last one cost me too much 
money." 

Money wasn't all it cost her. Follow- 
ing her made-in-headlines divorce, the 
rumors about her sexual proclivity — 
she was, it was widely whispered, a 
closet lesbian — kicked into high gear. 
"People assumed that I was gay be- 
cause of. . . the way I look and because 
of the way they assume gay women are. 
I would show up to places alone or with 
a friend who happened to be female, so 
this created a lot of fervor. People 
didn't think I had any sensuality or any 
sexuality. . . now they're finally starting 
to say, 'Yes, well maybe she is a 
woman.'" 

In point of fact, says Whoopi, there 
is no maybe about it, though she knows 
people will believe what they want. 
Til tell them if they ask me, 'No, I'm 
not gay. ' But people don't want to know 
that. They want to insinuate and push 
you out." 

Ironically, she's also taken a lot of 
flack for her relationships with men, 
particularly, she says, from many in the 
Black community who disapprove of 
her White mates. (Her current boy- 
friend is also a cameraman, also 
White.) "I don't even listen. Nobody's 
going to tell me who I can sleep with, " 
she says. "Who I sleep with and how I 
sleep with them should not be a prob- 
lem because ... if I'm looking to make 
peace in the world, then why do you 
want to mess with me and tell me I've 
done the wrong thing? Because [you 
think] I've let go of my culture? I'm 
here. I don't change my skin every day. 
Every day I'm out there, every movie I 
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'SEND •YOUR* MAMA'TO •THE 




• Roundtrip air transportation for two 
(2) to Miami, Florida on American 
Airlines, "Something Special in 
the Air." 

• A three day/three night cruise for 
two on the Norwegian Cruise Line 
Sunward II, "The Best Things in 
Life at Sea." 

• Plus $500.00 spending cash 

• 11 winning Moms 

• Fill out entry blanks below and mail it 
in today 

• Or look for contest entry blanks at 
participating stores 

• You can also enter by calling 1-900- 
446-2255, Sheridan Broadcasting 
Network. Call costs $.95 per minute. 
The call will support the National 
Head start Program. 

• It's the perfect Mother's Day surprise. 
So ENTER NOW! 

Courtesy of American Airlines, Norwegian Cruise Lines, and 
Colgate-Palmolive. "A Tradition of Caring for Your Family." 



Colgate 




WIN A VACATION CRUISE FOR YOUR MOTHER! 



ENTER NOW! ENTRY BLANK 

I 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE 



OFFICIAL RULES 

1 . Contest open to all residents of the U.S.A., 12 years old and older. 
Employees and family members of employees of Colgate-Palmolive 
Company, its subsidiaries, affiliates and agencies, and Consumer 
Concepts Inc. are not eligible. 

2. To enter, hand print your name, address, age and day phone num- 
ber on the official entry form (or plain 3" x 5" index card) , along with 
a 5" x 7" or 3" x 5" index card with twenty-five (25) words or less that 
express your love for your mother, along with proof-of-purchase 
which can be a cash register receipt with price of Colgate-Palmolive 
product circled, or the UPC code written down on entry form. All 
entries remain the property of Colgate-Palmolive. Enter as often as 
you wish, but each entry must be mailed separately. Mail entries to 

Send Your Mama to the Bahamas Contest." PO. Box 1830; New 
York, N.Y 10116. Entries must be postmarked by April 23. 1991 . and 
received by April 30. 1991 . Not responsible for lost, late, misdirected 
or damaged mail. 

2a. You can also enter by calling 1-900-446-2255. Each call costs 
$.95 per minute. Proceeds will support the National Headstart 
program. 

3. Entries will be tudged on a total forty (40) point value system 
based on the following criteria: (10 points) clarity of expression; (20 
points) sincerity of the content and meaningfulness; and (10 points) 
uniqueness of statement. Entrants will be judged by a panel of liter- 
ary scholars under the supervision of Consumer Concepts Inc., 
and an independent judging organization whose decisions are final. 
Only one (1) winner allowed per household or address. 



4. Prizes. Eleven (11) Grand Prize winners will be chosen. Each 
Grand Prize winner and his/her selected traveling companion will be 
provided round-trip coach air transportation from the major airport 
nearest their home to port city for a four (4) day, three (3J night stay, 
including hotel accommodations, meals and $500 spending money. 
Travel dates will be subject to availability and restrictions designated 
by American Airlines and Consumer Concepts Inc. Estimated value of 
each Grand Prize is $2,800. Winners under 18 must be accompanied 
by parent or guardian. Actual retail value is dependent on point of 
U.S. departure. Fifteen (15) first-prize winners each receive $200 
which can be applied towards dinner for four (4) at a restaurant of 
their choice. 

Twenty (20) second-prize winners each receive $50 in American 
Express Gift Cheques. Prizes are not transferable. No prize substi- 
tution or cash alternatives will be allowed for prizes. Any expenses 
incurred outside of prize provision and risks of travel are the win- 
ners' responsibility. Winners' likenesses and names may be used 
for promotional purposes without consideration. All taxes are the 
responsibility of the winners. Winners will be required to execute 
an affidavit of eligibility and travel releases. 

5. Entrants are responsible for knowledge of content of official rules 
and agree that Colgate-Palmolive, the prize providers, their affiliates, 
agencies and their employees and Consumer Concepts Inc. shall 
have no liability in connection with the acceptance or use of prizes 
awarded. Contest subject to all federal, state and local laws and 
regulations and is void where prohibited or restricted by law. For 

a winners' list, send a stamped self-addressed envelope to "Send 
Your Mama to the Bahamas Winners, PO. Box 1830; New York, N.Y. 
10116. Residents of West V A and Vermont need not stamp envelope 
or provide any proof-of-purchase. 
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Print your name and address. 
Attach this entry blank to your 3" x 5" index 
card with the proof-of-purchase from a cash 
register receipt or write the UPC code number 
from any Colgate-Palmolive product displayed 

above, here: 

and mail to: 

"Send Your Mama to the Bahamas" 
P.O. Box 1830; New York, NY 10016 

NAME 
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CITY 



STATE 



ZIP 
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fcopyrlgrrteo'material 




WHOOPI GOLDBERG Continued 

make I'm Black. Every diamond I wear 
is worn on a Black hand. Of course, no- 
body has asked me about my first hus- 
band [who is Black] because nobody 
wants to know about that," she says. 

Though she continued to work (in 
addition to films, she co-hosts HBO's 
now-historic Comic Relief benef it for 
the homeless and stars on Star Trek: 
The Next Generation), her reputation 
deteriorated badly. In less than five 
years she went from Hollywood's 
golden girl to a rumored lesbian/Uncle 
Tom with a bad attitude and a career on 
the skids. In Hollywood, thateombina- 
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tion is almost always terminal, and in- 
siders whispered she was washed up — 
through — that she should pack it in 
and be happy to do guest spots on the 
Hollywood S(piares. 

The voice Whoopi listened to, how- 
ever, came from inside. As always, it 
told her to hang tough. Whatever any- 
one thought of her, she was a survivor. 
It was just a matter of time before she'd 
be back on top. 

The time came last summer. In a 
wickedly funny performance as a fake 
psychic, she made Ghost, the highest- 
grossing movie of 1990 and the feel- 
good film of the year. Not long ago, she 



signed a multi-picture deal with Para- 
mount rumored to be worth millions, 
and she has her own office on the leg- 
endary lot. In March, she co-stars with 
Sissy Spacek in a film based on the 
Montgomery bus boycott, The Long 
Walk Home. She's already begun film- 
ing her next movie. Soap Dish, a com- 
edy in which she plays the head writer 
of a soap opera. Not bad for a washed- 
up has-been. 

"I'm chuckling at this point in time 
because this is sort of a second time 
around for me," says Whoopi of the 
deja vu acclaim. But it is irony, more 
than humor, she finds in the NAACP's 
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decision to name her 1990 Entertainer 
of the Year. "I was very pleased about 
[the award] because they were in- 
volved with some picketing of me be- 
cause of their objections to The Color 
Purple, my look and my language," 
says Whoopi. "So it's an interesting 
evolution to have come this distance . . 
. I didn't ^et a lot of support in the 
Black community when 1 first came 
out. I was too strange for people." 

Strange? Maybe. Determined? Un- 
deniably. Like her life up to this point, 
the new year promises to test it to the 
limits. According to insiders, its likely 
she 11 soon be embroiled in litigation 

EBONY • March 1991 



over the recent cancellation of Bagdad 
Cafe, the CBS series in which she co- 
starred with Jean Stapleton. The Hol- 
lywood rumor mill is rife with reports 
she was so unhappy with the show that 
she threw an on-set temper tantrum. 
No one is starring in it now; it's can- 
celled. Whoopi refuses to comment on 
the nature of the incident. All she 
wants to say today of the series is, "It 
needed to end but I did not end it, and 
I am taking the heat for a corporate de- 
cision that they were not strong or con- 
fident enough to stand behind without 
a scapegoat." 

On the personal side, at 35, she's ad- 



justing to being a new grandmother, 
hoping to fare better at it than she did 
at motherhood. "I was not a very good 
mother. I don't have those nurturing 
mommy skills that you need," she says 
of her relationship with Alexandrea, 
who gave birth to a daughter, Aniarah 
Skye. a little more than a year ago. 

How did she feel about her unmar- 
ried 15-year-old daughter having a 
baby? "I thought I had other insights 
but she made her decision and we're 
all quite happy with it, she says. "I'm 
glad, however, that this baby was a 
choice and not a forced issue — that she 
could have decided not to carry it had 
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In happier days, Whoopi and her former husband, cameraman David Claessen, share a night out. 
Divorced star says that she will never marry again. Whoopi and her 16-year-old daughter, Alex- 
andrea (right), are adjusting to new roles of mother and grandmother following the 1990 birth of 
Alexandrea's daughter, Amarah Skye. Star's mother, Emma Johnson (bottom photo), is a former 
nurse and Head Start teacher. 



WHOOPI GOLDBERG continue 

she wanted that. That's very important 
to me — that she made the choice her- 
self." 

No one knows better than Whoopi 
how important choice can be. Years 
ago, she too faced it, though unlike her 
daughter, she chose to have an abor- 
tion. Which helps explain why she is 
more than willing to use her celebrity 
for the abortion rights cause. "Rich 
women will always get them (abor- 
tions) — they'll call them D & Cs. And a 
poor woman will go to the butchers. 
Hopefully, we can circumvent the 
butchers now that we know what that 
process brings," she says. 

Privately, she's currently involved 
with cameraman Eddie Gold, whom 
she met — and asked out — during the 



filming of Clara's Heart. "People never 
ask me to do stuff because they think, 
'Oh, that's Whoopi. She would never 
want to just go out.' So I asked him to 
go for some Chinese food ... I have a 
pretty funny time with the old bald 

guy" 

How long the Gold/Goldberg ro- 
mance will last remains to be seen. 
How long Whoopi Goldberg's career 
will last is no mystery: as long as she 
wants it to. When it comes to survival, 
she's proven she can play the mine's- 
longer-than-yours game with the best 
of them. 

"I'm not a flash in the pan," she says. 
What she means is that when it's time 
to leave Hollywood, she'll write her 
own script. She always has. 

— Laura B. Randolph 
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Partners of Mitchell/Titus i Co., the nation's largest Black CPA firm, include (seated, 1. to r.) Bert N. Mitchell and Robert P. Titus, (standing, 1. to r.) 
Mary M. Centeno, Chester N. Watson, Glenn N. Deans, Phillip P. Williams, Kwabina Appiah, Timothy P. Spillane, Willard N. Archie, Wayne O. 
Leevy, Ronald Benjamin and Virgilio Blondet Jr. Below, founding partners Mitchell and Titus are a study in confidence as they guide the firm. 

The Biggest Blaek 
CPA Firm 



TUS & CO. 




With shrewd 
planning, MitcheW 
Titus & Co. soared 
to the top of the 
accounting field and 
plans to stay there 



FROM his expansive, window-en- 
circled office on the 27th floor of a 
sleek skyscraper situated on the rim of 
New York Harbor, Bert N. Mitchell, 
founder and chief executive officer of 
Mitchell/Titus & Co., can almost peer 
into the more than two-foot-tall eyes of 
the Statue of Liberty. How fitting that 
Mitchell, a native of Jamaica and the 
embodiment of the American dream, 
should stand virtually face to face with 
the national symbol of hope, hard work 
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In the conference room of the firm's Hew York office, members of the executive committee — (1- to r.) Wayne O. Leevy, Willard N. Archie, Bert Mitchell, 
Robert Titus and Phillip P. Williams — discuss the progress of ongoing and sought-after projects. The executive committee is composed of senior 
partners who are charged with plotting the future of the firm. By most estimates, the firm's growth will level off with a staff of 500 by the year 2000. 

BIGGEST CPA FIRM Continued tions that rival Lady Liberty herself. 

After only 18 years in existence, 
Mitchell/Titus & Co. has become the 
largest and possibly the most success- 
ful minority-controlled firm of certi- 



and success. For Mitchell — and the ac- 
counting firm that he and co-founder 
Robert P. Titus helped to build — is 
nothing if not a success story of propor- 



fied public accountants in the nation, 
with annual billings estimated to be in 
the neighborhood of $16 million and a 
cache of clients that includes federal, 
state and municipal government agen- 
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My big sister, She's choosey. She thought DONNIE'S 
was only for curls. Boy ! was she wrong. She used my 
Donnie's Growth Creme and Donnie's Detangiing 
Conditioning Shampoo, and now I can't keep her 
away. She loves the smell of the Growth Creme and 
the way Donnie's doesn't tangle her hair after sham- 
pooing. . . And all I did was tell her about DONNIE'S 
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cies, large not-for-profit organizations 
and Fortune 500 companies such as 
PepsiCo, Inc. and Philip Morris, Inc. 

In its brief history, Mitchell/Titus 
has vaulted over many older, more es- 
tablished Black firms and is cocky 
enough to believe it can selectively 
challenge the dominance and effi- 
ciency of some larger and older White 
accounting firms. 

What's the secret behind this prodi- 
gious success? 

"We are a good accounting firm," 
says Bert Mitchell simply. "We can 
perform. We are good at carrying out 
engagements. We are skillful at help- 
ing to develop business. We have a rep- 
utation for integrity and credibility. 
Those are the things that have built 
this firm and that move it forward." 

Robert Titus adds that intense prep- 
aration and self-scrutiny also have 
been key. "From the very beginning, 
we recognized the importance of plan- 
ning and preparing for future events," 
he says. "So we developed strategies 
that exploited some of the oppor- 
tunities that presented themselves." 

That, say its founders, is why Mitch- 
ell/Titus has experienced tremendous 
growth during a period when many ac- 
counting firms — including "big six" 
powerhouses like Arthur Anderson 
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and Coopers & Lybrand — are con- 
tracting. In a recent survey of the na- 
tion's top 60 accounting firms con- 
ducted by Accounting Today 
magazine, Mitchell/Titus ranked 37th 
in size and 35th in productivity. The 
firm has virtually doubled in personnel 
in the past five years, swelling to its 
current workforce of just over 200 peo- 
ple in three offices — New York, Wash- 
ington, D.C., and Philadelphia. 

The firm's New York headquarters, 
located in a gleaming office tower at 
One Battery Park Plaza, at the tip of 
the city's (some say the nation's) finan- 
cial district, looks down on many of the 
same fat, powerful accounting firms 
that denied job opportunities to both 
Bert Mitchell, 52, and Robert Titus, 
49, at the start of their careers more 
than 25 years ago. 

"I must have walked from one end 
[of Wall Street] to the other," says 
Mitchell, recalling those lean years 
when, fresh from the MBA program of 
the Bernard M. Baruch School of Busi- 
ness of the City University of New 
York, he futilely searched for a position 
with the big firms. 

The oldest of seven children, Mitch- 
ell migrated to America in 1958 at age 
20. Anxious to make a living, he sought 
a variety of low-paying jobs. But the 



racism of the day was fierce, and he was 
unceremoniously turned away. "I was 
told that I didn't have enough experi- 
ence to be a dishwasher at an automat," 
he says, still incredulous at the mem- 
ory, "and that in order to collect sub- 
way tokens I needed to get experience 
in the Army." 

But Mitchell was undaunted by the 
snubs. He believed that America held 
for him opportunities that were not 
available in his native Jamaica. "Some 
people looked at this country and all 
they saw was the racism that was 
here," he says. "I looked, and I saw the 
racism, but I also saw that they would 
give you this one little break, and in 
that break were possibilities that could 
be endless. " 

So he enrolled in Baruch, while 
working full-time as a clerk for a Team- 
sters local. Initially, he harbored 
dreams of becoming an engineer, but 
after scoring surprisingly well in a few 
business courses, he gravitated to ac- 
counting, where he has stayed. 

He served stints as the controller of 
two insurance companies and the Ford 
Foundation before settling in at Lucas, 
Tucker & Co., the oldest Black ac- 
counting firm in the nation. Mitchell 
says he never saw himself as an entre- 
preneur, and, at first, assumed he 
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Developing young talent has been the focus at the decidedly international firm. Above, consultant 
Rangini Podda (seated) confers with managers Janet Gray and Leonard Nethersole. 



BIGGEST CPA FIRM Continued 

would have a long happy career at 
Lucas, Tucker. But as time went on, he 
realized that he had ideas about man- 
aging and developing a firm that were 
in direct contrast to the partners, so he 
struck out on his own. 

In 1973, he and Robert Titus, a 
Brooklyn College graduate and a not- 
altogether-happy partner in the firm of 
Nemiroff, Cosmas, Titus & Col- 
chamiro, decided to join forces. It was 
a near perfect fit, and a near perfect 
time for an aggressive, young minority 
accounting firm to get its start. 

"We were beneficiaries of the suc- 
cesses of the Civil Rights Era," says 
Mitchell. "A lot of community-based 
social and anti-poverty programs came 
out of that era, and for the first time, 
these organizations, controlled by 
Blacks, were able to call the shots in 
terms of who their accountants were 
going to be. So we developed a num- 
ber of clients out of that. " 

After the firm had built a sizeable 
base of large not-for-profit clients, in- 
cluding the A. Philip Randolph Insti- 
tute, The National Medical Associa- 
tion and the Ford Foundation, it 
looked for new areas of growth and 
found new opportunities with state and 
federal government clients. In 1979, 
the firm opened its Washington, D.C., 
office with Robert Titus at the head. 

And even in the Reagan years, when 
federal contracts began to dry up as the 
government turned its back on affir- 
mative action, Mitchell/Titus grew by 
teaming up with large White firms to 
make joint proposals to corporations 
and government agencies. These joint 
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ventures, as the agreements are called, 
proved to be a boon to Mitchell/Titus, 
which quickly established itself as a 
small firm that could hold its own with 
the big boys. 

One of the biggest deals to come 
their way courtesy of a joint venture 
was a contract to audit the New York 
State payroll with Peat/Marwick. 
Mitchell/Titus is now highly sought for 
joint ventures. 

"A lot of firms have come up with the 
strategy of joint agreements, but I 
think we were just more aggressive 
about it," says Mitchell. "And more im- 
portantly, we were able to deliver, 
shoulder to shoulder, toe to toe, with 
our majority firm partners." 

Early last year, Mitchell/Titus 
capped a period of quick, though 
steady, growth by merging with 
Leevy/Redcross, a Philadelphia firm 
founded in 1975. In addition to boost- 
ing the workforce, the merger places 
Mitchell/Titus well on its way to realiz- 
ing its goal of becoming one of the most 
dominant minority accounting firms in 
the Eastern corridor, and has helped 
tighten its grasp on the region. 

Today, there are 16 partners at 
Mitchell/Titus, nearly half of them still 
in their 30s. While the founding part- 
ners, who are members of a five-person 
executive committee that manages the 
firm, still have hands on the reigns, 
they have consciously sought young 
talent to assure the firm's growth and 
development. 

"We were willing to share interest in 
the business with young Black profes- 
sionals at a very early stage," says 



Mitchell, "because we were concerned 
about harnessing talent. Sometimes 
we would say, 'Well, maybe this person 
needs another year or two before let- 
ting them into the partnership ranks.' 
But we would decide to err on the 
other side and gave people an oppor- 
tunity as early as possible. And I think 
that strategy has prevented our best 
people from being stolen." 

In addition, it has made Mitchell/ 
Titus a hot prospect for young, Black 
accountants. The number of un- 
solicited resumes sent to the company 
by graduating business students has 
doubled in the past few years. And 
turnover has dropped to virtually nil. 

"I think the employes of this firm are 
bullish," says Willard N. Archie, the 
partner in charge of the firm's manage- 
ment and systems consulting division. 
He joined the company in 1986. 
"There's excitment here about the fact 
that we've exceeded our financial goals 
and projections and we've managed to 
meet or exceed the growth projections 
outlined in our strategic plan." 

Not that growth has meant that the 
personalities of the founders are no 
longer stamped on the firm. While ac- 
counting firms are not exactly known 
as cheerful havens, Mitchell/Titus has 
a warm and decidedly international 
feel (About 30 percent of the employes 
in the New York office are not native- 
born Americans). 

Both Mitchell and Titus profess to 
be "people-oriented" managers and 
they have invested the firm with those 
values. Each year, the employes are di- 
vided into social groups of no more 
than 10, selected randomly, that are re- 
quired to undertake two outings per 
year. The firm also keeps an industrial 
psychologist on retainer who pre- 
screens prospective hires and counsels 
unhappy employes. 

"We realized that the most impor- 
tant asset any firm like ours has is peo- 
ple," says Titus. "So we're committed 
to developing and maintaining good 
people." 

With the Leevy/Redcross merger 
smoothly behind them, the braintrust 
of Mitchell/Titus is now developing 
plans that will take the firm into the 
21st century and beyond, a challenge 
that the founding partners relish. "One 
of the great joys of working in a new 
firm like this is to watch it grow as you 
turn it over to a new generation," says 
Titus. "We want Mitchell/Titus & Co. 
to outlive Mitchell and Titus, and 
we're on our way to providing for that. 
We haven't even tapped all of our po- 
tential." 
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Black women) to evaluate our relationships with 
one another and stop hurting and start helping 
each other as sisters should. I personally will 
never be the direct cause of another Black 
woman's misery. Haven't we suffered enough? I 
don't understand why she or any other woman 
would knowingly do this. I just have one addi- 
tional comment to make to Dene. Dene you are a 
beautiful, intelligent Black woman. STOP THIS 
MADNESS!!! 

Dana V. Nowlin 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

I am writing in response to your article on 
man-sharing. It isn't something you want to do, 
but sometimes circumstances throw you into the 
situation. You have to be a strong woman to be 
the other woman, but you have to be a stronger 
woman to let the man go. 

At this time, I am sharing a man with his wife. 
It isn't something I want to admit to anyone, but 
love makes things happen. I am trying to get out 
of this relationship, but the more I try, the 
tighter he holds me. 

As the other woman, I want to tell his wife to 
find a job where she doesn't have to travel and to 
love her man in all aspects. Sex may not be ev- 
erything in a marriage, but it does help to hold it 
together. 

Name Withheld 

Chicago, 111. 

ARSENIO HALL 

I was ecstatic when I saw Arsenio Hall's face on 
the cover of your December 1990 issue. My 
whole family is crazy about Arsenio, from my 



6-year-old cousin to my grandparents! I am a 13- 
year-old freshman in high school, and I feel that 
Arsenio s positive image has a great effect on the 
lives of lots of people of all ages. I always wanted 
to know the real story behind the feud with Ma- 
donna and Arsenio. If you're reading this, Ar- 
senio, I support you all the way! I just want to say 
thank you, Ebony, for the article, and congrat- 
ulations, Laura Randolph, for a job well done! 

Moniquf. White 

Newport News, Va. 

I am writing in response to your article on Ar- 
senio Hall. I was pleased with this article. I think 
Arsenio is the best talk show host there is. 
Others try to imitate him, but they haven't been 
able to do so yet. I just love to watch his show, 
read about him and write essays about him in my 
high school English class. Arsenio is very hand- 
some and unique to me. I think he is the best- 
dressed male out of all the men on television in 
his particular job setting. Arsenio, keep up the 
good work. Your show is very exciting. 

Shannon Gaines 

Lakeland, Ga. 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

Congratulations on your article, "Was LBJ 
The Greatest Civil Rights President Ever?" 
(Dec. 1990). It was very informative. 

I hope that every Afro-American reads it. It is 
essential that Afro-Americans know and under- 
stand the details of the civil rights struggle. 
Knowledge of such occurrences will eliminate 
existing prejudices harbored by Whites and 
other races. 

All Americans, young and old, need to know 
the suffering and the accomplishments of Afro- 
Americans. The fact that a White American 



worked so hard to secure equal rights for Afro- 
Americans means a lot to me since I am an Afro- 
American. 

I really appreciate the efforts of Lyndon B. 
Johnson; without them I would not be where I 
am today. He has proved to be one of the great 
civil rights leaders of the century. 

Thank you very much for this article, and keep 
up the good work! 

Joanna E Woods 

Albany, Ga. 

M.C. HAMMER 

I enjoyed your article, "It's Hammer Time: M. 
C. Hammer" (Dec. 1990). I like M. C. Hammer's 
rappin' style. He has a positive message. It's a 
shame that a lot of other rappers are jealous of 
Hammer. For myself I'm glad to see a Black man 
making a whole lot of money. Another Black 
shouldn't say anything about another Black, con- 
sidering all that our ancestors had to go through 
so we could do what we are doing now. 

Tebhy Thompson 

Spencer, N.C. 

DOMINIQUE'S NOOK 

I would like to thank Roxanne Brown for her 
article, "Dominique's Nook" (Dec. 1990). I live 
in Atlanta and I see Dominique Wilkins around 
town all the time. I see the same things that Rox- 
anne saw in him. Dominique is a good brother, 
always talking to people and being friendly to ev- 
eryone he comes into contact with. About four 
months ago, a writer for the Atlanta Constitution 
wrote a story on Dominique and his family that 
was nothing more than a lie about the way 
Wilkins mismanages money. Your story shows 
what a together brother Dominique is, and also 
shows a mother who did a great job of raising him 
and his brothers and sisters. 

Dirk White 

Smyrna, Ga. 

WORLD'S BIGGEST CHURCH 

Thank you so much for your article, "The 
World's Biggest And Most Controversial 
Church" (Dec. 1990). I am an African student in 
Austin, Texas. I read the article on the basilica 
and was delighted, not only because I come from 
the Ivory Coast, but because I saw it as a gesture 
from Ebony to inform African-Americans about 
Africa. The media and movies are stereotyping 
Africa as one big jungle with wild animals and 
people dancing all day long. But the article 
showed a different kind of Africa. 

Thank you, again. Your magazine is perfect for 
Black people all over the world. Keep up the 
good work. 

MOHAMED DlABRA 

Austin, Texas 

45TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 

Congratulations on the November 45th anni- 
versary issue. In all the years I have been read- 
ing Ebony, I can't recall a bigger or better collec- 
tion of fascinating articles and photographs. 

There was, however, one serious error of 
omission in the article, "The Survivors. " Benny 
Carter is surely the most world-renowned and 
distinguished survivor of them all. 

In 1945, already famous, Carter had employed 
two of your surviviors, Dizzy Gillespie and Miles 
Davis, in his orchestra. He had also written ar- 
rangements for Cab Calloway; he had appeared 
with Lena Home in the movie As Thousands 
Cheer, and he had recorded on alto sax with Li- 
onel Hampton. He has since worked on record 
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sessions with Ella Fitzgerald and Billy Eckstine. 
So his life has intersected with the lives of all 
your other musical survivors. 

Benny Carter recently won three awards from 
Down Beat magazine — as "Musician of the 
Year," as the world's No. 1 composer and No. 1 
arranger. At the age of 83, he still tours the 
world. He was the only jazz artist to play twice at 
the Hollywood Bowl last summer, with Oscar 
Peterson and with Ella Fitzgerald. 

Benny Carter deserves recognition in your 
pages for a career that has been respected for de- 
cades by all your other survivors. 

Leonard Feather 

Sherman Oaks, Calif. 

To all who contributed to the 45th anniversary 
issue of Ebony, thanks for a job well done! I was 
truly moved by the entire issue. You covered our 
progress — past, present and prospective fu- 
ture — from a wide variety of angles, and per- 
sonal perspectives. And what a diverse collec- 
tion of opinions it was. The articles were both 
disconcerting and heartwarming. They left me 
feeling sad, yet proud, and more importantly, 
challenged. For the first time in my life, reading 
that Blacks represent 15 percent of the American 
population made me feel very "special" as op- 
posed to feeling like a minority — complete with 
all its negative connotations. Although it's ob- 
vious there are still a great many barriers to be 
broken, I'm now better informed and more mo- 
tivated to make a difference. It's exciting to feel I 
can still participate in the creation of history. 

Indeed, this was the best Ebony I've ever 
read. It's the kind of issue you hang on to to share 
with others, and to read over and over again for 
inspiration. 

Maya Christian 

Santa Fe, N.M. 

The November anniversary issue, "45 Years 
That Changed The World," has just reached me, 
and the cover composite was particularly eye- 
catching. I scanned every cover, and was thrilled 
by the memories they evoked. The entire issue 
is splendidly done; I couldn't put it down. 

The issue provided an almost uncanny review 
of the highlights of our own adult lives. My hus- 
band returned from the U.S. Army in Septem- 
ber 1945; we were married in December 1945. 
We attended many of the Cleveland Browns' 
football games in the late 1940s when Hall of 
Famers Marion Motley and Bill Willis were play- 
ing. Incidentally, it was Bill Willis, not Ben 
Willis, as reported in the article. 

We heard the great Marian Anderson in per- 
son early in her career and were proud of her 
1939 Easter Sunday concert at the Lincoln Me- 
morial, thanks to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes. We fol- 
lowed with interest the Brown vs. Boar J of Edu- 
cation case of the 1950s — won by the NAACP 
and now Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Mar- 
shall — and the plethora of desegreation cases 
which followed, including the one here in Cleve- 
land. 

We followed closely the civil rights years of tri- 
umph and tears, participating in the memorable 
March on Washington in August 1963. We cried 
at the assassinations of President John F. Ken- 
nedy, Malcolm X, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
and Sen. Robert F. Kennedy; and applauded the 
signing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by Presi- 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson. "45 Years . . . ' is a rich 
slice of American history that is memorable in its 
own right. 
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Then there are the thought-provoking articles 
in the "Looking Forward" section — "What's 
Ahead for Blacks and Whites?" And the priceless 
thoughts of unusual people such as Mrs. Mary 
McLeod Bethune, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Langston Hughes, and others in the "Best of 
Ebony." 

This special edition is a tremendous addition 
to the libraries of all Americans. There is so 
much here of which African-Americans can be 
proud; and from which White Americans can 
learn to respect their darker brothers. A hearty 
thank you to Mr. Johnson and the Ebony staff for 
a superb achievement. 

Mrs. Ardklia B. Dixon 

Cleveland, Ohio 

While I was flying home recently from an East 
Coast business trip, I stumbled across Ebony's 
45th anniversary edition. I must commend your 
organization for putting together such an en- 
lightening issue. The stories and articles opened 
[for me]the door to American Black history I was 
unaware of. 

Thanks for a wonderful issue, and congratula- 
tions on your 45 years! I am a 40-year-old White 
male and your 45th anniversary edition was my 
first exposure to Ebony. 

Joe Belli 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

No truer words have ever been spoken, 
"Ebony. . . 45 Years That Changed The World." 
As an African-American poet/writer working in 
Australasia since 1976, I have always used Ebony 
as a teaching aid with the indigenous Black peo- 
ple of New Zealand (the Maori) and of Australia 
(the Aborigines). 

What makes Ebony so essential to this part of 
the world is that the people of color in the Pacific- 



are struggling for their independence from the 
colonial oppression of England and France. Fiji, 
Vanuatu and Papua, New Guinea have achieved 
their freedom but the battle is still being waged 
in places like Tahiti, New Caledonia, Australia 
and New Zealand. For these Black people. 
Ebony is a beacon, a source of inspiration and 
strength. 

Thank you, Ebony, for being, and please, al- 
ways be. 

L. E. Scxrrr 

New Zealand 

45 YEARS IN MOVIES 

In the article, "45 Years In Movies And Enter- 
tainment" (Nov. 1990), written by Lena Home in 
your 45th anniversary issue, I take exception to 
her statement that "Broadway has yet to develop 
Black producers who can underwrite a steady 
stream of productions to use all the talent we 
know exists. " I am sure Miss Home has come in 
contact with Mr. Ashton Springer, producer of 
Bubbling Brown Sugar. Eubie, Guys and Dolls 
(starring Robert Guillaume) and the first Black 
production to win the coveted Pulitzer Prize, No 
Place to be Somebody. 

This man's participation in the theatrical in- 
dustry has been monumental in employing 
scores of Black performers, technicians and man- 
agers. Due to his productions, more Blacks have 
been admitted into theatrical unions than at any 
other time in our history. The National Black 
Arts Festival, based in Atlanta, Ga., recently 
honored Mr. Springer with a Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award for his contributions to Black thea- 
ter in America. 

There was also no mention of Ken Harper, 
producer of The Wiz, which snowballed into a 
Continued on Next Page 
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film that both Michael Jackson and Diana Ross 
coveted and attained roles, and in which Lena 
Home was featured. Nor was there any mention 
of Vinette Carroll, Woodie King, the Negro En- 
semble Company and countless others who are 
still producing viable Black theater on Broadway 
and nationally. 

Producing a Broadway play costs hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, if not millions. Perhaps if a 
few of our successful Black entertainers invested 
in works written by fellow African-American art- 
ists, there would be a plethora of Black shows on 
Broadway. 

Klair Addison 

New York, N Y. 

'MY LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT' 

After reading the article, "My Last Will And 
Testament" (Nov. 1990), by the legendary Mary 
McLeod Bethune, I felt very uplifted. The arti- 
cle gives us a sense of pride in being Black. It also 
gives our children and us hope for a promising 
future. With proper guidance of our children, 
I'm sure Mary McLeod Bethune's testament will 
be fulfilled. She still lives within us all. Keep up 
the good work. Ebony, in publishing wonderful 
articles such as this. 

Janice a. Smith 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

BLACK WOMEN IN THE WHITE HOUSE 

I was excited and pleased to see the article, 
"Black Women In The White House" (Oct. 1990). 
The accomplishments of Black women every- 
where must be published, and Ebony is a great 
vehicle for acknowledging Black success. But 
shame on you for the unnecessary commentary 
about looks and body parts: "Young (thir- 
tysomething), beautiful (look at them), and in- 
timidatingly smart . . ."; "Condoleezza Rice un- 
coils her long, perfectly contoured legs . . ."; 
and "Tall, gorgeous, with electric brown 
eyes ..." Black women experience enough sex- 
ism and discrimination and do not need our 
Black magazines to repeat the injustices. A man 
who had achieved the same accomplishments as 
these Black women would never be referred to 
or characterized in such a sexist manner! Smart 
is not something to be intimidated by. but rather 
a goal to be achieved by our Black youngsters. 

Boni Cherelee-Cari'tii 

Laramie, Wyo. 

What a thrilling and inspiring experience to 
read your article. "Black Women In The White 
House. " I was especially impressed by Dr. Con- 
dolezza Rice who served as the former director 
of Soviet and Eastern European Affairs for the 
National Security Council and was recently 
named special assistant to the president for Na- 
tional Security Affairs. What a wonderful thing 
Dr. Rice did when she did not let her guidance 
counselor influence her decision to attend col- 
lege. I am so proud of her success. There are 
many Black students who have been told by 
their counselors that they are not college mate- 
rial and have gone to college and become suc- 
cessful in their chosen careers. I surely would 
like for that guidance counselor to read this issue 
of Ebony and see how wrong she was about Dr. 
Rice. Graduating magna cum laude at the age of 
19 from the University ol Denver and earning 
master s and doctoral degrees from Notre Dame 
would perhaps teach that guidance counselor to 
look at the records instead of the student's face 
the next time she gives advice to a student. 
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Congratulations, and thanks again for such an 
inspiring article. 

Mrs. Sadie McCluhe 

Hollis, N.Y. 

I was flipping through the October 1990 issue 
and I ran across your article. "Black Women In 
The White House." I was very impressed. 

As an ambitious young Black woman, it was 
very motivating to me to know that some of "us" 
are there working for our country. Before read- 
ing the article, I never would have guessed that 
there were any women of color working in the 
White House. 

The women you featured were excellent ex- 
amples of the fact that we can do anything we 
choose. Thank you for highlighting them and for 
showing me that I, too, can have my dream of 
working in the White House. The article has 
been very enlightening and motivating to me. 

Justine S. Oliver 

Racine, Wis. 

ARE WE GIVING AWAY THE BLUES? 

As a musician, I was greatly concerned when I 
read the article, "Are Blacks Giving Away The 
Blues?" (Oct. 1990). I agree that we need to edu- 
cate our children and present them with more 
exposure to the blues. A lot of our children seem 
to think that the only way is rap, which in my 
opinion is not art. Ella Fitzgerald scatted, which 
is "rap," but she could also sing, which is true 
artistry. Somehow, this connection is being lost 
and our children think that they invented music. 
Rappers don't credit anyone with their success. 
If they did, it might help to open our kids' eyes. 
If it weren't for these great blues artists laying 
the foundation, we would not be where we are 
today — musically or otherwise. 

Phillip Pooler 

Evanston, III. 

THE BLACK FAMILY 

In view of the ongoing propaganda concerning 
the demise of the Black family, I really enjoyed 
reading your uplifting and inspirational article, 
"Celebrating The Black Family" (Oct. 1990). I 
applaud and praise your magazine for spotlight- 
ing a person like Dorothy I. Height, who foun- 
ded the Black Family Reunion Celebration after 
viewing a nationally televised special on Black 
teenage pregnancy, crime and despair. 

As a Black male student at Jackson State Uni- 
versity, I continually sense the need for stronger 
families that will raise and send Black students 
into the world to challenge and eradicate the 
dark cloud hovering over Black families. 

Realizing the energy that it takes to bring 
Black families together, I appreciate Dr. Height's 
efforts. 

Charles K. Jones 

Jackson, Miss. 

It was uplifting to read the article, "Cele- 
brating The Black Family." It contained a strong 
sense of community and purpose. So often the 
media focuses on the "plight of the Black family," 
quoting statistics about unemployment, single- 
parent households, poor test scores and drug 
abuse. These harsh realities must be brought to 
light but along with them we need to see that the 
family, the foundation that has enabled African- 
Americans to become more than simply a statis- 
tic, is still alive and flourishing. 

The Black family is an important source of his- 
tory and self-esteem in our community, for by 
knowing our history we know our greatness, and 
our responsibility to pass that knowledge on to 
the next generation is tantamount to our very 
survival. 
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Thank you for showing yet another side of a 
proud and determined people. It has helped in- 
still in me an even greater sense of pride and joy 
of being an African-American. Keep up the good 
work. 

Michelle K. Lindsay 

Fresno, Calif. 

WHY SOME MEN BATTER WOMEN 

I commend you on the article, "Why Some 
Men Batter Women (And Why Some Women 
Take It)," appearing in your October 1990 issue. 

As a young Black male, I have heard many of 
my peers talk alxnit abusing their girlfriends. I 
believe many young Black females are victims of 
domestic violence, and, like others, they do not 
report this abuse to a law enforcement agency. 
Hopefully they will read this factual article and 
be inspired to discontinue this abuse. 

Thank you for bringing this seldom discussed 
but important issue to our attention. 

James Bhooks 

Jackson, Miss. 

OENZEL WASHINGTON 

I am writing in response to a letter by Dr. 
Brook A. Mick of Virginia. He condemns Denzel 
Washington ("The Glory Days Of Denzel Wash- 
ington," Sept. 1990) for saying something about 
being robbed of his African culture. Dr. Mick 
suggests that it is silly for us African-Americans 
to think of ourselves as Africans because we were 
born in America. While it is true that we were 
born here, America has never given us any rea- 
son to be proud of our American culture. Amer- 
ica has cheated and oppressed us since we first 
arrived. 

We, as African-Americans, must learn about 
our African culture and acknowledge our contri- 
butions to history. If we don't maintain our heri- 
tage, who will? We can't wait for the rest of 
America to put our history in the school books. 
We must do it ourselves. And, we shouldn't ex- 
pect "Americans" like Dr. Mick to understand 
why it is so important for us to maintain our 
"roots" in a land that has failed us miserably. 

Rosetta McFhERSON 

Chicago, 111. 

AN HONEST LOOK AT BLACK GAYS 

Kudos! Kudos! Kudos! Your publishing of Dr. 
Alvin Poussaint's article, "An Honest Look At 
Black Gays And Lesbians" (Sept. 1990), was won- 
derful. As a gay and lesbian organization fighting 
for fair representation of our community in the 
media, we often encounter different reactions in 
the Black community. We have come to be aware 
from our Black brothers and sisters that the roots 
of homophobia are very different in the African- 
American community, and the oppression they 
face is indeed two-fold. Dr. Poussaint's article 
points this out very clearly, and by including this 
article you offer positive images of Black lesbians 
and gays. We applaud your efforts. 

At the same time, I'd like to bring to your at- 
tention the fact that preceding Dr. Poussaint's ar- 
ticle you presented the cases of 11 strong, solid 
and steady "real" Black men. Not one was a Black 
gay man. If America, and particularly Black 
America, is to believe the images you presented 
in your honest-look piece, then Black gays and 
lesbians need to be seen in various areas of your 
magazine. This oppression by omission, experi- 
enced so often by all facets of Black America, is 
exactly why stereotypes and misperceptions are 
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maintained. No one will normalize who we are. 
To follow a story of "real" Black men without any 
faces from the Black gay community is a study on 
this type of oppression. We know you can do bet- 
ter and we encourage you to show images from 
the Black gay and lesbian community. 

Congratulations on a wonderful article. We 
appreciate your work. Now, are you willing to 
keep it up? We hope so. 

Anne Wehnek 

Co-Chair 

Onus VauCHAN 

Co-Chair 

Gay and Lesbian Alliance 

Washington, D.C. 

THE REAL BLACK MAN 

I would like to commend you on your article, 
"Strong, Solid & Steady — A Celebration Of The 
Real Black Man" (Sept. 1990). As a young wife 



and mother, I have been blessed with such a 
man. He nurtures our daughter and supports me 
in all my endeavors from educational to domes- 
tic. In light of all the negativity surrounding our 
Black men today, it was comforting to see there 
are many other sisters sharing a partnership with 
a strong, solid and steady Black man. 

Roberta Price-Gardner 

Champaign. 111. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be presented 
in your recent article, "Strong, Solid and Steady 
..." I was especially happy for the public to 
hear about the work of the Urban Philharmonic- 
Society. Our audience is primarily reached by 
word of mouth, and your article allowed millions 
to read about tis and the work we are doing with 
the minority communities in the Washington 
area. 

We have already had some inquiries about the 
society due to the exposure received in Ebony, 
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and I'm sure there will be others. 

Dahkold Hunt 
Founder/Music Director 
The Urban Philharmonic 
Society, Inc. 

Washington, D. C. 

FROM SAUDI ARABIA 

I'm currently stationed in Saudi Arabia. I've 
been reading your magazine for quite a few 
years. I'd like to commend you on a job well 
done. In the service, I've met many people 
around the world. It's funny, yet sad, how naive 
people can be about our race. Ebony gives peo- 
ple, Black or White, a chance to see us in a differ- 
ent light. It also breaks down stereotypes and 
misconceptions. Your magazine is not only good 
for Black America, but all America. 

Sct. V. Richardson 

FPO San Francisco 

IN MY NEXT LIFE 

I have great concern for the misplaced indig- 
nation expressed by Dr. Laurence Thomas and 
his "well-placed Black friends." There are in- 
deed too many of us like him. We sincerely be- 
lieve that if we study hard, serve our country, 
speak properly, dress well and be good citizens, 
then we will somehow be exempt from Black 
contempt. Well, surprise! Surprise! 

This is not a simple matter of public trust. We 
are trusted to entertain on the playfield, to fight 
on the battlefield and to work in the canefield. 
We have hundreds of years of experience as pub- 
lic and private servants. But that got us nowhere, 
considering the grand scale of things. 

Oddly enough, I do not blame White people 
for their behavior as described by the professor. 
They know that their ancestors enslaved us, took 
away our religion, our names and our language. 
If our self-worth is based on speaking, acting, 
dressing and thinking like White people, then 
we present nothing more than mindless victims 
of their perceived supremacy. Respect will only 
come when we become confident and commit- 
ted enough to assert our own self-image, design 
our own thought, plot our own destiny and man- 
age our own communities. No one will hand us 
respect on a silver platter. We will experience it 
when we pick up our dignity, dust it off and dare 
anyone to mess with it again. 

Lawton J. Pierre, D.D.S. 

Baltimore, Md. 



Letters intended for this col- 
umn should be addressed to: 
Letters To The Editor, Ebony 
Magazine, 820 S. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago, III. 60605. To be 
considered for publication, 
letters must bear the name and 
address of the sender and-be- 
cause of limited space - should 
not be unduly long. 

Letters may be edited to meet 
space, clarity or style require- 
ments. 
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AM V relationship with my ex-girlfriend lasted more than 
I VI 4*/2 years. It's been one year and several months since 
I broke up with her. We used to live together. I stiU am in 
love with her even though she already has a new lover. The 
day I left her, she went to her part-time lover and began a 
relationship that lasted four months. Weeks later, she went 
out with her other part-time lover and they ended up mov- 
ing together. I knew about them. That's why I left her, but I 
still hold on. I've dated other women since we broke up, but 
no one will ever replace her in my heart. My feelings for her 
are so strong and I wish she would get back with me. My 
love is all hers. Should I still have hope? Please help me. 
A.R.F., Austin, Texas. 

In the words of the immortal Duke Ellington, you've 
"got it bad and that ain't good. " The worst thing you can do 
in your painful situation is to cling to the unrealistic hope 
that somehow your ex-girlfriend will come back to you. She 
had that opportunity after she broke up with her first "part- 
time lover. " Instead, she chose to move in with her "second 
part-time lover," indicating that you are definitely not on 
her list of priorities. 

Keeping your hope alive is merely keeping your pain 
alive. Make a conscious effort to get her out of your life by 
getting out of hers. Stop watching her from afar and keep- 
ing up with her every move. Let her live her life and start 
living yours. The only reason you haven't been able to be- 
come interested in other women is because you are still too 
interested in her. The sooner you admit to yourself that the 
party is over, the sooner the healing process can begin and 
you can concentrate on finding someone who is more wor- 
thy of your love. 

/AM a 35-year-old single mother with a 15-year-old son 
who does absolutely nothing. He has failed school two 
years in a row and gets straight Fs, even in physical educa- 
tion. He's doing nothing in school except socialize. I have 
taken him to a psychologist twice to see if there was some- 
thing emotional causing his behavior, but there's nothing 
wrong with him except that he does not respect any adult 
authority. He thinks he can do whatever he wants. He 
won't bathe or do anything around the house. It has 
reached the point where I am ready to put him out, al- 
though I know that I am all he has. All I ask of him is to go to 
school and do his best and help around the house, but I 
have to threaten to put him out before he will clean his 
room. Getting him counseling was my last resort. Now I am 
ready for action. I don't feel that I should have to take care 
of him when he is doing nothing for himself. Unless he 
changes his attitude, I am afraid that he will end up in trou- 
ble or selling drugs. Please give me some advice. E.R. Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio 

Even without your telling the whole story, it is quite ap- 
parent that your son did not become a spoiled, lazy and 
disrespectful slob overnight and without some help from 
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you. Cleanliness, respect for adult authority and the desire 
to do well in school are not traits with which people are 
born. They have to be painstakingly instilled in children by 
their parents when the children are still young — not when 
they are in their teens. Since it appears that you have 
missed that opportunity, there is not a great deal you can do 
at this point to quickly transform your son into a well- 
groomed, well-behaved and respectful Merit Scholar. But 
putting him out, however tempting he is making that op- 
tion, should not be your first course of action. It'll only get 
you a "contributing to the delinquency of a minor" rap 
should he get into trouble, which is a strong possibility. You 
could petition Juvenile Court to take him off your hands as 
unmanageable, but that is an extremely drastic step re- 
served usually for youngsters who are violent or otherwise 
delinquent. Your best course of action for the time being is 
to contact the Hamilton County Dept. of Human Services 
by dialing their hotline: 241 KIDS. Tell them what your 
problem is and they will work with you and your boy and 
try to resolve it. The most important thing is for you to try 
your level best to keep your family together, not to break 
it up. 

/AM an attractive, overweight, 29-year-old Black fe- 
male. I have been both, heavy and thin. I feel better 
emotionally and physically without the extra pounds, but 
due to a stormy relationship ( it's over), I have eaten myself 
up to 250 pounds. To lose weight, I've tried clinics and all 
kinds of diets. Nothing worked. So I decided to accept my- 
self as I am. I bought makeup and new clothes. I look great! 
But I find most people, especially Black males, are still 
prejudiced against heavy females. To them, we are objects 
to be laughed at, criticized and avoided. When I am out 
with my thin friends who are less attractive and less 
friendly than I am, men fall all over them and completely 
ignore me. When out alone and I come across men, they 
look away as though I was a freak. Even my friends, family, 
TV, radio, magazines and books say being overweight is 
wrong. Is there any support group especially geared to- 
ward helping overweight women cope with a thin is in, fat is 
out, society? P.F.F., Akron, Ohio 

Yes, there is. The group is called the National Association 
to Advance Fat Acceptance (NAAFA). Their address is P.O. 
Box 188620, Sacramento, Calif. 95818. While I agree that it 
is important for you to fortify yourself psychologically 
against the many forms of disapproval of a society which 
puts a premium on being thin, I urge you not to get too 
comfortable with being overweight. Whether thin people 
look better than fat people is debatable, but it is not debata- 
ble that physicians are in general agreement that thin peo- 
ple, for the most part, are healthier than overweight ones 
and that obesity presents serious health risks. I can think of 
no better argument for you to resume your battle of the 
bulge than your own words when you wrote, "I feel better 
emotionally and physically without the extra pounds." 
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Memorable Photos 



FROM THE EBONY FILES 



Dorie Miller, who was 

honored 1< »r bis brav- 
er) during flu* Dec. 
7, 1941, attack on 
Pear] Harbor, re- 
ceives the Navy 
("ross front Adm. 
Chester W. Nimitz 
during a l')42 cere- 
mony. Despite 
heav) lire during 

the attack. Miller, a 
messman, manned a 
machine unn and 
shot down four Japa- 
nese planes. He died 

in 1943 when a Japa- 
nese submarine sank 
his ship, the U.S. 
carrier Uscome Bay 
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Fashions: Christian Franch Roth 




"Big girls don 't cry. They go shopping." 





YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY. BABY 
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